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Disclaimer 

This report is issued in accordance with, and is subject to, the terms of the contract between the Client and 360 Environmental Pty 
Ltd, including, without limitation, the agreed scope of the report. To the extent permitted by law, 360 Environmental Pty Ltd shall 
not be liable in contract, tort (including, without limitation, negligence) or otherwise for any use of, or reliance on, parts of this 
report without taking into account the report in its entirety and all previous and subsequent reports. 360 Environmental Pty Ltd 
considers the contents of this report to be current as at the date it was produced. This report, including each opinion, conclusion, 
and recommendation it contains, should be considered in the context of the report as a whole. The opinions, conclusions and 
recommendations in this report are limited by its agreed scope. More extensive, or different, investigation, sampling and testing 
may have produced different results and therefore different opinions, conclusions, and recommendations. Subject to the terms of 
the contract between the Client and 360 Environmental Pty Ltd, copying, reproducing, disclosing, or disseminating parts of this 
report is prohibited (except to the extent required by law) unless the report is produced in its entirety including this cover page, 
without the prior written consent of 360 Environmental Pty Ltd.  

© Copyright 2022 360 Environmental Pty Ltd ACN 109 499 041 
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360 Environmental Pty Ltd (360 Environmental) was commissioned by Mineral Resources 
Limited (MRL) to provide environmental and bushfire support for the development of short stay 
worker accommodation at Lot 300 Back Beach Road, Onslow (referred within as Onslow 
Township Village). Onslow Township Village is referred within as the site. The site covers 
20.45 hectares and is located within the Onslow townsite in the Pilbara Region of Western 
Australia. 

This Environmental Assessment Report (EAR) is supplemented with a Preliminary Contamination 
Assessment, Flora and Fauna Survey and Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) prepared by 
360 Environmental and a Bushfire Management Plan (BMP) and Bushfire Emergency 
Management Plan (BEMP) to demonstrate the opportunities and constraints to development of 
Onslow Township Village. 

Onslow Township Village is currently undergoing extensive master planning to consider design 
and environmental impacts associated with the proposed development in this locality.  

The site will be cleared and constructed for the purpose of short stay workforce accommodation. 
Preliminary investigations identified that some native vegetation would be cleared to facilitate 
the proposed development however native vegetation is proposed to be retained for open space 
and surrounding accommodation pods. The EAR focuses on the environmental issues and 
management measures associated with the proposed development and its relationship to 
Onslow townsite and surrounding land uses.  

The environmental issues identified in the EAR do not pose a significant constraint to 
development of the site. All environmental features can be managed through further technical 
investigations and/or the implementation of a Construction Environmental Management Plan 
(CEMP) for the proposed development during the construction phases of the development. 
Aboriginal heritage approvals are being sought separately to the development approval process. 
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360 Environmental Pty Ltd (360 Environmental) was commissioned by Mineral Resources 
Limited (MRL) to provide environmental and bushfire support for the development of short stay 
worker accommodation at Lot 300 Back Beach Road, Onslow (referred within the Onslow 
Township Village). Onslow Township Village is referred within as the site. The site covers 
approximately 20.45 hectares and is located within Onslow townsite in the Pilbara Region of 
Western Australia (Figure 1). 

This environmental assessment report (EAR) is supplemented by the following: 

• Preliminary Contamination Assessment (360 Environmental) 

• Detailed Flora and Fauna Assessment (360 Environmental) 

• Urban Water Management Plan (360 Environmental) (including Technical Note) 

• Bushfire Management Plan (BMP) (Linfire Consultancy) 

• Bushfire Emergency Management Plan (BEMP) (Linfire Consultancy). 

The EAR highlights the key environmental and bushfire issues associated with the proposed 
short stay workforce accommodation at the site. High level environmental advice will be 
incorporated into the EAR to support the proposed master plan for the short stay workforce 
accommodation at Onslow Township Village. 

The scope of work includes a review of desktop information for the site including government 
databases and search tools and online reports available for the site. The desktop environmental 
assessment included the following:  

• NatureMap database search. 

• Searches of the Federal Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment’s (DAWEs) 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Protected Matters 
Search Tool. 

• Review of publicly listed ecological information where available (previous reports and 
any relevant scientific literature). 

• Review of applicable environmental legislation, policies and guidelines and their 
relevance to the site. 

• Topography, soil, and potential acid sulfate soils. 

• Groundwater levels, groundwater protection areas, surface water and geomorphic 
wetlands. 

• Review of regional vegetation association and complex mapping (Beard and Heddle). 
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• Fauna and habitats: Desktop and habitat assessment, DBCA NatureMap and DAWE 
MNES PMST databases for recorded species and their habitats within the vicinity of the 
site and a likelihood assessment (based on mapped habitat) of these species potentially 
occurring on site. 

• Heritage sites (Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal) that may be located within or nearby the 
site. Search of the Department of Planning Lands and Heritage (DPLH) Aboriginal and 
State and Local Heritage databases. 

• Identification of environmental constraints and opportunities associated with the site. 

• Site inspection familiarization and identification of environmental constraints and 
opportunities associated with the site. 

• Preparation of this report summarizing the existing ecological and heritage information 
for the site. 

• Preparation of figures supporting the desktop information. 

Further assessments and surveys to address bushfire management, contamination, flora and 
vegetation, fauna, and urban water management applicable to the proposed development have 
been undertaken. The recommendations and environmental issues and associated mitigation 
measures raised in these reports have been included within the EAR. 
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Australia has three bilateral agreements for migratory birds, including the Japan-Australia 
Migratory Bird Agreement (JAMBA), China-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (CAMBA) and 
the Republic of Korea-Australia Migratory Bird Agreement (RoKAMBA). Each of these 
agreements provides for the protection and conservation of migratory birds and their important 
habitats. 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) is the central 
piece of environmental legislation which protects Matters of National Environmental 
Significance (MNES). Environmental Assessments under the EPBC Act are undertaken to enable 
environment and heritage protection and biodiversity conservation. An action should not be 
undertaken that has, will have or is likely to have a significant impact on any MNES, or other 
protected matters without a pre-action referral to the Australian Government’s Minister for the 
Environment. 

The Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) is the key legislative tool for environmental 
protection in Western Australia. It is administered by EPA and the Minister for the Environment. 
Under Part IV of the EP Act, the EPA undertakes environmental impact assessment of 
development proposal and schemes. The environmental impact assessment process provides 
an orderly and systematic evaluation of a proposal and its potential impact on the environment. 
A critical component of the assessment is the consideration of ways in which the proposal, if 
implemented, could avoid, or reduce any potential impact on the environment. 

Table 1 provides a summary of the key State legislation and regulations relevant to the site. 

Key Legislation Responsible Government 
Agency 

Aspect 

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 Department of Aboriginal 
Affairs 

Archaeological and 
ethnographic heritage 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 
2016 

Department of Biodiversity 
Conservation and Attractions 

Listing of and protection of 
native species, threatened 
species, ecological 
communities, fauna, critical 
habitat, and threatening 
processes 

Biosecurity and Agriculture 
Management Act 2007 

Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional 
Development 

Weeds/pests/diseases 
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Key Legislation Responsible Government 
Agency 

Aspect 

Bush Fires Act 1954 Department of Fires and 
Emergency Services 

Bush fire control 

Conservation and Land 
Management Act 1984 

Department of Biodiversity 
Conservation and Attractions 
Department of Agriculture 

Flora and fauna/habitat/weeds 
/pests/diseases 

Conservation and Land 
Management Regulations 2002 

Department of Biodiversity 
Conservation and Attractions 
Department of Agriculture 

Flora and fauna/habitat/weeds 
/pests/diseases 

Contaminated Sites Act 2003 Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation  

Management of contaminated 
soils and water 

Environmental Protection Act 
1986 

Environmental Protection 
Authority 
Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation 

Part IV – Environmental Impact 
Assessment 
Part V – Works Approvals and 
Licences, Clearing Permits 

Environmental Protection 
(Clearing of Native Vegetation) 
Regulations 2004 

Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation 

Clearing of native vegetation 

Heritage Act 2018   Provides for the identification 
and documentation of places of 
cultural heritage significance in 
Western Australia, and for the 
conservation, use, 
development, and adaption of 
such places. 

Planning and Development Act 
2005 

Department of Planning, Lands 
and Heritage 

Structure planning and 
subdivision approval 

Rights in Water and Irrigation 
Act 1914 

Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation 

Governs management of the 
use, service and health of water 
and watercourses (including 
beds and banks) 

Water licensing is required in all 
proclaimed areas and for all 
artesian groundwater wells 
throughout the state. 

 

Clearing and development is subject to compliance with applicable standards, guidelines and 
policies developed by the State’s regulators to assist proponents in understanding the minimum 
requirements for environmental protection. Table 2 details the key standards, guidelines, and 
State Planning Policies relevant to clearing and development of the site. 


