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Shire of Ashburton 
Ordinary Council Meeting 

The Chief Executive Officer recommends the endorsement of these minutes at the 
next Ordinary Council Meeting. 

N Cain 
A / Chief Executive Officer 
21 October 2021 

These minutes were confirmed by Council as a true and accurate record of 
proceedings at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19 October 2021. 

Presiding Member ____________________ 

Date  ____________________ 

Disclaimer 
Recommendations and resolutions contained in this document are subject to 
confirmation by Council. The Shire of Ashburton warns anyone who has an application 
lodged with Council must obtain, and should only rely on, written confirmation of the 
outcomes of the application following the Council meeting, and any conditions 
attaching to the decision made by Council in respect of the application. No 
responsibility whatsoever is implied, or accepted, by the Shire of Ashburton for any 
act, omission, statement, or intimation occurring during a Council meeting. 
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1 Declaration of opening 

The A / Chief Executive Officer declared the meeting open at 1:00pm. 

1.1 Acknowledgement of country 

As representatives of the Shire of Ashburton Council, we respectfully acknowledge the 
local Indigenous people, the traditional custodians of this land where we are meeting 
upon today and pay our respects to them and their elders past, present and emerging. 

1.2 Election of Shire President 

In accordance with Division 1 of Schedule 2.3 of the Local Government Act 1995 the 
election of the President of the Council of the Shire of Ashburton was undertaken by 
the A / Chief Executive Officer. 

Nominations from Cr K White and Cr A Sullivan were received. 

Cr K White received six (6) votes; Cr A Sullivan received two (2) votes. 

At 1:05pm the A / Chief Executive Officer declared Cr K White the President of the 
Council of the Shire of Ashburton. 

Cr K White made the Declaration to the Position of President of the Council of the Shire 
of Ashburton before the A / Chief Executive Officer. 

Cr K White assumed the Chair. 

1.3 Election of Deputy Shire President 

In accordance with Division 2 of Schedule 2.3 of the Local Government Act 1995 the 
election of the Deputy President of the Council of the Shire of Ashburton was 
undertaken by the A / Chief Executive Officer. 

Nominations from Cr M Lynch and Cr A Smith were received. 

Cr M Lynch received six (6) votes; Cr A Smith received two (2) votes. 

At 1:12pm the A / Chief Executive Officer declared Cr M Lynch the Deputy President 
of the Council of the Shire of Ashburton. 

Cr M Lynch made the Declaration to the Position of Deputy President of the Council of 
the Shire of Ashburton before the A / Chief Executive Officer. 
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2 Announcement of visitors 

Nil 

3 Attendance 

3.1 Present 

Elected members 
Cr K White   Onslow Ward, President 
Cr M Lynch   Tom Price Ward, Deputy President 
Cr T Mladenovic  Tom Price Ward 
Cr A Smith   Tom Price Ward 
Cr J Richardson  Tablelands Ward 
Cr L Rumble   Paraburdoo Ward 
Cr A Sullivan   Paraburdoo Ward 
Cr R de Pledge  Ashburton Ward 
 
Employees 
N Cain   A / Chief Executive Officer 
T Dayman   A / Director Corporate Services 
M Khosravi   Director Infrastructure Services 
C McGurk   Director Projects and Procurement 
A Lennon   Manager Media and Communication 
A Furfaro   Governance Officer 
N Jeffery   Executive Assistant Corporate Services 
 
Guests 
Nil 
 
Members of the public 
Nil 
 
Members of the media 
Nil 

3.2 Apologies 

Cr M Gallanagh  Pannawonica Ward 
K Donohoe   Chief Executive Officer  
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3.3 Approved leave of absence 

Nil 

4 Question time 

4.1 Response to previous questions taken on notice 

Nil 

4.2 Public question time 

Resident:    Jeanette Woolhouse 
Question:   What can be done about Coles Shell fuel prices? 
Response:   The A / Chief Executive Officer advises - 
 
Fuel prices are set by competitors in the marketplace, generally based on the cost of 
getting fuel products to the market (including the cost of the fuel, taxes and other costs 
and margins (such as transport to regional and remote areas)), and the level of 
competition in a particular area. 
 
Movements in retail fuel prices in regional locations are largely driven by changes in 
international benchmarks and the Australian / United States dollar exchange rate, just 
as they are in Australia’s capital cities. However, fuel prices in regional locations tend 
to be higher and more stable than in the city for several reasons, including lower levels 
of local competition, lower fuel volumes and higher transport and storage costs. Fuel 
prices in regional locations are also influenced by a range of other factors like the 
location of fuel retail sites (for example, on a busy highway there will be higher 
turnover) and whether there is a convenience store or other business activities 
attached to the site. Regional fuel prices also tend to change more slowly and do not 
generally have petrol price cycles like in Australia’s largest cities and their surrounding 
metropolitan areas. The influence of these factors will vary between locations. 
 
The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) does not set, nor can 
it influence, fuel prices in Australia, and neither can the Shire. 
 
Given many regional locations have a limited number of retail sites, the ACCC also 
pays attention to potential changes in ownership of retail sites in regional locations to 
ensure the sale will not result in a substantial lessening of competition in the market. 
 
The ACCC has advised to have fuel prices in an area reviewed to please call 1300 302 
502. 
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5 Applications for leave of absence 

Cr R de Pledge Ashburton Ward 16 November 2021 

Council Decision 157/2021 

Moved Cr T Mladenovic 
Second Cr L Rumble 

That with respect to applications for leave of absence, Council grants leave of 
absence to Cr R de Pledge from 16 November 2021 to 16 November 2021, 
inclusive. 

Carried 8/0 

6 Declaration by members 

6.1 Due consideration by Councillors to the agenda 

Councillors note they have given due consideration to all matters contained in this 
agenda. 

6.2 Declarations of interest 

A member who has an Impartiality, Proximity or Financial interest in any matter to be 
discussed at this meeting must disclose the nature of the interest either in a written 
notice, given to the Chief Executive Officer, prior to the meeting, or at the meeting 
immediately before the matter is discussed. 

A member who makes a disclosure in respect to an interest must not preside at the 
part of the meeting which deals with the matter, or participate in, or be present during 
any discussion or decision-making process relative to the matter, unless the disclosing 
member is permitted to do so under Section 5.68 or Section 5.69 of the Local 
Government Act 1995. 
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The following declarations of interest are disclosed –  

Item 11.4 “More than Mining” Campaign – Request for Council Support 

Declarant Cr M Lynch 
Declaration of Interest Financial – I am an employee in the “Mining” industry. 

Declarant Cr T Mladenovic 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – I am provided housing by Rio Tinto and 

my employer is partly funded by Rio Tinto.  

Declarant  Cr L Rumble 
Declaration of Interest Financial - I am elected member of council and rate payer 

who has shares in Rio Tinto. 

Declarant Cr A Smith 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – My husband is an employee of Rio 

Tinto and a shareholder with less than $10,000. 

Declarant Cr A Sullivan 
Declaration of Interest Financial – I am an employee of Rio Tinto and I hold shares 

above the nominated amount with Rio Tinto. 

Item 15.1 Award of RFT 10.21 Construction only of Tom Price Childcare and 
Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price 

Declarant Cr M Lynch 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – I am an employee and tenant of Rio 

Tinto. I am paid a salary by Pilbara Iron. 

Declarant Cr T Mladenovic 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – I am provided housing by Rio Tinto and 

my employer is partly funded by Rio Tinto. My employer 
has also been awarded the operational Tender for the 
Childcare Centre. 

Declarant  Cr L Rumble 
Declaration of Interest Financial – Elected member of Council and has Rio Tinto 

Shares. 
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Declarant Cr A Smith 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – My husband is an employee of Rio 

Tinto and a shareholder with less than $10,000 of Rio Tinto 
shares. 

 
Declarant Cr A Sullivan 
Declaration of Interest Financial – I am an employee of Rio Tinto and I hold shares 

above the nominated amount with Rio Tinto. 

7 Announcements by the Presiding Member and 
Councillors without discussion 

Nil 

8 Petitions / Deputations / Presentations 

8.1 Petitions 

Nil 

8.2 Deputations 

Nil 

8.3 Presentations 

Nil 
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9 Confirmation of minutes 

9.1 Confirmation of Council meetings 

Ordinary Council Meeting – 28 September 2021 

Attachment 9.1A 

Council Decision  158/2021 

Moved   Cr R de Pledge 
Second   Cr L Rumble 
 
That Council confirm the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held in the 
Council Chambers, Onslow Shire Complex, Second Avenue, Onslow on 28 
September 2021 as a true and accurate record, as include in Attachment 9.1A. 
 

Carried 8/0 
 

9.2 Receipt of committee and other minutes 

Audit and Risk Committee – 28 September 2021 
 

Attachment 9.2A 

Council Decision  159/2021 

Moved   Cr M Lynch 
Second   Cr L Rumble 
 
That Council receives the minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee Meeting held 
in the Council Chambers, Onslow Shire Complex, Second Avenue, Onslow on 
28 September 2021 as a true and accurate record, as include in Attachment 9.2A. 
 

Carried 8/0 
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9.3 Recommendations of committee meetings – En bloc 

Council Decision  160/2021 

Moved   Cr L Rumble 
Second   Cr M Lynch 
 
That with respect to recommendations of committee meetings – en bloc, Council 
approves the following committee recommendations – 
 
Audit and Risk Management Committee – 28 September 2021 
 
Committee Recommendation 30/2021 
That with respect to the Compliance Audit Return Status Update, the Audit and 
Risk Management Committee recommends Council receive the update. 
 
Committee Recommendation 31/2021 
That with respect to the Regulation 17 Review – 2020 Program status update, the 
Audit and Risk Management Committee recommends Council receive the 
update. 
 
Committee Recommendation 32/2021 
That with respect to the 2020-2021 Internal Audit Status Update, the Audit and 
Risk Management Committee recommends Council receive the update. 
 

Carried 8/0 

9.4 Recommendations of committees 

Nil 

10 En bloc resolutions 

10.1 Agenda items adopted en bloc 

Nil 
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11 Office of the Chief Executive Officer reports 

11.1 Appointment of Councillors to Committees of Council 

File reference GV04 
  
Author’s name A Furfaro 
Author’s position Governance Officer 
Author’s interest Nil  
  
Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising officer’s interest Nil  
  
Name of applicant / respondent Not Applicable  
  
Date report written 6 October 2021 
  
Previous meeting reference Ordinary Meeting of Council 22 October 2019 

 
Summary 
Council is required to conduct certain business through Committees. 
 
At the meeting following each local government election process, Councillors nominate 
and may be elected to be a member of each of those Committees. 
 
Council is requested to establish the purpose and operations of its committees along 
with appointing members to the respective committee and, where acceptable, 
delegating responsibilities to the committees.   
 

Background 

Council has established the following Committees of Council –  
 

• Ashburton Economic and Tourism Development Committee 
• Audit and Risk Management Committee 
• Paraburdoo Community Hub (CHUB) Committee 
• Pilbara Regional Waste Management Facility (PRWMF) Committee 
• Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review Occasional Committee 
• Reconciliation Action Plan Committee 
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The Paraburdoo Community Hub (CHUB) Committee and the Pilbara Regional Waste 
Management Facility (PRWMF) Committee have been agreed at Council workshops 
as having met their objectives and are recommended to be disbanded. 
 
The Reconciliation Action Plan Committee and Ashburton Economic and Tourism 
Development Committee have not met for many years. 
 
The details of each of the Committees are as follows – 
 

• Ashburton Economic and Tourism Development Committee 
- The general purpose is to identify and develop strategies to promote tourism 

so there is a positive impact at a regional level and to advise Council on 
suggested actions to address relevant issues raised with, and by, the 
Committee. 

- Ideally one Councillor from each town ward. 
- All other Councillors are Deputies. 
- Councillor membership of four (4) Councillors with a quorum of three (3) 

Councillors. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to the Chief Executive Officer. 
- This Committee is recommended to be disbanded. 

 
• Audit and Risk Management Committee 

- The general purpose is to undertake the legislative function of guiding and 
assisting Council in relation to audits and in dealing with matters relating to 
the Auditor. 

- Traditionally all Councillors have been members (nine (9) Councillors) with 
a quorum of five (5) Councillors. 

- Meeting cycle is at least once annually (as legislated). 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Corporate Services. 

 
• Paraburdoo Community Hub (CHUB) Committee 

- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the CHUB 
construction project and to make recommendations to Council. 

- Councillor membership of two (2) Paraburdoo Ward Councillors and the 
Shire President (total of three (3) Councillors) with a quorum of two (2) 
Councillors. 

- All other Councillors are Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle was as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Projects and Procurement. 
- This Committee has been identified as having met all objectives and is 

recommended to be disbanded. 
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• Pilbara Regional Waste Management Facility (PRWMF) Committee 
- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the PRWMF 

construction project and to make recommendations to Council. 
- Councillor membership of three (3) Councillors with a quorum of two (2) 

Councillors. 
- All other Councillors as Deputies. 
- Meeting cycles was as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Infrastructure Services. 
- This Committee has been identified as having met all objectives and is 

recommended to be disbanded. 
 

• Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review Occasional Committee 
- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the legislative 

function of reviewing the performance of the Chief Executive Officer. 
- Traditionally all Councillors have been members (nine (9) Councillors) with 

a quorum of five (5) Councillors. 
- Meeting cycle is at least once annually (as legislated). 
- Responsibility assigned to the Chief Executive Officer. 

 
• Reconciliation Action Plan Committee 

- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the development 
of the Reconciliation Action Plan and to make recommendations to Council. 

- Traditionally Council has set the membership at five (5) Councillors (which 
means three (3) are required for a quorum). 

- All other Councillors are Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place. 

 
Comment 

Councillor committee membership on Committees of Council is at the discretion of 
Council. 
 
The following Committees of Council are required by legislation - 

• Audit and Risk Management Committee 
• Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review Occasional Committee 

 
Councillor numbers for the above committees have previously involved all Councillors, 
however this may be amended via resolution if there is a desire for fewer Councillors. 
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The following Committees of Council are recommended for disbanding as they have 
achieved the set objectives – 

• Paraburdoo Community Hub (CHUB) Committee 
• Pilbara Regional Waste Management Facility (PRWMF) Committee 

 
The following Committees of Council have not met for some time, and it is at the 
discretion of Council to continue these Committees or not – 

• Ashburton Economic and Tourism Development Committee 
• Reconciliation Action Plan Committee 

 
Consultation 

Shire President 
Executive Management Team 
 
Statutory environment 

Local Government Act 1995 
Section 5.8 - Establishment of committees 
A local government may establish Committees of three (3) or more persons (not 
necessarily Councillors) to assist the Council and to exercise the powers and discharge 
the duties of the Shire (that can be delegated). 
 
Local Government Act 1995 
Section 5.11 – Committee membership, tenure of 
Appointments to Committees continue until – 

• The person no longer holds the office by virtue of which the person became a 
member, 

• The person resigns from membership, 
• The committee is disbanded, or 
• The next ordinary election day. 

 
Financial implications 

Expenditure for meeting fees and costs associated with committees is included in the 
annual budget and is considered minimal. 
 

Strategic implications 

Shire of Ashburton 10 Year Community Strategic Plan 2017- 2027 (Desktop Review 
2019) 
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Goal 5   Inspiring Governance  
Objective 2  Community ownership 
Strategic Direction Ensure equitable and broad representation on committees and in 

community engagement activities to ensure there is well informed 
decision making. 

 
Risk management 

Risk has been assessed based on the Officer Recommendation. 
 

Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Council not being 
appropriately 
represented at 
community and 
external groups if 
no delegates are 
appointed. 

Unlikely 
(2) 

Minor 
(2) 

Low 
(4) 

Reputation 
Substantiated, 
localised impact 
on community 
trust or low media 
item. 

Councillors 
requested to 
nominate for 
vacancies, as 
recommended. 

 
The following Risk Matrix has been applied: 
 

 
 
Adoption of this item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk 
Management Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 
 
This item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk Management 
Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix.  The perceived level of risk is “Low” due to the routine 
nature of Committee participation and nomination. 
 
Policy implications 

There are no known policies or policy implications relating to this Item.  
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Voting requirement 

Absolute majority 
 
Councillor interest declarations 

Nil 
 
Officer recommendation 
That with respect to the appointment of Councillors to Committees of Council, and 
pursuant to Section 5.8 of the Local Government Act 1995, Council, 
 
a Disbands the following Committees – 

• Paraburdoo Community Hub (CHUB) Committee 
• Pilbara Regional Waste Management Facility (PRWMF) Committee 

 
b Creates the following Committees, with the following general terms – 

• Ashburton Economic and Tourism Development Committee 
- The general purpose is to identify and develop strategies to promote tourism 

so there is a positive impact at a regional level and to advise Council on 
suggested actions to address relevant issues raised with, and by, the 
Committee. 

- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to the Chief Executive Officer. 

 
• Audit and Risk Management Committee 

- The general purpose is to undertake the legislative function of guiding 
and assisting Council in relation to audits and in dealing with matters 
relating to the Auditor. 

- Meeting cycle is at least once annually (as legislated). 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Corporate Services. 

 
• Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review Occasional Committee 

- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the 
legislative function of reviewing the performance of the Chief 
Executive Officer. 

- Meeting cycle is at least once annually (as legislated). 
- Responsibility assigned to the Chief Executive Officer. 
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• Indigenous Relations Committee
- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the

development of the Reconciliation Action Plan and to make
recommendations to Council.

- Meeting cycle is as required.
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place.

And 

c Appoints the following Councillors to the following Committees – 

• Ashburton Economic and Tourism Development Committee
- Councillor _______________
- Councillor _______________
- Councillor _______________
- Councillor _______________

• Audit and Risk Management Committee
- Councillor K White
- Councillor L Rumble
- Councillor R de Pledge
- Councillor J Richardson
- Councillor M Gallanagh
- Councillor _______________
- Councillor _______________
- Councillor _______________
- Councillor _______________

• Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review Occasional Committee
- Councillor K White
- Councillor L Rumble
- Councillor R de Pledge
- Councillor J Richardson
- Councillor M Gallanagh
- Councillor _______________
- Councillor _______________
- Councillor _______________
- Councillor _______________
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• Indigenous Relations Committee 
- Councillor _______________ 
- Councillor _______________ 
- Councillor _______________ 
- Councillor _______________ 
- Councillor _______________ 

 
Council Decision  161/2021 

Moved   Cr M Lynch  
Second   Cr J Richardson 
 
That with respect to the appointment of Councillors to Committees of Council, 
and pursuant to Section 5.8 of the Local Government Act 1995, Council, 
 
a Disbands the following Committees – 

• Paraburdoo Community Hub (CHUB) Committee 
• Pilbara Regional Waste Management Facility (PRWMF) Committee 

 
b Creates the following Committees, with the following general terms – 

• Ashburton Economic and Tourism Development Committee 
- The general purpose is to identify and develop strategies to 

promote tourism so there is a positive impact at a regional level and 
to advise Council on suggested actions to address relevant issues 
raised with, and by, the Committee. 

- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to the Chief Executive Officer. 

 
• Audit and Risk Management Committee 

- The general purpose is to undertake the legislative function of 
guiding and assisting Council in relation to audits and in dealing 
with matters relating to the Auditor. 

- Meeting cycle is at least once annually (as legislated). 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Corporate Services. 

 
• Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review Occasional Committee 

- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the 
legislative function of reviewing the performance of the Chief 
Executive Officer. 

- Meeting cycle is at least once annually (as legislated). 
- Responsibility assigned to the Chief Executive Officer. 
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• Indigenous Relations and Engagement Committee 
- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the 

development of the Indigenous Relations and Engagement Plan and 
to make recommendations to Council. 

- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place. 

 

And 

 

c Appoints the following Councillors to the following Committees – 
 

• Ashburton Economic and Tourism Development Committee 
- Councillor Cr M Lynch 
- Councillor Cr T Mladenovic 
- Councillor Cr A Sullivan 
- Councillor Cr A Smith 

 
• Audit and Risk Management Committee 

- Councillor K White 
- Councillor L Rumble 
- Councillor R de Pledge 
- Councillor J Richardson 
- Councillor M Gallanagh 
- Councillor M Lynch 
- Councillor T Mladenovic 
- Councillor A Sullivan 
- Councillor A Smith 

 
• Chief Executive Officer’s Performance Review Occasional Committee 

- Councillor K White 
- Councillor L Rumble 
- Councillor R de Pledge 
- Councillor J Richardson 
- Councillor M Gallanagh 
- Councillor M Lynch 
- Councillor T Mladenovic 
- Councillor A Sullivan 
- Councillor A Smith 
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• Indigenous Relations and Engagement Committee 
- Councillor K White 
- Councillor L Rumble 
- Councillor R de Pledge 
- Councillor J Richardson 
- Councillor M Gallanagh 
- Councillor M Lynch 
- Councillor T Mladenovic 
- Councillor A Sullivan 
- Councillor A Smith 

 

Carried 8/0  
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11.2 Allocation of Councillors to Working Groups and External Groups 

File reference GV04 
  
Author’s name A Furfaro 
Author’s position Governance Officer 
Author’s interest Nil  
  
Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising officer’s interest Nil  
  
Name of applicant / respondent Not Applicable  
  
Date report written 8 October 2021 
  
Previous meeting reference Ordinary Meeting of Council 22 October 2019 

 
Summary 
Council has previously provided Councillor representation on working groups and 
external groups. 
 
Council is requested to confirm continuing participation requirements on current groups 
and to nominate which Councillors will represent Council on those groups.   
 

Background 

Following, and since, the 2019 Local Government elections, Council has provided 
Councillor representation to the following working groups and external groups – 
 

• Onslow Local Emergency Management Committee 
• Pannawonica Local Emergency Management Committee 
• Inland Local Emergency Management Committee 
• Bush Fire Advisory Committee 
• Partnership Governing Committee (Rio Tinto) 
• Working Together Onslow (Chevron) 
• Australia Day WA – Community Citizen of the Year Award Working Group 
• Onslow Senior Citizens Units Working Group 
• Pilbara Regional Council 
• Pilbara Regional Council Various Projects Working Groups 
• Regional Road Group 
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• Onslow Community Garden Management Committee
• Pilbara District Emergency Management Committee
• Western Australian Local Government Association Pilbara Country Zone
• Development Assessment Panel
• Onslow Tourism and Progress Association
• Ashburton Land Conversation District Committee
• Roebourne / Port Hedland Land Conservation District Committee
• Lyndon Land Conservation District Committee
• Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry
• Pilbara Inland Chamber of Commerce and Industry

The Pilbara Regional Council and the Pilbara Regional Council Various Projects 
Working Groups have been disbanded (one meeting left for the Pilbara Regional 
Council). 

The Australia Day WA – Community Citizen of the Year Award Working Group and the 
Onslow Tourism and Progress Association have not previously met. 

The Onslow Community Garden Management Committee have not met for many 
years. 

The details of each of the groups is as follows – 

• Onslow Local Emergency Management Committee
- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the legislative

function of prescribed local emergency management for the area.
- Councillor representation of the Onslow Ward Councillor and the Ashburton

Ward Councillor.
- All other Councillors as Deputies.
- Meeting cycle is as required.
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place.

• Pannawonica Local Emergency Management Committee
- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the legislative

function of prescribed local emergency management for the area.
- Councillor membership of the Pannawonica Ward Councillor and any other

Councillor.
- All other Councillors as Deputies.
- Meeting cycle is as required.
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place.
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• Inland Local Emergency Management Committee 
- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the legislative 

function of prescribed local emergency management for the area. 
- Councillor membership of a Paraburdoo Ward Councillor and a Tom Price 

Ward Councillor 
- All other Councillors as Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place. 

 
• Bush Fire Advisory Committee 

- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the legislative 
function of prescribed bush fire mitigation for the area. 

- Councillor membership of a Ward Councillor generally covering each of the 
district areas (north, west, south, and east). 

- All other Councillors as Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place. 

 
• Partnership Governing Committee (Rio Tinto) 

- The general purpose is to help administer agreements between Rio Tinto 
and the Shire of Ashburton for the supply of infrastructure, services, and 
events in Tom Price and Paraburdoo. 

- Councillor membership of the Shire President, a Paraburdoo Ward 
Councillor, and a Tom Price Ward Councillor 

- Meeting cycle is two (2) per annum (or more if required). 
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place. 

 
• Working Together Onslow (Chevron) 

- The general purpose is to help administer agreements between Chevron 
and the Shire of Ashburton for the supply of infrastructure, services, and 
events in Onslow. 

- Councillor membership of the Shire President, the Onslow Ward Councillor, 
and the Ashburton Ward Councillor. 

- Meeting cycle is every three (3) months. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place. 

 
• Australia Day WA – Community Citizen of the Year Award Working Group 

- The general purpose is to select recipients of the Community Citizen of the 
Year, Community Citizen of the Year (Senior), Community Citizen of the 
Year (Youth), and Active Citizenship (Group / Event) of the Year for each 
town. 
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- Councillor membership of a Paraburdoo Ward Councillor, a Tom Price Ward 
Councillor, the Pannawonica Ward Councillor, and the Onslow Ward 
Councillor. 

- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place. 

 
• Onslow Senior Citizens Units Working Group 

- The general purpose is to help administer the Joint Venture Agreement 
overseeing the Carinya Senior Citizens Units, Onslow. 

- Councillor membership of the Onslow Ward Councillor. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Projects and Procurement. 

 
• Pilbara Regional Council 

- The general purpose is to help oversee matters impacting the Pilbara region. 
- Councillor membership of the Shire President and one other Councillor. 
- Up to two (2) Councillors as Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Chief Executive Officer. 

 
• Pilbara Regional Council Various Projects Working Groups 

- The general purpose is to help oversee matters impacting the Pilbara region 
(individual projects). 

- Councillor membership of the Shire President and one other Councillor. 
- Up to two (2) Councillors as Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Chief Executive Officer. 

 
• Regional Road Group 

- The general purpose is to oversee the allocation of funds for the Pilbara 
region road network. 

- Councillor membership of the Shire President and one other Councillor. 
- Up to two (2) Councillors as Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Infrastructure Services. 
 

• Onslow Community Garden Management Committee 
- The general purpose is to help administer the Onslow Community Garden. 
- Councillor membership of the Onslow Ward Councillor. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Infrastructure Services. 
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• Pilbara District Emergency Committee 
- The general purpose is to undertake the task of overseeing the legislative 

function of prescribed district emergency management for the area. 
- Councillor membership of one Councillor. 
- All other Councillors as Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place. 
 

• Western Australian Local Government Association Pilbara Country Zone 
- The general purpose is to provide a regional position on state matters, by 

consensus with other Councils, to the Western Australian Local Government 
Association. 

- Councillor membership of the Shire President and one other Councillor. 
- Up to two (2) Councillors as Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Chief Executive Officer. 
 

• Development Assessment Panel 
- The general purpose is to provide representation on applications of larger-

scale development matters in the region. 
- Councillor membership of the Shire President and one other Councillor. 
- Up to two (2) Councillors as Deputies. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director People and Place. 
 

• Onslow Tourism and Progress Association 
- The general purpose is to represent the Onslow community for tourism and 

progress opportunities. 
- Councillor membership of the Onslow Ward Councillor. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Chief Executive Officer. 
 

• Ashburton Land Conservation District Committee 
- The general purpose is to consider land matters in the Ashburton Land 

Conservation District. 
- Councillor membership of the Ashburton Ward Councillor. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Infrastructure Services. 

• Roebourne / Port Hedland Land Conservation District Committee 
- The general purpose is to consider land matters in the Roebourne / Port 

Hedland Land Conservation District. 
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- Councillor membership of the Tableland Ward Councillor. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Infrastructure Services. 
 

• Lyndon Land Conservation District Committee 
- The general purpose is to consider land matters in the Lyndon Land 

Conservation District. 
- Councillor membership of the Ashburton Ward Councillor. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Director Infrastructure Services. 
 

• Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
- The general purpose is to oversee and build commerce and industry 

relationships in the Onslow area. 
- Councillor membership of the Onslow Ward Councillor or the Ashburton 

Ward Councillor. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Chief Executive Officer. 
 

• Pilbara Inland Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
- The general purpose is to oversee and build commerce and industry 

relationships in the Paraburdoo and Tom Price area. 
- Councillor membership of a Paraburdoo Ward Councillor or a Tom Price 

Ward Councillor. 
- Meeting cycle is as required. 
- Responsibility assigned to Chief Executive Officer. 

 
Comment 

Representation on working groups and external groups is considered an integral part 
of Council supporting the community and the region. 
 
Representation on most of these groups is at the discretion of Council, although non-
representation on some of these groups may disadvantage the Shire as funding 
opportunities are generated through them. 
 
Without prejudice, the Shire President has offered the following observations on some 
of the working and external groups’ Council representation – 
 

• Australia Day WA – Community Citizen of the Year Award Working Group has 
not previously met. 
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• Pilbara Regional Council has only one more meeting left as it is being wound 
up. 

• Pilbara Regional Council Various Project Working Groups is linked to the 
Pilbara Regional Council and no longer meet. 

• Onslow Community Garden Management Committee has not met for many 
years. 

• Onslow Tourism and Progress Association has not previously met. 
• Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry is not required. 
• Pilbara Inland Chamber of Commerce and Industry is not required. 

 

Consultation 

Shire President 
Executive Management Team 
 

Statutory environment 

Emergency Management Act 2005 
Section 38 – Local emergency management committees 
A local government is to establish one or more local emergency management 
committees for the district.  
 

Financial implications 

Expenditure for meeting fees and costs associated with working groups and external 
groups is included in the annual budget and is considered minimal. 
 

Strategic implications 

Shire of Ashburton 10 Year Community Strategic Plan 2017- 2027 (Desktop Review 
2019) 
 
Goal 5   Inspiring Governance  
Objective 2  Community ownership 
Strategic Direction Ensure equitable and broad representation on committees and in 

community engagement activities to ensure there is well informed 
decision making. 
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Risk management 

Risk has been assessed based on the Officer Recommendation. 

Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Council not being 
appropriately 
represented at 
community and 
external groups if 
no delegates are 
appointed. 

Unlikely 
(2) 

Minor 
(2) 

Low 
(4) 

Reputation 
Substantiated, 
localised impact 
on community 
trust or low media 
item. 

Councillors 
requested to 
nominate for 
vacancies, as 
recommended. 

The following Risk Matrix has been applied: 

Adoption of this item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk 
Management Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 

This item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk Management 
Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix.  The perceived level of risk is “Low” due to the routine 
nature of Committee participation and nomination. 

Policy implications 

There are no known policies or policy implications relating to this Item. 

Voting requirement 

Simple majority 

Councillor interest declarations 

Nil 
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Officer recommendation 

That with respect to the allocation of Councillors to Working Groups and External 
Groups, Council, 
 
a does not provide representation for the following groups – 

• Australia Day WA – Community Citizen of the Year Award Working Group 
• Pilbara Regional Council 
• Pilbara Regional Council Various Projects Working Groups 
• Onslow Community Garden Management Committee 
• Onslow Tourism and Progress Association 
• Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
• Pilbara Inland Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

 
b agrees to provide representation for the following groups – 

• Onslow Local Emergency Management Committee 
• Pannawonica Local Emergency Management Committee 
• Inland Local Emergency Management Committee 
• Bush Fire Advisory Committee 
• Partnership Governing Committee (Rio Tinto) 
• Working Together Onslow (Chevron) 
• Onslow Senior Citizens Units Working Group 
• Regional Road Group 
• Pilbara District Emergency Management Committee 
• Western Australian Local Government Association Pilbara Country Zone 
• Development Assessment Panel 
• Ashburton Land Conversation District Committee 
• Roebourne / Port Hedland Land Conservation District Committee 
• Lyndon Land Conservation District Committee 

 
b appoints the following Councillor representatives to the following groups – 
 

• Onslow Local Emergency Management Committee 
- Cr K White (Onslow Ward), 
- Cr R de Pledge (Ashburton Ward), 
- All other Councillors as Deputies. 

 
• Pannawonica Local Emergency Management Committee 

- Cr M Gallanagh (Pannawonica Ward), 
- Cr _______________, and 
- All other Councillors as Deputies. 
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• Inland Local Emergency Management Committee 

- Cr _______________ (Paraburdoo Ward), 
- Cr _______________ (Tom Price Ward), and 
- All other Councillors as Deputies. 

 
• Bush Fire Advisory Committee 

- Cr _______________, 
- Cr _______________, 
- Cr _______________, 
- Cr _______________, and 
- All other Councillors as Deputies. 

 
• Partnership Governing Committee (Rio Tinto) 

- Cr _______________ (Shire President), 
- Cr _______________ (Paraburdoo Ward), and 
- Cr _______________ (Tom Price Ward). 

 
• Working Together Onslow (Chevron) 

- Cr _______________ (Shire President), 
- Cr K White (Onslow Ward), and 
- Cr R de Pledge (Ashburton Ward). 

 
• Onslow Senior Citizens Units Working Group 

- Cr K White (Onslow Ward). 
 

• Regional Road Group 
- Cr _______________ (Shire President), 
- Cr _______________, 
- Cr _______________ (Deputy), and 
- Cr _______________ (Deputy) 
 

• Pilbara District Emergency Committee 
- Cr _______________, and 
- All other Councillors as Deputies. 
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• Western Australian Local Government Association Pilbara Country Zone 
- Cr _______________ (Shire President) 
- Cr _______________, 
- Cr _______________ (Deputy), and 
- Cr _______________ (Deputy). 

 
• Ashburton Land Conservation District Committee 

- Cr R de Pledge (Ashburton Ward). 
 

• Roebourne / Port Hedland Land Conservation District Committee 
- Cr J Richardson (Tableland Ward). 

 
• Lyndon Land Conservation District Committee 

- Cr R de Pledge (Ashburton Ward). 
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Council Decision  162/2021 

Moved   Cr J Richardson   
Second   Cr M Lynch  
 
That with respect to the allocation of Councillors to Working Groups and 
External Groups, Council, 
 
a does not provide representation for the following groups – 

• Australia Day WA – Community Citizen of the Year Award Working 
Group 

• Pilbara Regional Council 
• Pilbara Regional Council Various Projects Working Groups 
• Onslow Community Garden Management Committee 
• Onslow Tourism and Progress Association 
• Onslow Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
• Pilbara Inland Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

 
b agrees to provide representation for the following groups – 

• Onslow Local Emergency Management Committee 
• Pannawonica Local Emergency Management Committee 
• Inland Local Emergency Management Committee 
• Bush Fire Advisory Committee 
• Partnership Governing Committee (Rio Tinto) 
• Working Together Onslow (Chevron) 
• Onslow Senior Citizens Units Working Group 
• Regional Road Group 
• Pilbara District Emergency Management Committee 
• Western Australian Local Government Association Pilbara Country 

Zone 
• Development Assessment Panel 
• Ashburton Land Conversation District Committee 
• Roebourne / Port Hedland Land Conservation District Committee 
• Lyndon Land Conservation District Committee 

 
b appoints the following Councillor representatives to the following groups 

– 
 

• Onslow Local Emergency Management Committee 
- Cr K White (Onslow Ward), 
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- Cr R de Pledge (Ashburton Ward),
- All other Councillors as Deputies.

• Pannawonica Local Emergency Management Committee
- Cr M Gallanagh (Pannawonica Ward),
- Cr M Lynch, and
- All other Councillors as Deputies.

• Inland Local Emergency Management Committee
- Cr A Sullivan (Paraburdoo Ward),
- Cr M Lynch (Tom Price Ward), and
- All other Councillors as Deputies.

• Bush Fire Advisory Committee
- Cr J Richardson,
- Cr R de Pledge,
- Cr M Gallanagh,
- Cr T Mladenovic, and
- All other Councillors as Deputies.

• Partnership Governing Committee (Rio Tinto)
- Cr K White (Shire President),
- Cr A Sullivan (Paraburdoo Ward),
- Cr L Rumble (Paraburdoo Ward, Deputy) and,
- Cr A Smith (Tom Price Ward, Deputy).

• Working Together Onslow (Chevron)
- Cr K White (Shire President and Onslow Ward), and
- Cr R de Pledge (Ashburton Ward).

• Onslow Senior Citizens Units Working Group
- Cr K White (Onslow Ward).

• Regional Road Group
- Cr K White (Shire President),
- Cr J Richardson,
- Cr M Lynch (Deputy), and
- Cr L Rumble (Deputy)

• Pilbara District Emergency Committee
- Cr A Smith, and
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- All other Councillors as Deputies. 
 

• Western Australian Local Government Association Pilbara Country 
Zone 
- Cr K White (Shire President) 
- Cr L Rumble (Deputy),  
- Cr M Lynch (Deputy) and, 
-  Cr A Sullivan (Deputy). 
 

• Development Assessment Panel 
- Cr K White, and 
-  Cr L Rumble. 

 
• Ashburton Land Conservation District Committee 

- Cr R de Pledge (Ashburton Ward). 
 

• Roebourne / Port Hedland Land Conservation District Committee 
- Cr J Richardson (Tableland Ward). 

 
• Lyndon Land Conservation District Committee 

- Cr R de Pledge (Ashburton Ward). 
 

Carried 8/0 
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11.3 Change of date for the December 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting  

File reference GV04 
  
Author’s name A Furfaro 
Author’s position Governance Officer 
Author’s interest Nil 
  
Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising officer’s interest Nil 
  
Name of applicant / respondent Not applicable 
  
Date report written 6 October 2021 
  
Previous meeting reference Not applicable 

 
Summary 
Council is required to provide public notice of the date, time, and place of Council 
meetings. 
 
It has been suggested the currently advertised date for the December 2021 Ordinary 
Council Meeting (21 December 2021), and the proximity to Christmas, may create 
quorum issues for Council.  
 
Council is requested to change the meeting date for the December 2021 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. 

Background 

In October 2020, Council resolved to adopt the meeting schedule for the period from 
February 2021 to December 2021. 
 
The resolution identified the December 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting, as being held 
on 21 December 2021, commencing at 1:00pm, at the Council Chambers, Onslow 
Shire Complex, Second Avenue, Onslow. 
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Comment 

It has been suggested the currently advertised date for the December 2021 Ordinary 
Council Meeting may result in quorum issues due to the timing of the meeting being so 
close to Christmas with some Councillors indicating they may not be in attendance. 

Tuesday 14 December 2021 has been identified as a suitable alternative date on which 
to hold the meeting. 

Approval is sought to change the date of the December 2021 Ordinary Council 
Meeting, with the location and commencement times remaining unchanged. 

Consultation 

Councillors 
Executive Leadership Team 

Statutory environment 

Local Government Act 1995 
Section 5.25 (Regulations about council and committee meetings and committees) 
Council is required to give public notice of the date and agenda for Council and 
Committee meetings. 

Financial implications 

There are no known financial implications. 

Strategic implications 

Shire of Ashburton Strategic Community Plan 2017-2027 Living Life (2019 Desktop 
Review) 

Goal 05 Inspiring Governance 
Objective 3 Council leadership 

Risk management 

Risk has been assessed based on the Officer Recommendation. 

Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Council not being 
able to hold the 
September 2021 

Rare 
(1) 

Moderate 
(3) 

Low 
(3) 

Compliance 
Short-term non-
compliance 

Identify a suitable 
alternative date. 
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Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Ordinary Council 
Meeting. 

 
The following Risk Matrix has been applied: 
 

 
 
Adoption of this item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk 
Management Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 
 
The perceived level of risk is low due to the regulatory nature of this process. 

Policy implications 

ELM01 – Council and other meetings 

Voting requirement 

Simple majority 

Councillor interest declarations 

Nil 

Officer recommendation 

That with respect to the change of date for the December 2021 Ordinary Council 
Meeting, Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 section 5.25 
amends the date of the December 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting to 14 December 
2021, with the location and time to remain unchanged (Council Chambers, Onslow 
Shire Complex, Second Avenue, Onslow, commencing 1:00pm). 
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Council Decision  163/2021 

Moved   Cr M Lynch 
Second   Cr J Richardson 
 
That with respect to the change of date for the December 2021 Ordinary Council 
Meeting, Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 section 
5.25 amends the date of the December 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting to 14 
December 2021, with the location and time to remain unchanged (Council 
Chambers, Onslow Shire Complex, Second Avenue, Onslow, commencing 
1:00pm). 
 

Carried 8/0 
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11.4 “More than Mining” Campaign - Request for Council Support 

File reference ED216 

Author’s name N Cain 
Author’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Author’s interest Nil 

Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising officer’s interest Nil 

Name of applicant / respondent Not applicable 

Date report written 8 August 2021 

Previous meeting reference Not applicable 

Summary 
Brendon Grylls (from Brendon Grylls Group) recently raised the matter of fringe 
benefits tax reform with the Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of a consortium of 
regional local government authorities, to discuss potential reforms to Fringe Benefits 
Taxation policy to be spearheaded by the “More than Mining” campaign. 

This Agenda Item serves to inform Council of the campaign. 

Council is requested to pledge financial support towards the campaign. 

Background 

On Thursday 29 July 2021 the Chief Executive Officer discussed with Brendon Grylls 
(from Brendon Grylls Group), who is representing a consortium of regional local 
governments, Council’s possible support to the “More than Mining” campaign. 

The “More than Mining” campaign is targeted at changing taxation policy to enable 
people living in regional mining towns and cities to be independent of resource-sector 
employers for housing and liveability. 

The campaign seeks to encourage, where possible, people to buy property and 
relocate into towns which are predominantly driven by the boom-bust property 
investment cycle typical of historical mining life cycles. 
The “More than Mining” campaign is targeting housing affordability support to 
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individuals, as shown in the attached presentations, which is intended to: 
• Incentivise regional relocation, 
• Stabilise population churn, 
• Normalise living costs, and 
• Support local small business prosperity. 

Attachment 11.4A 
Attachment 11.4B 

To date, the following organisations have supported the campaign: 
• Karratha and Districts Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
• City of Karratha, 
• Shire of East Pilbara, 
• City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, 
• Shire of Coolgardie, 
• Shire of Leonora, 
• Isaac Regional Council, 
• Mount Isa City Council, 
• Broken Hill City Council, and 
• Australian Mining Cities Allowance. 

 
The “More than Mining” tax reform proposes to expand Fringe Benefits Taxation 
concessions from 50% to 100% for individuals in regional mining communities allowing 
people to buy a house, or rent a house, with pre-tax dollars. 
 
It is intended with a lower tax bill, people can be more confident in a decision to buy a 
house, or save up faster, and be protected from cyclical rent spikes. 
 
The increase in Fringe Benefits Tax concessions will make it easier financially for 
residents to live in mining towns and cities longer, slowing population churn and 
stabilising the demand for housing in the regions, which is likely to smooth out the 
boom-bust impacts on property values. 
 
Council has been requested to join with other local governments and make a financial 
pledge to the campaign of between $30,000 to $35,000 to assist in research, 
submission finalisation, marketing, and publicity. 
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Comment 

It is difficult to ascertain the exact return-on-investment regarding the financial pledge. 
 
Of note, however, is the link between this campaign and the “yet-to-be-formally-
adopted” Staff Accommodation Strategy for the Shire. The following is an extract from 
the Council Agenda Item relating to the adoption of the Staff Accommodation Strategy: 
 

The Shire has maintained a staff level of approximately 180 employees for the 
last five years, with staff located in various locations. Of the 100 properties 
accommodating staff, 56 are owned by the Shire, 29 are Rio Tinto properties 
(managed by Sodexo), 13 are private rentals and 1 is rented from the Housing 
Authority. 46% of staff receive no assistance for housing from the Shire, they 
instead benefit from spousal accommodation provisions. Should a change of 
circumstances occur in the spouse’s employer the Shire is not currently able to 
offer these staff accommodation, further exacerbating the housing provisions. 
Recruitment of staff continues to be impacted by limited or inadequate housing 
stock. 

 
Additionally, the Staff Accommodation Strategy highlights the challenges of 
accommodation within the Shire, and not simply for Shire staff: 
 
 Housing and Land Shortage 

Access to housing for staff, as well as other essential workers, is a very real 
problem – particularly in Tom Price. In Tom Price and Paraburdoo, most of the 
staff housing stock is owned by Rio Tinto, which provides an additional layer of 
complexity. Anecdotal reports suggested essential services have been delayed 
or deferred (such as banking services, post office workers and doctors) because 
suitable accommodation has not been made available. 

 
There also continues to be a lack of private developer interest and shortage of 
developable land in Tom Price, which was identified through the Royalties for 
Regions program several years ago. This is an issue that has not yet been 
resolved. 

 
Mining Towns 
Mining Towns come with their own unique set of challenges. As predominately 
single economy towns, the housing supply is vulnerable to external factors, such 
as commodity prices. This impacts directly on house prices – which are well 
above the State Average. 
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One size does not fit all 
Each Town has its own unique challenges and requires a very different 
approach. 

 
Tom Price is well established but land locked. Most of the housing is 40 years 
old and nearly 80% is owned by Rio Tinto Houses are very hard to source, 
particularly given the current resource boom. 

 
Onslow on the other hand, is a small town that has seen exponential growth in 
recent years, which is forecast to continue. 

 
High Costs 
Being located above the 26th parallel directly attributes to a higher-than-
average expense – both in terms of building costs, on-going maintenance, and 
operational expenses (for power etc.). 

 
On the face of it the “More than Mining” campaign targets some of the challenges 
associated with housing issues in regional communities driven by the resources-sector 
and is likely to support mining companies to better resource their operations using local 
resources. 
 
Coupled with the relatively low-cost commitment, Shire officers believe this is 
noteworthy campaign to support as, if successful, the investment into the Shire is likely 
to increase and employee turnover decrease. 

Consultation 

Chief Executive Officer 
Director Corporate Services 

Statutory environment 

Local Government Act 1995 
Section 5.56 (Role of Council) 
The Council is to govern the local government’s affairs, oversee the local government’s 
finances and resources, and determine the local government’s policies. 
 
Section 3.1 (General function) 
The general function of a local government is to provide for the good government of 
persons in the district. 
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Financial implications 

Council is being requested to pledge between $30,000 and $35,000 towards the ore 
than Mining” campaign. The proposed 2021-2022 Annual Budget has advocacy 
funding for instances such as this. 

Strategic implications 

Shire of Ashburton Strategic Community Plan 2017-2027 Living Life (2019 Desktop 
Review) 
 
Goal 2   Economic Prosperity 
Objective 2  Enduring partnerships with industry and government 
Strategic Direction Partner with industry and government to target their investment in 

stimulating more diversified business and economic development 
to benefit communities and the local economy. 

Risk management 

Risk has been assessed based on the Officer Recommendation. 
 

Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Council does not 
support the 
campaign and is 
perceived as not 
assisting the 
community to invest 
and grow. 

Possible 
(3) 

Moderate 
(3) 

Moderate 
(9) 

Reputation 
Substantiated, 
public 
embarrassment, 
moderate impact 
on community 
trust or moderate 
media profile. 

Provide Council 
with adequate 
information to make 
an informed 
decision. 

The “More than 
Mining” campaign is 
not successful. 

Possible 
(3) 

Minor 
(2) 

 

Moderate 
(6) 

Financial Impact 
$10,000 to 
$100,000 

Very little can be 
done to mitigate this 
from occurring. 
Council is 
encouraged to 
spread the word to 
political advocates. 
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The following Risk Matrix has been applied: 
 

 
 
Adoption of this item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk 
Management Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 
 
The perceived level of risk is “Moderate” because of the potential for negativity in the 
community. A successful campaign, which may make a difference for mining 
communities, is seen as an opportunity. 

Policy implications 

There are no known policy implications. 

Voting requirement 

Simple majority 

Councillor interest declarations 

Cr M Lynch   - Financial 
Cr T Mladenovic  - Indirect Financial 
Cr L Rumble   - Financial 
Cr A Smith   - Indirect Financial 
Cr A Sullivan   - Financial 

Additional 

Due to a lack of quorum at previous meetings, this item has been re-presented for 
Council’s consideration. 
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Officer recommendation 

That with respect to the “More than Mining” Campaign - Request for Council Support, 
Council, 

a Supports the “More than Mining” campaign, targeting taxation reform, which is 
intended to assist to: 
i Incentivise regional relocation, 
ii Stabilise population churn, 
iii Normalise living costs, 
iv Support local small business prosperity, and 

b Pledges up to $35,000 to the campaign to assist in research, submission 
finalisation, marketing, and publicity. 

Council Decision 

The quorum required for the meeting to continue, and consider this item, could not be 
met (as per Section 5.19 of the Local Government Act 1995). Council proceeded to the 
next item of business. 
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12 Corporate Services reports 

12.1 Monthly Schedule of Accounts Paid 

File reference FM03 
  
Author’s name T Dayman 
Author’s position A / Director Corporate Services 
Author’s interest Nil 
  
Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising officer’s interest Nil 
  
Name of applicant / respondent Not applicable 
  
Date report written 6 October 2021 
  
Previous meeting reference Not applicable 

 
Summary 
Council is required to have produced a Schedule of Accounts Paid each month 
containing relevant information, as legislated. 
 
The purpose of this Report is to present the –  
   •   Schedule of Creditor Accounts Paid for September 2021, 
   •   Trust Fund Payments for September 2021, and 
   •   Corporate Credit Card Reconciliations for August 2021. 
 
Council is requested to confirm the Monthly Schedule of Accounts Paid, as presented. 

Background 

The Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 require Shire 
officers, monthly and within a prescribed timeframe, to prepare a schedule of payments 
made from the Municipal Fund and the Trust Fund and present this to Council for 
confirmation. 

Comment 

Shire officers have prepared the Monthly Schedule of Accounts Paid, in accordance 
with legislative requirements, and this is attached. 
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Attachment 12.1A 

Consultation 

Executive Leadership Team 
Middle Management Group 
Finance Team 

Statutory environment 

Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 
Regulation 13 (Payments from municipal fund or trust fund by Chief Executive Officer, 
Chief Executive Officer’s duties as to etc.) 
Where the Chief Executive Officer has been delegated the exercise of power to make 
payments from the Municipal Fund or the Trust Fund, a list of accounts authorised for 
payment by the Chief Executive Officer is to be presented each month to Council. 

Financial implications 

Payments included on the Schedule of Accounts Paid have been undertaken in 
accordance with appropriate processes and the Annual Budget. 
 
For the month under review the following summarised details are presented: 
 
Description Amount $ 
  
Municipal Fund  
   Electronic Funds Transfers 3,987,592.40 
   Superannuation / Payroll (Direct Debits) 202,049.14 
   Cheques 0.00 
   Credit Cards 5,330.50 
   Bank Fees and Charges 2,427.25 
Municipal Fund Total 4,197,399.29 
  
Trust Fund  
   Electronic Funds Transfers 0.00 
Trust Fund Total 0.00 
  
  

 
  

50



Unconfirmed Minutes – Public Ordinary Council Meeting 19 October 2021 

50 

Strategic implications 

Shire of Ashburton Strategic Community Plan 2017-2027 Living Life (2019 Desktop 
Review) 

Goal 5   Inspiring Governance 
Objective 4  Exemplary team and work environment 
Desired Outcome Highly functioning Shire team who effectively manages Shire 

resources to build strong communities. 

Risk management 

Risk has been assessed based on the Officer Recommendation. 

Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Council does not 
accept the Shire 
officer 
recommendation. 

Unlikely 
(2) 

Minor 
(2) 

Low 
(4) 

Compliance 
Some temporary 
non-compliances 

Provide Council 
with adequate 
information to make 
an informed 
decision. 

The following Risk Matrix has been applied: 

Adoption of this item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk 
Management Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 

The perceived level of risk is “Low” because of the financial controls in place and the 
regularity of review of the information contained within these reports. 

Policy implications 

FIN06 Significant Accounting Policy 
This Council Policy provides guidelines for the preparation of financial reports. 
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ELM10 Financial Sustainability Policy 
This Council policy commits Council to ensuring no decisions will be made without 
considering the long-term financial impact of those decisions. 

Voting requirement 

Simple majority 

Councillor interest declarations 

Nil 

Officer recommendation 

That with respect to the Monthly Schedule of Accounts Paid, Council, in accordance 
with Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 Regulation 13 
confirms the Monthly Schedule of Accounts Paid for September 2021, as included at 
Attachment 12.1A. 
 

Council Decision  164/2021 

Moved   Cr R De Pledge 
Second   Cr M Lynch 
 
That with respect to the Monthly Schedule of Accounts Paid, Council, in 
accordance with Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 
Regulation 13 confirms the Monthly Schedule of Accounts Paid for September 
2021, as included at Attachment 12.1A. 
 

Carried 8/0  
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12.2 Monthly Financial Statements – September 2021 

File reference FM03 
  
Author’s name T Dayman 
Author’s position A / Director Corporate Services 
Author’s interest Nil 
  
Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising officer’s interest Nil 
  
Name of applicant / respondent Not applicable 
  
Date report written 6 October 2021 
  
Previous meeting reference Not applicable 

 
Summary 
Council is required to have produced a Statement of Financial Activity each month 
containing relevant information, as legislated. 
 
The purpose of this Report is to present the Statement of Financial Activity for the 
month ended September 2021. 
 
Council is requested to accept the Statement of Financial Activity. 
 

Background 

The Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 require Shire 
officers, monthly and within a prescribed timeframe, to prepare financial reports 
covering prescribed information and present these to Council. 

Comment 

Shire officers have prepared the Statement of Financial Activity, and supporting 
documentation, in accordance with legislative requirements (as attached). 

Attachment 12.2A 
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Consultation 

Executive Leadership Team 
Middle Management Group 
Finance Team 

Statutory environment 

Local Government Act 1995 
Section 6.4 (Financial report) 
Local governments are required to prepare and present financial reports, on an annual 
basis and at any other time, and in any other format, as prescribed. 
 
Regulation 34 (Financial activity statement required each month (Act s. 6.4) 
Shire officers are to prepare each month a statement of financial activity reporting on 
the revenue and expenditure as set out in the annual budget. Each statement of 
financial activity is to be accompanied by information explaining the composition of net 
assets less committed and restricted assets, any material variances and any other 
supporting information considered relevant. 

Financial implications 

Commentary on the current financial position is outlined within the body of the attached 
reports.  

Strategic implications 

There are no strategic implications for this item. 

Risk management 

Risk has been assessed based on the Officer Recommendation. 
 

Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Material 
misstatement or 
significant error in 
the financial 
statements. 

Unlikely 
(2) 

Moderate 
(3) 

Moderate 
(6) 

Financial Impact 
$100,000 to $1m 

Review of financial 
position information 
to be undertaken 
regularly and by 
multiple Shire 
officers. 

Council does not 
accept the Shire 
officer 
recommendation. 

Unlikely 
(2) 

Minor 
(2) 

Low 
(4) 

Compliance 
Some temporary 
non-compliances 

Provide Councillors 
with sufficient 
information for 
decision making. 
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The following Risk Matrix has been applied: 

Adoption of this item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk 
Management Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 

The perceived level of risk is “Low” because of the financial controls in place and the 
regularity of review of the information contained within these reports. 

Policy implications 

FIN06 Significant Accounting Policy 
This Council Policy provides guidelines for the preparation of financial reports. 

ELM10 Financial Sustainability Policy 
This Council policy commits Council to ensuring no decisions will be made without 
considering the long-term financial impact of those decisions. 

Voting requirement 

Simple majority 

Councillor interest declarations 

Nil 

Officer recommendation 

That with respect to the Monthly Financial Statements, Council, in accordance with 
Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 regulation 34 accepts 
the Statement of Financial Activity, and associated documentation, for September 
2021, as included at Attachment 12.2A. 
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Council Decision 165/2021 

Moved Cr L Rumble 
Second Cr R de Pledge 

That with respect to the Monthly Financial Statements, Council, in accordance 
with Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 regulation 34 
accepts the Statement of Financial Activity, and associated documentation, for 
September 2021, as included at Attachment 12.2A. 

Carried 8/0 
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13 People and Place reports 

Nil 

14 Infrastructure Services reports 

Nil 
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15 Projects and Procurement reports 

15.1 Award of RFT 10.21 Construction Only of Tom Price Childcare and 
Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price 

File reference POI.0400 
CM10.21 

Author’s name C McGurk  
Author’s position Director Projects and Procurement 
Author’s interest Nil  

Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising officer’s interest Nil  

Name of applicant / respondent Not Applicable  

Date report written 6 October 2021 

Previous meeting reference Agenda Item 16.3 (Minute 14/2021) Council 
Meeting 16 February 2021 

Summary 
Council has included in the 2021-2022 Annual Budget the construction of a Childcare 
Centre and a Combined Emergency Services Centre in Tom Price. 

Five (5) tenders, all conforming, were received in response to RFT 10.21 Construction 
of Tom Price Childcare and Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price. The 
evaluation panel has completed the assessment of the conforming submissions and 
provided a recommendation.  

Council is requested to authorise the engagement of the recommended contractor for 
the Construction Only of the Tom Price Childcare and Combined Emergency Services 
facilities in line with the capital works program for 2021-2022. 
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Confidentiality 
An attachment to this report is confidential in accordance with section 5.23 of the Local 
Government Act 1995 because it deals with – 
 
“a contract entered into, or which may be entered into, by the local government and 
which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting.” 
 

Background 

Request for Tender (RFT) RFT 10.21 - Construction of Tom Price Childcare and 
Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price, WA was issued via the Shire’s e-tendering 
portal (known as Tenderlink) on Saturday 14 August 2021 and closed on Tuesday 14 
September 2021 at 2:00 pm. The Tender was advertised via state-wide public notice 
in The West Australian newspaper from Saturday 14 August 2021. RFT 10.21 was 
undertaken in accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 to invite suitably 
registered, qualified, and experienced contractors to submit bids to enter a Contract 
for the RFT 10.21, in accordance with the tender brief as detailed below: 
 

The Shire of Ashburton seeks tender submissions from suitably registered, 
qualified, and experienced Contractors for the works associated with 
construction of Tom Price Childcare Centre and the Combined Emergency 
Services buildings, at Lots 19 and 20 South Road, Tom Price, WA. 
 
The Scope of Works is divided into two separable portions, summarised as 
follows: 
 

• Separable Portion 01: Tom Price Childcare (TPCC), Lot 19: The new 
single storey facility will be able to accommodate ninety-six (96) children 
and 19 staff members, including dedicated Indoor and Outdoor Play 
Areas, a maintenance shed and 24 bay car park. 
 

• Separable Portion 02: Combined Emergency Services (CES), Lot 20: 
The new single storey facility will accommodate the relocation of the 
existing State emergency Service (SES) and the Bush Fire Brigade 
(BFB), services in Tom Price. The works include offices, appliance bays, 
a training tower, parking, BBQ area, relocation of an existing container 
and dome structure and various external works. 
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Comment 

The Qualitative Criteria was approved prior to the advertisement of the RFT. Each 
Criterion was given the following weightings and included within the RFT document. 
 

Criteria Weighting 
(a) Relevant Company Experience and Performance 15% 
(b) Key Personnel 15% 
(c) Resources / Plant / Equipment 5% 

(d) 
Methodology / Programme / Quality and OHS Systems / 
Risk Management 

15% 

(e) Price 50% 
 

Each Panel Member individually assessed the Qualitative Criteria responses of the 
Tender submissions. 
 
The submissions were assessed against the Qualitative Criteria and each Criterion 
was given a score in accordance with the Evaluation Guide contained within the 
Evaluation Spreadsheets. 
 
A rating scale of zero-to-ten (0 - 10) was used for evaluating the Tender submissions 
in accordance with the Qualitative Criteria, with 0 being lowest and 10 being highest. 
 
The evaluation and recommendation report, including the overall evaluation scores 
and rankings, is attached. 

Confidential Attachment 15.1A 

The evaluation of the submissions received against the quantitative and qualitative 
criteria resulted in the rankings (in order of priority) as shown below – 
 

1. Emirge Pty Ltd 
2. Cooper and Oxley Pty Ltd 
3. Decmil Australia Pty Ltd 
4. Mitie Construction Pty Ltd 
5. Devlyn Australia Pty Ltd 

 
A probity audit undertaken on the process identified there were no probity issues for 
note. 
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Consultation 

Executive Leadership  
Team Assessment Panel  
Procurement Department  
 
Statutory environment 

Local Government Act 1995  
3.57. Tenders for providing goods or services 

(1) A local government is required to invite tenders before it enters a contract of 
a prescribed kind under which another person is to supply goods or services.  
(2) Regulations may make provision about tenders.  

 
Local Government (Functions and General) Regulation 1996 Pt.2 Div.2  
Division 2 — Tenders for providing goods or services (s. 3.57) 

11. When tenders must be publicly invited 
(1) Tenders are to be publicly invited according to the requirements of this 
Division before a local government enters a contract for another person to 
supply goods or services if the consideration under the contract is, or is 
expected to be, more, or worth more, than $250 000 unless sub regulation (2) 
states otherwise.  

Financial implications 

The 2021-2022 Annual Budget provision for both projects combined is $9,408,000.00. 
 
The recommended contractor (Emirge Pty Ltd) has submitted a fixed lump sum price 
of $8,493,439.50 (ex GST) as per the Price Schedule contained in RFT 10.21 and 
represents the most advantageous and best value for money submission. 
 
Funding bodies for these facilities includes, amongst others, the Shire, the State 
Government and Rio Tinto Iron Ore. 

Strategic implications 

Shire of Ashburton Strategic Community Plan 2017-2027 Living Life (2019 Desktop 
Review) 
 
Goal 1   Vibrant and Active Communities  
Objective 2  Sustainable services, clubs, associations, and facilities 
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Strategic Direction Prepare plans, programs, and schedules to provide cost effective 
access and optimisation of existing community facilities – and 
provide new or upgraded facilities to accommodate future needs. 

  
Goal 4   Quality Services and Infrastructure 
Objective 1  Quality Public Infrastructure 
Strategic Direction Provide and maintain affordable infrastructure to serve the current 

and future needs of the community, environment, industry, and 
business. 

Risk management 

Risk has been assessed based on the Officer Recommendation. 
 

Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Council does not 
approve the 
recommendation to 
award the tender. 
 

Possible 
(3) 

Moderate 
(3) 

Moderate 
(9) 

Substantiated, 
public 
embarrassment, 
moderate impact 
on community 
trust or moderate 
media profile 

Provide sufficient 
information for 
informed decision 
making. 

Council approves 
the 
recommendation to 
award the tender 
and the tenderer 
cannot complete the 
works due to 
financial matters. 

Possible 
(3) 

Major 
(4) 

High 
(12) 

$1million to $5 
million 

Mitigated by the 
appointment of a 
Project 
Management 
Consultant with the 
specialised skills to 
run multiple projects 
to deliver Council’s 
adopted Capital 
Works Program. 

Council approves 
the 
recommendation to 
award the tender 
and the tenderer 
cannot complete the 
works to time. 

Major 
(4) 

Major 
(4) 

High 
(16) 

Exceeds deadline 
by 20% of project 
timeline 

Mitigated by the 
appointment of a 
Project 
Management 
Consultant with the 
specialised skills to 
run multiple projects 
to deliver Council’s 
adopted Capital 
Works Program. 
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The following Risk Matrix has been applied: 

Adoption of this item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk 
Management Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 

This item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk Management 
Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 

The perceived level of risk is “Moderate to High” risk and will be mitigated by the 
appointment of a Project Management Consultant with the specialised skills to run 
multiple projects to deliver Council’s adopted Capital Works Program. 

Policy implications 

AMP 01 Asset Management Policy 
FIN12 Purchasing Policy 

Voting requirement 

Simple majority  

Councillor interest declarations 

Cr M Lynch  - Indirect Financial
Cr T Mladenovic - Indirect Financial
Cr L Rumble  - Financial
Cr A Smith  - Indirect Financial
Cr A Sullivan  - Financial
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Officer recommendation 

That with respect to the award of RFT 10.21 Construction of Tom Price Childcare and 
Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price, Council, 
 
a Notes the Evaluation Report, as included at Confidential Attachment 15.1A, 
 
b Accepts the submission from Emirge Pty Ltd, for RFT 10.21 Construction of 

Tom Price Childcare and Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price, for the 
tendered fixed lump sum price of $8,493,439.50 (ex GST), as being the most 
advantageous and best value for money, and 

 
c Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and engross the contract, 

with or without minor modification, with Emirge Pty Ltd based on their submitted 
and accepted submission. 

 
Council Decision 
 
The quorum required for the meeting to continue, and consider this item, could not be 
met (as per Section 5.19 of the Local Government Act 1995). Council proceeded to the 
next item of business. 

  

64



Unconfirmed Minutes – Public Ordinary Council Meeting 19 October 2021 

64 
  

16 Councillor agenda items / notices of motions 

Nil 
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17 New business of an urgent nature introduced by 
Council decision 

Council Decision  166/2021 
 
Moved   Cr M Lynch  
Second   Cr J Richardson  
 
That with respect to new business of an urgent nature introduced by Council 
decision Council, at 1:33pm, pursuant to Clause 5.4 of the Shire of Ashburton 
Standing Orders Local Law 2012 consider the following new business – 
 
17.1 Onslow Land Purchase 
 

Carried 8/0 
 
Council Decision  167/2021 
 
Moved   Cr M Lynch   
Second   Cr R de Pledge   
 
That Council, at 1:34pm, pursuant to Clause 6.2 of the Shire of Ashburton 
Standing Orders Local Law 2012 consider the following confidential items 
behind closed doors – 
 
17.1 Onslow Land Purchase 
 

Carried 8/0 
 
Council Decision  168/2021 
 
Moved   Cr M Lynch   
Second   Cr J Richardson   
 
That Council, at 1:35pm, suspend Shire of Ashburton Standing Orders Local Law 
2012. 
 

Carried 8/0 
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Council Decision 169/2021 

Moved Cr L Rumble  
Second Cr R de Pledge 

That Council, at 1:42pm, resume Shire of Ashburton Standing Orders Local Law 
2012. 

Carried 8/0 

Council Decision 170/2021 

Moved Cr L Rumble  
Second Cr R de Pledge 

That Council, at 1:43pm, move out from behind closed doors. 

Carried 8/0 
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17.1 Onslow Land Purchase 

File reference SIM 0385 
  
Author’s name R Wright 
Author’s position Manager Land and Asset Compliance 
Author’s interest Nil 
  
Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising officer’s interest Nil 
  
Name of applicant / respondent Nil 
  
Date report written 15 October 2021 
  
Previous meeting reference Agenda item 18.1 (Minute 120/2021) Ordinary 

Council Meeting 20 July 2021 
 
Summary 
Council has previously resolved to delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to 
purchase land for the development of a future Cultural Centre in Onslow. 
 
Prior to a formal offer being presented, due diligence regarding the physical land assets 
was undertaken. 
 
Council is requested to consider the implications of the due diligence reporting with 
regards to the purchase price previously discussed with the landowner. 
 

Confidentiality 
This report is confidential in accordance with section 5.23 of the Local Government Act 
1995 because it deals with – 
 
“a contract entered into, or which may be entered into, by the local government and 
which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting.” 
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Council Decision  171/2021 
 
Moved   Cr M Lynch 
Second   Cr J Richardson 
 
That with respect to the acquisition of Lot 385 Simpson Street, Onslow, Council,  
  
a Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to place the Trust Account 

Committed Dollars for Site Contamination Remediation outlined within the 
body of this report in a Trust Account for the purpose of contaminated 
site works, noting any surplus (if existing) will revert to the current 
landowner on completion of the works, and proceed with the purchase of 
the land, 

     
b Authorises the Shire President and Chief Executive Officer to engross all 

documents associated with the land acquisition in accordance with the 
laws of Western Australia, 

 
c Acknowledges the funding from Chevron Australia and the State of 

Western Australia, for an amount of $2.0 million towards the future design 
and development costs associated with the land, which may include any 
outstanding contaminated site works, and 

   
d Requests the Chief Executive Officer to commence planning for the 

design of a new Arts and Cultural Centre (Onslow) if the land purchase is 
successful and, once the above authorisations have been met, present 
this concept to Council within the next twelve months. 

 
Carried 8/0 
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18 Confidential matters 

Nil 

19 Next meeting 

The next Ordinary Council Meeting will be held at 1:00pm on Tuesday 16 November 
2021 at Ashburton Hall – Ashburton Avenue, Paraburdoo. 

20 Closure of meeting 

There being no further business, the Presiding Member closed the meeting at 1:45pm. 
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Shire of Ashburton 

Special Council Meeting 
 
 
The Chief Executive Officer recommends the endorsement of these minutes at the 
next Ordinary Council Meeting. 

 
K Donohoe 
Chief Executive Officer 
26 October 2021 
 
 
 
These minutes were confirmed by Council as a true and accurate record of 
proceedings at the Special Council Meeting held on Monday 25 October 2021. 
 
 
Presiding Member  ____________________ 
 
Date    ____________________ 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
Recommendations and resolutions contained in this document are subject to 
confirmation by Council. The Shire of Ashburton warns anyone who has an application 
lodged with Council must obtain, and should only rely on, written confirmation of the 
outcomes of the application following the Council meeting, and any conditions 
attaching to the decision made by Council in respect of the application. No 
responsibility whatsoever is implied, or accepted, by the Shire of Ashburton for any 
act, omission, statement, or intimation occurring during a Council meeting. 
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1 Declaration of opening 

The Presiding Member declared the meeting open at 7:02pm and moved the following 
recommendation – 

Shire President Recommendation 
That with regards to the attendance requirements for the meeting to be conducted, as 
per the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 Regulation 14A, Council, 
by an Absolute Majority – 

a Approves the attendance by attendees via telephone or electronic means, 
noting each attendee is in instantaneous communication with each person 
present at the meeting, and 

b Approves the locations, as chosen by each of the attendees, as being suitable 
to conduct the business of the meeting. 

Council Decision 172/2021 

Moved Cr K White   
Second Cr R de Pledge 

That with regards to the attendance requirements for the meeting to be 
conducted, as per the Local Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 
Regulation 14A, Council, by an Absolute Majority – 

a Approves the attendance by attendees via telephone or electronic means, 
noting each attendee is in instantaneous communication with each 
person present at the meeting, and 

b Approves the locations, as chosen by each of the attendees, as being 
suitable to conduct the business of the meeting. 

Carried 5/0 

The Presiding Member requested the Chief Executive Officer read aloud the following 
correspondence and noted each Councillor had been provided a copy -  
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As per the letter from the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries, Cr L Rumble, Cr T Mladenovic, and Cr A Smith were unable to participate 
in the Special Council Meeting. 

1.1 Acknowledgement of country 

As representatives of the Shire of Ashburton Council, we respectfully acknowledge the 
local Indigenous people, the traditional custodians of this land where we are meeting 
upon today and pay our respects to them and their elders past, present and emerging. 

2 Announcement of visitors 

Nil 
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3 Attendance 

3.1 Present 

Elected members 
Cr K White   Onslow Ward, President 
Cr M Lynch   Tom Price Ward, Deputy President 
CR A Sullivan  Paraburdoo Ward 
Cr J Richardson  Tablelands Ward 
Cr R de Pledge  Ashburton Ward 
 
Employees 
K Donohoe   Chief Executive Officer 
N Cain   Director Corporate Services 
C McGurk   Director Projects and Procurement 
A Furfaro   Governance Officer 
 
Guests 
Nil 
 
Members of the public 
Nil 
 
Members of the media 
Nil 
 

3.2 Apologies 

Nil 

3.3 Approved leave of absence 

Nil  

4 Question time 

4.1 Response to previous questions taken on notice 

Nil 
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4.2 Public question time 

Nil 

5 Applications for leave of absence 

Nil 

6 Declaration by members 

6.1 Due consideration by Councillors to the agenda 

Councillors note they have given due consideration to all matters contained in this 
agenda. 

6.2 Declarations of interest 

A member who has an Impartiality, Proximity or Financial interest in any matter to be 
discussed at this meeting must disclose the nature of the interest either in a written 
notice, given to the Chief Executive Officer, prior to the meeting, or at the meeting 
immediately before the matter is discussed. 

A member who makes a disclosure in respect to an interest must not preside at the 
part of the meeting which deals with the matter, or participate in, or be present during 
any discussion or decision-making process relative to the matter, unless the disclosing 
member is permitted to do so under Section 5.68 or Section 5.69 of the Local 
Government Act 1995. 

The following declarations of interest are disclosed –  

Item 11.4 “More than Mining” Campaign – Request for Council Support 

Declarant Cr M Lynch 
Declaration of Interest Financial – I am an employee in the “Mining” industry. 

Declarant Cr T Mladenovic 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – I am provided housing by Rio Tinto and 

my employer is partly funded by Rio Tinto.  
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Declarant   Cr L Rumble 
Declaration of Interest Financial - I am elected member of council and rate payer 

who has share in Rio Tinto. 
 
Declarant Cr A Smith 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – My husband is an employee of Rio 

Tinto and a shareholder with less than $10,000. 
 
Declarant Cr A Sullivan 
Declaration of Interest Financial – I am an employee of Rio Tinto and I hold shares 

above the nominated amount with Rio Tinto. 
 
Item 15.1 Award of RFT 10.21 Construction only of Tom Price Childcare and Combined 
Emergency Services, Tom Price 
 
Declarant Cr M Lynch 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – I am an employee and tenant of Rio 

Tinto. I am paid a salary by Pilbara Iron. 
 
Declarant Cr T Mladenovic 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – I am provided housing by Rio Tinto and 

my employer is partly funded by Rio Tinto. My employer 
has also been awarded the operational Tender for the 
Childcare Centre. 

 
Declarant   Cr L Rumble 
Declaration of Interest Financial – Elected member of Council and has Rio Tinto 

Shares.  
 
Declarant Cr A Sullivan 
Declaration of Interest Financial – I am an employee of Rio Tinto and I hold shares 

above the nominated amount with Rio Tinto. 
 
Declarant Cr A Smith 
Declaration of Interest Indirect Financial – My husband is an employee of Rio 

Tinto and a shareholder with less than $10,000. 
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7 Announcements by the Presiding Member and 
Councillors without discussion 

Nil 

8 Petitions / Deputations / Presentations 

8.1 Petitions 

Nil 

8.2 Deputations 

Nil 

8.3 Presentations 

Nil 

9 Confirmation of minutes 

Nil 

10 En bloc resolutions 

10.1 Agenda items adopted en bloc 

Nil 
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11 Office of the Chief Executive Officer reports 

11.1 “More than Mining” Campaign - Request for Council Support 

File reference ED216 
  
Author’s name N Cain 
Author’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Author’s interest Nil 
  
Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising officer’s interest Nil 
  
Name of applicant / respondent Not applicable 
  
Date report written 8 August 2021 
  
Previous meeting reference Not applicable 

 
Summary 
Brendon Grylls (from Brendon Grylls Group) recently raised the matter of fringe 
benefits tax reform with the Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of a consortium of 
regional local government authorities, to discuss potential reforms to Fringe Benefits 
Taxation policy to be spearheaded by the “More than Mining” campaign. 
 
This Agenda Item serves to inform Council of the campaign. 
 
Council is requested to pledge financial support towards the campaign. 

Background 

On Thursday 29 July 2021 the Chief Executive Officer discussed with Brendon Grylls 
(from Brendon Grylls Group), who is representing a consortium of regional local 
governments, Council’s possible support to the “More than Mining” campaign. 
 
The “More than Mining” campaign is targeted at changing taxation policy to enable 
people living in regional mining towns and cities to be independent of resource-sector 
employers for housing and liveability. 
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The campaign seeks to encourage, where possible, people to buy property and 
relocate into towns which are predominantly driven by the boom-bust property 
investment cycle typical of historical mining life cycles. 
The “More than Mining” campaign is targeting housing affordability support to 
individuals, as shown in the attached presentations, which is intended to: 

• Incentivise regional relocation, 
• Stabilise population churn, 
• Normalise living costs, and 
• Support local small business prosperity. 

Attachment 11.1A 
Attachment 11.1B 

To date, the following organisations have supported the campaign: 
• Karratha and Districts Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
• City of Karratha, 
• Shire of East Pilbara, 
• City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, 
• Shire of Coolgardie, 
• Shire of Leonora, 
• Isaac Regional Council, 
• Mount Isa City Council, 
• Broken Hill City Council, and 
• Australian Mining Cities Allowance. 

 
The “More than Mining” tax reform proposes to expand Fringe Benefits Taxation 
concessions from 50% to 100% for individuals in regional mining communities allowing 
people to buy a house, or rent a house, with pre-tax dollars. 
 
It is intended with a lower tax bill, people can be more confident in a decision to buy a 
house, or save up faster, and be protected from cyclical rent spikes. 
 
The increase in Fringe Benefits Tax concessions will make it easier financially for 
residents to live in mining towns and cities longer, slowing population churn and 
stabilising the demand for housing in the regions, which is likely to smooth out the 
boom-bust impacts on property values. 
 
Council has been requested to join with other local governments and make a financial 
pledge to the campaign of between $30,000 to $35,000 to assist in research, 
submission finalisation, marketing, and publicity. 
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Comment 

It is difficult to ascertain the exact return-on-investment regarding the financial pledge. 
 
Of note, however, is the link between this campaign and the “yet-to-be-formally-
adopted” Staff Accommodation Strategy for the Shire. The following is an extract from 
the Council Agenda Item relating to the adoption of the Staff Accommodation Strategy: 
 

The Shire has maintained a staff level of approximately 180 employees for the 
last five years, with staff located in various locations. Of the 100 properties 
accommodating staff, 56 are owned by the Shire, 29 are Rio Tinto properties 
(managed by Sodexo), 13 are private rentals and 1 is rented from the Housing 
Authority. 46% of staff receive no assistance for housing from the Shire, they 
instead benefit from spousal accommodation provisions. Should a change of 
circumstances occur in the spouse’s employer the Shire is not currently able to 
offer these staff accommodation, further exacerbating the housing provisions. 
Recruitment of staff continues to be impacted by limited or inadequate housing 
stock. 

 
Additionally, the Staff Accommodation Strategy highlights the challenges of 
accommodation within the Shire, and not simply for Shire staff: 
 
 Housing and Land Shortage 

Access to housing for staff, as well as other essential workers, is a very real 
problem – particularly in Tom Price. In Tom Price and Paraburdoo, most of the 
staff housing stock is owned by Rio Tinto, which provides an additional layer of 
complexity. Anecdotal reports suggested essential services have been delayed 
or deferred (such as banking services, post office workers and doctors) because 
suitable accommodation has not been made available. 

 
There also continues to be a lack of private developer interest and shortage of 
developable land in Tom Price, which was identified through the Royalties for 
Regions program several years ago. This is an issue that has not yet been 
resolved. 

 
Mining Towns 
Mining Towns come with their own unique set of challenges. As predominately 
single economy towns, the housing supply is vulnerable to external factors, such 
as commodity prices. This impacts directly on house prices – which are well 
above the State Average. 
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One size does not fit all 
Each Town has its own unique challenges and requires a very different 
approach. 

 
Tom Price is well established but land locked. Most of the housing is 40 years 
old and nearly 80% is owned by Rio Tinto Houses are very hard to source, 
particularly given the current resource boom. 

 
Onslow on the other hand, is a small town that has seen exponential growth in 
recent years, which is forecast to continue. 

 
High Costs 
Being located above the 26th parallel directly attributes to a higher-than-
average expense – both in terms of building costs, on-going maintenance, and 
operational expenses (for power etc.). 

 
On the face of it the “More than Mining” campaign targets some of the challenges 
associated with housing issues in regional communities driven by the resources-sector 
and is likely to support mining companies to better resource their operations using local 
resources. 
 
Coupled with the relatively low-cost commitment, Shire officers believe this is 
noteworthy campaign to support as, if successful, the investment into the Shire is likely 
to increase and employee turnover decrease. 

Consultation 

Chief Executive Officer 
Director Corporate Services 

Statutory environment 

Local Government Act 1995 
Section 5.56 (Role of Council) 
The Council is to govern the local government’s affairs, oversee the local government’s 
finances and resources, and determine the local government’s policies. 
 
Section 3.1 (General function) 
The general function of a local government is to provide for the good government of 
persons in the district. 
 
  

87



Unconfirmed Minutes – Public Special Council Meeting 25 October 2021 

16 
  

Financial implications 

Council is being requested to pledge between $30,000 and $35,000 towards the ore 
than Mining” campaign. The proposed 2021-2022 Annual Budget has advocacy 
funding for instances such as this. 

Strategic implications 

Shire of Ashburton Strategic Community Plan 2017-2027 Living Life (2019 Desktop 
Review) 
 
Goal 2   Economic Prosperity 
Objective 2  Enduring partnerships with industry and government 
Strategic Direction Partner with industry and government to target their investment in 

stimulating more diversified business and economic development 
to benefit communities and the local economy. 

Risk management 

Risk has been assessed based on the Officer Recommendation. 
 

Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Council does not 
support the 
campaign and is 
perceived as not 
assisting the 
community to invest 
and grow. 

Possible 
(3) 

Moderate 
(3) 

Moderate 
(9) 

Reputation 
Substantiated, 
public 
embarrassment, 
moderate impact 
on community 
trust or moderate 
media profile. 

Provide Council 
with adequate 
information to make 
an informed 
decision. 

The “More than 
Mining” campaign is 
not successful. 

Possible 
(3) 

Minor 
(2) 

 

Moderate 
(6) 

Financial Impact 
$10,000 to 
$100,000 

Very little can be 
done to mitigate this 
from occurring. 
Council is 
encouraged to 
spread the word to 
political advocates. 
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The following Risk Matrix has been applied: 

Adoption of this item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk 
Management Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 

The perceived level of risk is “Moderate” because of the potential for negativity in the 
community. A successful campaign, which may make a difference for mining 
communities, is seen as an opportunity. 

Policy implications 

There are no known policy implications. 

Voting requirement 

Simple majority 

Councillor interest declarations 

Cr M Lynch - Financial
Cr A Sullivan - Financial

Additional 

Due to a lack of quorum at previous meetings, this item has been re-presented for 
Council’s consideration. 
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Officer recommendation 

That with respect to the “More than Mining” Campaign - Request for Council Support, 
Council, 
 
a Supports the “More than Mining” campaign, targeting taxation reform, which is 

intended to assist to: 
 i Incentivise regional relocation, 
 ii Stabilise population churn, 
 iii Normalise living costs, 
 iv Support local small business prosperity, and 
 
b Pledges up to $35,000 to the campaign to assist in research, submission 

finalisation, marketing, and publicity. 
 

Council Decision  173/2021 

Moved    Cr A Sullivan 
Second    Cr M Lynch 
 
That with respect to the “More than Mining” Campaign - Request for Council 
Support, Council, 
 
a Supports the “More than Mining” campaign, targeting taxation reform, 

which is intended to assist to: 
 i Incentivise regional relocation, 
 ii Stabilise population churn, 
 iii Normalise living costs, 
 iv Support local small business prosperity, and 
 
b Pledges up to $35,000 to the campaign to assist in research, submission 

finalisation, marketing, and publicity. 
 

Lost 1/4 
  

90



Unconfirmed Minutes – Public Special Council Meeting 25 October 2021 

19 
  

12 Corporate Services reports 

Nil 
 

13 People and Place reports 

Nil 
 

14 Infrastructure Services reports 

Nil 
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15 Projects and Procurement reports 

15.1 Award of RFT 10.21 Construction Only of Tom Price Childcare and 
Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price  

File reference POI.0400 
CM10.21 

  
Author’s name C McGurk  
Author’s position Director Projects and Procurement  
Author’s interest Nil  
  
Authorising officer’s name N Cain 
Authorising officer’s position A / Chief Executive Officer  
Authorising officer’s interest Nil  
  
Name of applicant / respondent Not Applicable  
  
Date report written 6 October 2021 
  
Previous meeting reference Agenda Item 16.3 (Minute 14/2021) Council 

Meeting 16 February 2021 
 
Summary 
Council has included in the 2021-2022 Annual Budget the construction of a Childcare 
Centre and a Combined Emergency Services Centre in Tom Price. 
 
Five (5) tenders, all conforming, were received in response to RFT 10.21 Construction 
of Tom Price Childcare and Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price. The 
evaluation panel has completed the assessment of the conforming submissions and 
provided a recommendation.  
 
Council is requested to authorise the engagement of the recommended contractor for 
the Construction Only of the Tom Price Childcare and Combined Emergency Services 
facilities in line with the capital works program for 2021-2022. 
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Confidentiality 
An attachment to this report is confidential in accordance with section 5.23 of the Local 
Government Act 1995 because it deals with – 

“a contract entered into, or which may be entered into, by the local government and 
which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting.” 

Background 

Request for Tender (RFT) RFT 10.21 - Construction of Tom Price Childcare and 
Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price, WA was issued via the Shire’s e-tendering 
portal (known as Tenderlink) on Saturday 14 August 2021 and closed on Tuesday 14 
September 2021 at 2:00 pm. The Tender was advertised via state-wide public notice 
in The West Australian newspaper from Saturday 14 August 2021. RFT 10.21 was 
undertaken in accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 to invite suitably 
registered, qualified, and experienced contractors to submit bids to enter a Contract 
for the RFT 10.21, in accordance with the tender brief as detailed below: 

The Shire of Ashburton seeks tender submissions from suitably registered, 
qualified, and experienced Contractors for the works associated with 
construction of Tom Price Childcare Centre and the Combined Emergency 
Services buildings, at Lots 19 and 20 South Road, Tom Price, WA. 

The Scope of Works is divided into two separable portions, summarised as 
follows: 

• Separable Portion 01: Tom Price Childcare (TPCC), Lot 19: The new
single storey facility will be able to accommodate ninety-six (96) children
and 19 staff members, including dedicated Indoor and Outdoor Play
Areas, a maintenance shed and 24 bay car park.

• Separable Portion 02: Combined Emergency Services (CES), Lot 20:
The new single storey facility will accommodate the relocation of the
existing State emergency Service (SES) and the Bush Fire Brigade
(BFB), services in Tom Price. The works include offices, appliance bays,
a training tower, parking, BBQ area, relocation of an existing container
and dome structure and various external works.
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Comment 

The Qualitative Criteria was approved prior to the advertisement of the RFT. Each 
Criterion was given the following weightings and included within the RFT document. 
 

Criteria Weighting 
(a) Relevant Company Experience and Performance 15% 
(b) Key Personnel 15% 
(c) Resources / Plant / Equipment 5% 

(d) 
Methodology / Programme / Quality and OHS Systems / 
Risk Management 

15% 

(e) Price 50% 
 

Each Panel Member individually assessed the Qualitative Criteria responses of the 
Tender submissions. 
 
The submissions were assessed against the Qualitative Criteria and each Criterion 
was given a score in accordance with the Evaluation Guide contained within the 
Evaluation Spreadsheets. 
 
A rating scale of zero-to-ten (0 - 10) was used for evaluating the Tender submissions 
in accordance with the Qualitative Criteria, with 0 being lowest and 10 being highest. 
 
The evaluation and recommendation report, including the overall evaluation scores 
and rankings, is attached. 

Confidential Attachment 15.1A 

The evaluation of the submissions received against the quantitative and qualitative 
criteria resulted in the rankings (in order of priority) as shown below – 
 

1. Emirge Pty Ltd 
2. Cooper and Oxley Pty Ltd 
3. Decmil Australia Pty Ltd 
4. Mitie Construction Pty Ltd 
5. Devlyn Australia Pty Ltd 

 
A probity audit undertaken on the process identified there were no probity issues for 
note. 
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Consultation 

Executive Leadership  
Team Assessment Panel  
Procurement Department  
 
Statutory environment 

Local Government Act 1995  
3.57. Tenders for providing goods or services 

(1) A local government is required to invite tenders before it enters a contract of 
a prescribed kind under which another person is to supply goods or services.  
(2) Regulations may make provision about tenders.  

 
Local Government (Functions and General) Regulation 1996 Pt.2 Div.2  
Division 2 — Tenders for providing goods or services (s. 3.57) 

11. When tenders must be publicly invited 
(1) Tenders are to be publicly invited according to the requirements of this 
Division before a local government enters a contract for another person to 
supply goods or services if the consideration under the contract is, or is 
expected to be, more, or worth more, than $250 000 unless sub regulation (2) 
states otherwise.  

Financial implications 

The 2021-2022 Annual Budget provision for both projects combined is $9,408,000.00. 
 
The recommended contractor (Emirge Pty Ltd) has submitted a fixed lump sum price 
of $8,493,439.50 (ex GST) as per the Price Schedule contained in RFT 10.21 and 
represents the most advantageous and best value for money submission. 
 
Funding bodies for these facilities includes, amongst others, the Shire, the State 
Government and Rio Tinto Iron Ore. 

Strategic implications 

Shire of Ashburton Strategic Community Plan 2017-2027 Living Life (2019 Desktop 
Review) 
 
Goal 1   Vibrant and Active Communities  
Objective 2  Sustainable services, clubs, associations, and facilities 
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Strategic Direction Prepare plans, programs, and schedules to provide cost effective 
access and optimisation of existing community facilities – and 
provide new or upgraded facilities to accommodate future needs. 

  
Goal 4   Quality Services and Infrastructure 
Objective 1  Quality Public Infrastructure 
Strategic Direction Provide and maintain affordable infrastructure to serve the current 

and future needs of the community, environment, industry, and 
business. 

Risk management 

Risk has been assessed based on the Officer Recommendation. 
 

Risk 
Risk 

Likelihood 
Risk Impact / 
Consequence 

Risk 
Rating 

Principal 
Risk Theme 

Risk Action 
Plan 

Council does not 
approve the 
recommendation to 
award the tender. 
 

Possible 
(3) 

Moderate 
(3) 

Moderate 
(9) 

Substantiated, 
public 
embarrassment, 
moderate impact 
on community 
trust or moderate 
media profile 

Provide sufficient 
information for 
informed decision 
making. 

Council approves 
the 
recommendation to 
award the tender 
and the tenderer 
cannot complete the 
works due to 
financial matters. 

Possible 
(3) 

Major 
(4) 

High 
(12) 

$1million to $5 
million 

Mitigated by the 
appointment of a 
Project 
Management 
Consultant with the 
specialised skills to 
run multiple projects 
to deliver Council’s 
adopted Capital 
Works Program. 

Council approves 
the 
recommendation to 
award the tender 
and the tenderer 
cannot complete the 
works to time. 

Major 
(4) 

Major 
(4) 

High 
(16) 

Exceeds deadline 
by 20% of project 
timeline 

Mitigated by the 
appointment of a 
Project 
Management 
Consultant with the 
specialised skills to 
run multiple projects 
to deliver Council’s 
adopted Capital 
Works Program. 
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The following Risk Matrix has been applied: 
 

 
 
Adoption of this item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk 
Management Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 
 
This item has been evaluated against the Shire of Ashburton’s Risk Management 
Policy CORP5 Risk Matrix. 
 
The perceived level of risk is “Moderate to High” risk and will be mitigated by the 
appointment of a Project Management Consultant with the specialised skills to run 
multiple projects to deliver Council’s adopted Capital Works Program. 
 

Policy implications 

AMP 01 Asset Management Policy 
FIN12 Purchasing Policy 
 
Voting requirement 

Simple majority  
 
Councillor interest declarations 

Cr M Lynch   - Financial 
Cr A Sullivan   - Financial 
 

Additional 

Due to a lack of quorum at previous meetings, this item has been re-presented for 
Council’s consideration. 
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Officer recommendation 

That with respect to the award of RFT 10.21 Construction of Tom Price Childcare and 
Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price, Council, 
 
a Notes the Evaluation Report, as included at Confidential Attachment 15.1A, 
 
b Accepts the submission from Emirge Pty Ltd, for RFT 10.21 Construction of 

Tom Price Childcare and Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price, for the 
tendered fixed lump sum price of $8,493,439.50 (ex GST), as being the most 
advantageous and best value for money, and 

 
c Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and engross the contract, 

with or without minor modification, with Emirge Pty Ltd based on their submitted 
and accepted submission. 

 
Council Decision   174/2021 

Moved    Cr M Lynch 
Second    Cr R de Pledge 
 
That with respect to the award of RFT 10.21 Construction of Tom Price Childcare 
and Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price, Council, 
 
a Notes the Evaluation Report, as included at Confidential Attachment 

15.1A, 
 
b Accepts the submission from Emirge Pty Ltd, for RFT 10.21 Construction 

of Tom Price Childcare and Combined Emergency Services, Tom Price, 
for the tendered fixed lump sum price of $8,493,439.50 (ex GST), as being 
the most advantageous and best value for money, and 

 
c Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and engross the 

contract, with or without minor modification, with Emirge Pty Ltd based 
on their submitted and accepted submission. 

 
Carried 5/0 
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16 Councillor agenda items / notices of motions 

Nil 

17 New business of an urgent nature introduced by 
Council decision 

Nil 

18 Confidential matters 

Nil 

19 Next meeting 

The next Ordinary Council Meeting will be held at 1:00pm on Tuesday 16 November 
2021 at Ashburton Hall – Ashburton Avenue, Paraburdoo. 

20 Closure of meeting 

There being no further business, the Presiding Member closed the meeting at 7:20pm. 
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Attachments (not for inclusion with Agenda print) 

Attachment 11.1A ..................................................................................................... 13 

Attachment 11.1B ..................................................................................................... 13 

Confidential Attachment 15.1A ................................................................................. 22 
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If the local government has delegated to the CEO its power to make payment from
the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid by the CEO is to 
be prepared each month showing for each account paid since the last such list was prepared - 

(a) the payee's name; and
(b) the amount of the payment; and
(c) the date of the payment; and
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction.

Amount
Municipal Fund
EFT 6,720,719.66$       
Superannuation / Payroll (DD) 194,591.14$          
Cheque  $ 916.30 
Credit Cards 6,457.78$              
Bank Fees and Charges 83,358.22$            

7,006,043.10$       

Description

Grand Total

Shire of Ashburton

CEO's Delegated Payment List - Regulation 13(1) Local
Government (Financial Management) Regulation 1996

List of Payments - Payment Detail for Month of October 2021

Pursuant to the regulation:

Attachment 12.1A Monthly Schedule of Accounts Paid
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Amount
Director Projects and procurement 1,854.39$  
Director Corporate Services -$  
Director Infrastructure Services 1,651.07$  
Director People and Places 2,952.32$  

6,457.78$  Grand Total

Shire of Ashburton

CEO's Delegated Payment List - Regulation 13(1) Local
Government (Financial Management) Regulation 1996

Corporate Credit Cards

Description

Payment Total for Month of August 2021
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Electronic Statement 

llestpac 

BusinessChoice Everyday VISA Card Statement 

For enquiries please call 1300 650 107 (8am - 8pm, Monday to Friday). Lost or stolen cards sevice available 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. 

Any statement entries for purchases or cash advances made in a foreign currency show the foreign currency transaction amount converted into Australian dollars by the 
applicable credit card scheme. Any applicable Westpac Foreign Transaction Fee {described below as "Foreign Transaction Fee") charged is shown as a separate entry. 

Card Account Transaction Details 

Account Name 
I Chantelle Bryce 

Statement From Statement To 
03 SEP 2021 03 OCT 2021 

Card Number 
11 4293 1830 0210 990011 

Facility Number 
11 00028553 

Summary of Changes in Your Account Since Last Statement 

From Your Opening We Deducted And We Added 

Balance of Payments and 

Othcf Credits New Cash Fees. lnte<cst Miscellaneous 

purchases advances e. Government Transactions 

Charges 

0.00 0.00 1,854.39 0.00 0.00 1,854.39 

Credit limit Available Credit 
10,000 II 10,000.00 

To Arrive al Your Total Past Due/ Your minimum 

Closing Balance ot Ovcrhm1t balances payment indudrng 

past due over1imil is 

0.00 0.00 0.00 

EFFECTIVE FROM 19 NOVEMBER 2021, THE CASH ADVANCE FEE ON YOUR 
BUSINESS CREDIT CARD IS CHANGING FROM $2.50 OR 2% OF THE TRANSACTION 

(WHICHEVER IS HIGHER) TO 3% OF THE TRANSACTION. 

BusinessChoice Everyday VISA Card 

Date of Description Debits/Credits Cardholder Comments 
Transaction 

Purchases 

03 SEP RMS- Commercial 0383999462 AU 193.50 
HOTELS, MOTELS, RESORTS - LO

�/ 
10 SEP SEASONS HOTEL NEWMAN NEWMAN AU 682.08 

HOTELS, MOTELS, RESORTS - LO

22 SEP RYL LIFE SVG SOC AUS BROADWAY AU 99.00 
DIRECT MARKETING CONTINUITY 

CSFVPC Page 1 of 2 
Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 
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Electronic Statement 

llestpac 
BusinessChoice Everyday VISA Card

Date of Description Debits/Credits Cardholder Comments 

Transaction 

24 SEP COLES ONLINE HAWTHORN EAST AU 843.31 #� 
GROCERY STORES, SUPERMARKETS 

28SEP ONSLOW BEACH RESORT ONSLOW AU 

DRINKING PLACES (ALCOHOLIC B 

Sub Total:

Miscellaneous Transactions
03OCT TRANSFER CLOSING BALANCE TO BILLING ACCT 

Sub Total:

Grand Total:

I have checked the above details and verify that they are correct.

Cardholder Signature �J1., /1,tc.bW{_

Transactions examined and approved.

Manager/Supervisor Signature 4� �
I 

36.50 

1,854.39 

1,854.39-

1,854.39 

0.00 

Date 04/10/2021

Date 4 / 1 a, (2-1
I 

Remember to always keep your passcode secret - don't tell anyone or let them see it. Never write your 
passcode on your card or on anything that could be lost or stolen. If you do need to record a reminder, you must 
make every effort to disguise it. You may be liable for losses if you don't protect your passcode. 

To help you learn how you can protect your card against unauthorised transactions, you can find more 
information at westpac.com.au/businessdispute 

Complaints 

If you have a complaint, contact our dedicated Customer Solutions team on 132 032 or write to us at Westpac Customer Solutions, Reply Paid 
5265, Sydney NSW 2001. If an issue has not been resolved to your satisfaction, you can lodge a complaint with the Australian Financial 
Complaints Authority (AFCA). AFCA provides fair and independent financial services complaint resolution that is free to consumers. 
Online: www.afca.org.au 

Email: info@afca.org.au 
Phone 1800 931 678 

Mail: Australian Financial Complaints Authority GPO Box 3 Melbourne VIC 3001 

CSFVPC Page 2 of 2 
Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 
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12.2A Monthly Financial Statements – October 2021 
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SHIRE OF ASHBURTON

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
(Containing the Statement of Financial Activity)

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1995
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT) REGULATIONS 1996

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Statement of Financial Activity by Program 4

Statement of Financial Activity by Nature or Type 6

Basis of Preparation 7

Note 1 Statement of Financial Activity Information 8

Note 2 Cash and Financial Assets 9

Note 3 Receivables 10

Note 4 Other Current Assets 11

Note 5 Payables 12

Note 6 Rate Revenue 13

Note 7 Disposal of Assets 14

Note 8 Capital Acquisitions 15

Note 9 Borrowings 19

Note 10 Cash Reserves 20

Note 11 Other Current Liabilities 21 

Note 14 Trust Fund 22

Note 15 Explanation of Material Variances 23
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 SUMMARY INFORMATION - GRAPHS

OPERATING REVENUE OPERATING EXPENSES

CAPITAL REVENUE CAPITAL EXPENSES

BORROWINGS RESERVES

This information is to be read in conjunction with the accompanying Financial Statements and Notes.

OPERATING ACTIVITIES

INVESTING ACTIVITIES

FINANCING ACTIVITIES

Rates
88%

Specified area rates
0%

Operating Grants, Subsidies and Contributions
3%

Fees and 
Charges
8%

Service Charges
0%

Interest 
Earnings
0%

Other Revenue
1%

Profit on 
Disposal of 
Assets
0%

Employee …

Materials and 
Contracts
35%

Utility Charges
3%

Depreciation on Non-Current Assets
0%

Interest 
Expenses
0%

Insurance 
Expenses
6%

Other 
Expenditure
4%

Loss on Disposal of 
Assets…
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Employee benefits reserve

Financial risk reserve

Future projects reserve

Housing reserve

Infrastructure reserve

Joint venture housing reserve

Onslow aerodrome reserve

Onslow community infrastructure reserve

Plant replacement reserve

Property development reserve

RTIO partnership reserve

Tom Price administration building reserve

Unspent grant and contribution reserves

Waste services reserve

COVID-19 Relief & Stimulus

Opening
 Balance

Actual YTD Closing Balance

$0

$500,000

1

Principal Repayments

Actual Budget

$0

$10,000,000

1
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

 Funding surplus / (deficit) Components

Adopted 
Budget

YTD 
Budget

(a)

YTD 
Actual 

(b)

Var. $
(b)-(a)

Opening ($2.19 M) ($2.19 M) ($1.17 M) $1.02 M
Closing $0.00 M $18.68 M $33.25 M $14.57 M

Refer to Statement of Financial Activity

Cash and cash equivalents Payables Receivables
$98.18 M % of total $1.54 M % Outstanding $2.43 M % Collected

Unrestricted Cash $40.22 M 41.0% Trade Payables $0.10 M Rates Receivable $2.40 M 95.1%

Restricted Cash $57.96 M 59.0% Over 30 Days 0.7% Trade Receivable $2.43 M

Over 90 Days 0.1% Over 30 Days 80.9%

Over 90 Days 18.1%

Refer to Note 2 - Cash and Financial Assets Refer to Note 5 - Payables Refer to Note 3 - Receivables

Key Operating Activities

Adopted Budget
YTD 

Budget
(a)

YTD 
Actual 

(b)

Var. $
(b)-(a)

$15.98 M $36.04 M $43.34 M $7.29 M
Refer to Statement of Financial Activity

Rates Revenue Operating Grants and Contributions Fees and Charges
YTD Actual $48.25 M % Variance YTD Actual $1.92 M % Variance YTD Actual $4.12 M % Variance

YTD Budget $48.20 M 0.1% YTD Budget $2.98 M (35.6%) YTD Budget $3.22 M 27.9%

Refer to Note 6 - Rate Revenue Refer to Note 12 - Operating Grants and Contributions Refer to Statement of Financial Activity

Key Investing Activities

Adopted Budget
YTD 

Budget
(a)

YTD 
Actual 

(b)

Var. $
(b)-(a)

($53.46 M) ($15.17 M) ($8.75 M) $6.42 M
Refer to Statement of Financial Activity

Proceeds on sale Asset Acquisition Capital Grants
YTD Actual $0.01 M % YTD Actual $9.48 M % Spent YTD Actual $0.72 M % Received

Adopted Budget $0.27 M 5.2% Adopted Budget $73.21 M 13.0% Adopted Budget $19.49 M 3.7%

Refer to Note 7 - Disposal of Assets Refer to Note 8 - Capital Acquisition Refer to Note 8 - Capital Acquisition

Key Financing Activities

Adopted Budget
YTD 

Budget
(a)

YTD 
Actual 

(b)

Var. $
(b)-(a)

$39.67 M $0.00 M ($0.17 M) ($0.17 M)
Refer to Statement of Financial Activity

Borrowings Reserves
Principal 

repayments $0.17 M Reserves balance $57.96 M

Interest expense $0.02 M  Interest earned $0.00 M

Principal due $2.10 M
Refer to Note 9 - Borrowings Refer to Note 10 - Cash Reserves

This information is to be read in conjunction with the accompanying Financial Statements and notes.

Amount attributable to investing activities

Amount attributable to financing activities

Amount attributable to operating activities

 Funding surplus / (deficit)
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 STATUTORY REPORTING PROGRAMS

Ref
Var. $
(b)-(a)

Var. % 
(b)-(a)/(a) Var.

Note 
$ $ $ $ %

Opening funding surplus / (deficit) 1(c) (2,192,163) (2,192,163) (1,171,239) 1,020,924 (46.57%)

Revenue from operating activities
Governance 537,500 508,860 676,365 167,505 32.92% 

General purpose funding - general rates 6 48,500,000 48,201,864 48,252,114 50,250 0.10%
General purpose funding - other 2,266,100 1,089,295 503,954 (585,341) (53.74%) 

Law, order and public safety 883,000 29,760 11,465 (18,295) (61.48%)
Health 319,500 118,812 167,679 48,867 41.13% 

Education and welfare 47,800 16,596 20,024 3,428 20.66%
Housing 410,900 137,016 72,052 (64,964) (47.41%) 

Community amenities 4,331,700 1,860,044 2,342,728 482,684 25.95% 

Recreation and culture 2,235,500 806,150 650,230 (155,920) (19.34%) 

Transport 4,899,900 1,607,399 1,327,139 (280,260) (17.44%) 

Economic services 1,708,500 450,868 847,237 396,369 87.91% 

Other property and services 142,000 44,000 53,795 9,795 22.26%
66,282,400 54,870,664 54,924,782 54,118

Expenditure from operating activities
Governance (5,801,343) (2,095,736) (3,269,570) (1,173,834) (56.01%) 

General purpose funding (25,500) (2,116) (637) 1,479 69.90%
Law, order and public safety (3,307,600) (692,772) (267,194) 425,578 61.43% 

Health (1,085,300) (232,038) (151,308) 80,730 34.79% 

Education and welfare (284,000) (133,953) (11,627) 122,326 91.32% 

Housing (1,568,575) (541,621) (599,391) (57,770) (10.67%) 

Community amenities (11,551,719) (4,028,173) (1,836,614) 2,191,559 54.41% 

Recreation and culture (13,742,500) (5,823,426) (3,207,112) 2,616,314 44.93% 

Transport (18,285,671) (7,314,535) (1,331,018) 5,983,517 81.80% 

Economic services (5,070,100) (1,658,945) (756,101) 902,844 54.42% 

Other property and services (2,727,800) (998,148) (155,925) 842,223 84.38% 

(63,450,108) (23,521,463) (11,586,497) 11,934,966

Non-cash amounts excluded from operating activities 1(a) 13,142,982 4,692,549 (2,335) (4,694,884) (100.05%) 

Amount attributable to operating activities 15,975,274 36,041,750 43,335,950 7,294,200

Investing Activities
Proceeds from non-operating grants, subsidies and 
contributions 13 19,487,800 1,285,097 719,769 (565,328) (43.99%) 

Proceeds from disposal of assets 7 266,000 14,000 13,858 (142) (1.01%)
Payments for property, plant and equipment and 
infrastructure 8 (73,209,000) (16,465,620) (9,482,535) 6,983,085 42.41% 

Amount attributable to investing activities (53,455,200) (15,166,523) (8,748,908) 6,417,615

Financing Activities
Proceeds from new debentures  9 5,000,000 0 0 0 0.00%
Transfer from reserves 10 36,235,337 0 0 0 0.00%
Repayment of debentures  9 (475,419) 0 (165,588) (165,588) 0.00% 

Transfer to reserves 10 (1,087,829) 0 0 0 0.00%
Amount attributable to financing activities 39,672,089 0 (165,588) (165,588)

Closing funding surplus / (deficit) 1(c) 0 18,683,064 33,250,215

KEY INFORMATION

The material variance adopted by Council for the 2021-22 year is $40,000 or 10.00% whichever is the greater.
This statement is to be read in conjunction with the accompanying Financial Statements and notes.

threshold. Refer to Note 15 for an explanation of the reasons for the variance.

Adopted 
Budget

YTD 
Budget

(a)

YTD 
Actual 

(b)

 Indicates a variance between Year to Date (YTD) Actual and YTD Actual data as per the adopted materiality threshold. Refer to Note 
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KEY TERMS AND DESCRIPTIONS
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 NATURE OR TYPE DESCRIPTIONS

REVENUE EXPENSES

RATES EMPLOYEE COSTS
All rates levied under the Local Government Act 1995.  Includes All costs associate with the employment of person such as
general, differential, specified area rates, minimum rates, salaries, wages, allowances, benefits such as vehicle and housing, 
interim rates, back rates, ex-gratia rates, less discounts and superannuation, employment expenses, removal expenses, 
concessions offered. Exclude administration fees, interest on relocation expenses, worker's compensation insurance, training 
instalments, interest on arrears, service charges and costs, conferences, safety expenses, medical examinations, 
sewerage rates. fringe benefit tax, etc.

OPERATING GRANTS, SUBSIDIES AND CONTRIBUTIONS MATERIALS AND CONTRACTS
Refers to all amounts received as grants, subsidies and All expenditures on materials, supplies and contracts not 
contributions that are not non-operating grants. classified under other headings. These include supply of goods 

and materials, legal expenses, consultancy, maintenance 
NON-OPERATING GRANTS, SUBSIDIES AND CONTRIBUTIONS agreements, communication expenses, advertising expenses, 
Amounts received specifically for the acquisition, construction membership, periodicals, publications, hire expenses, rental, 
of new or the upgrading of identifiable non financial assets paid to a leases, postage and freight etc. Local governments may wish to 
local government, irrespective of whether these amounts are disclose more detail such as contract services, consultancy, 
received as capital grants, subsidies, contributions or donations. information technology, rental or lease expenditures.

REVENUE FROM CONTRACTS WITH CUSTOMERS UTILITIES (GAS, ELECTRICITY, WATER, ETC.)
Revenue from contracts with customers is recognised when the Expenditures made to the respective agencies for the provision 
local government satisfies its performance obligations under the of power, gas or water. Exclude expenditures incurred for the 
contract. reinstatement of roadwork on behalf of these agencies.

FEES AND CHARGES INSURANCE
Revenues (other than service charges) from the use of facilities All insurance other than worker's compensation and health 
and charges made for local government services, sewerage benefit insurance included as a cost of employment.
rates, rentals, hire charges, fee for service, photocopying 
charges, licences, sale of goods or information, fines, penalties LOSS ON ASSET DISPOSAL
and administration fees. Local governments may wish to disclose Shortfall between the value of assets received over the net book 
more detail such as rubbish collection fees, rental of property, value for assets on their disposal.
fines and penalties, other fees and charges.

DEPRECIATION ON NON-CURRENT ASSETS
SERVICE CHARGES Depreciation expense raised on all classes of assets.
Service charges imposed under Division 6 of Part 6 of the Local 
Government Act 1995. Regulation 54 of the Local Government INTEREST EXPENSES
(Financial Management) Regulations 1996  identifies these as Interest and other costs of finance paid, including costs of 
television and radio broadcasting, underground electricity and finance for loan debentures, overdraft accommodation and 
neighbourhood surveillance services. Exclude rubbish removal refinancing expenses.
charges. Interest and other items of a similar nature received 
from bank and investment accounts, interest on rate instalments, OTHER EXPENDITURE
interest on rate arrears and interest on debtors. Statutory fees, taxes, allowance for impairment of assets, member's

fees or State taxes. Donations and subsidies made to community 
INTEREST EARNINGS groups.
Interest and other items of a similar nature received from bank 
and investment accounts, interest on rate instalments, interest 
on rate arrears and interest on debtors.

OTHER REVENUE / INCOME
Other revenue, which can not be classified under the above 
headings, includes dividends, discounts, rebates etc.

PROFIT ON ASSET DISPOSAL
Excess of assets received over the net book value for assets on their 
disposal.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 BY NATURE OR TYPE

Ref
Var. $
(b)-(a)

Var. % 
(b)-(a)/(a) Var.

Note 
$ $ $ $ %

Opening funding surplus / (deficit) 1(c) (2,192,163) (2,192,163) (1,171,239) 1,020,924 (46.57%)

Revenue from operating activities
Rates 6 48,500,000 48,201,864 48,252,114 50,250 0.10%
Operating grants, subsidies and contributions 12 7,694,700 2,982,726 1,919,934 (1,062,792) (35.63%) 

Fees and charges 8,889,300 3,220,304 4,118,591 898,287 27.89% 

Service charges 0 0 0 0 0.00%
Interest earnings 479,300 185,145 39,243 (145,902) (78.80%) 

Other revenue 667,400 272,534 590,642 318,108 116.72% 

Profit on disposal of assets 7 51,700 8,091 4,258 (3,833) (47.37%)
66,282,400 54,870,664 54,924,782 54,118

Expenditure from operating activities
Employee costs (20,238,700) (6,825,141) (6,065,698) 759,443 11.13% 

Materials and contracts (24,626,756) (9,956,277) (4,067,938) 5,888,339 59.14% 

Utility charges (1,680,300) (521,874) (369,118) 152,756 29.27% 

Depreciation on non-current assets (14,105,200) (4,700,640) 0 4,700,640 100.00% 

Interest expenses (74,352) 0 (21,535) (21,535) 0.00%
Insurance expenses (1,182,100) (1,182,100) (669,997) 512,103 43.32% 

Other expenditure (1,347,200) (335,431) (390,290) (54,859) (16.35%) 

Loss on disposal of assets 7 (195,500) 0 (1,920) (1,920) 0.00%
(63,450,108) (23,521,463) (11,586,496) 11,934,967

Non-cash amounts excluded from operating activities 1(a) 13,142,982 4,692,549 (2,335) (4,694,884) (100.05%) 

Amount attributable to operating activities 15,975,274 36,041,750 43,335,951 7,294,201

Investing activities
Proceeds from non-operating grants, subsidies and 
contributions 13 19,487,800 1,285,097 719,769 (565,328) (43.99%) 

Proceeds from disposal of assets 7 266,000 14,000 13,858 (142) (1.01%)
Payments for property, plant and equipment and 
infrastructure 8 (73,209,000) (16,465,620) (9,482,535) 6,983,085 42.41% 

Amount attributable to investing activities (53,455,200) (15,166,523) (8,748,908) 6,417,615

Financing Activities
Proceeds from new debentures  9 5,000,000 0 0 0 0.00%
Transfer from reserves 10 36,235,337 0 0 0 0.00%
Repayment of debentures  9 (475,419) 0 (165,588) (165,588) 0.00% 

Transfer to reserves 10 (1,087,829) 0 0 0 0.00%
Amount attributable to financing activities 39,672,089 0 (165,588) (165,588)

Closing funding surplus / (deficit) 1(c) 0 18,683,064 33,250,216 14,567,152

KEY INFORMATION
 Indicates a variance between Year to Date (YTD) Actual and YTD Actual data as per the adopted materiality threshold.
Refer to Note 15 for an explanation of the reasons for the variance.
This statement is to be read in conjunction with the accompanying Financial Statements and Notes.

Adopted 
Budget

YTD 
Budget

(a)

YTD 
Actual 

(b)
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MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 BASIS OF PREPARATION

BASIS OF PREPARATION SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICES

REPORT PURPOSE CRITICAL ACCOUNTING ESTIMATES
This report is prepared to meet the requirements of Local The preparation of a financial report in conformity with 
Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 , Australian Accounting Standards requires management to 
Regulation 34 . Note: The statements and accompanying make judgements, estimates and assumptions that effect 
notes are prepared based on all transactions recorded at the application of policies and reported amounts of assets 
the time of preparation and may vary due to transactions and liabilities, income and expenses. The estimates and 
being processed for the reporting period after the date of associated assumptions are based on historical experience 
preparation. and various other factors that are believed to be 

reasonable under the circumstances; the results of which 
BASIS OF ACCOUNTING form the basis of making the judgements about carrying 
This statement comprises a special purpose financial values of assets and liabilities that are not readily 
report which has been prepared in accordance with apparent from other sources. Actual results may differ from 
Australian Accounting Standards (as they apply to local these estimates.
governments and not-for-profit entities) and Interpretations
of the Australian Accounting Standards Board, and the Local THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT REPORTING ENTITY
Government Act 1995  and accompanying regulations. All funds through which the Shire controls resources to carry 

on its functions have been included in the financial statements
The Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations forming part of this financial report.
1996  take precedence over Australian Accounting Standards. In the process of reporting on the local government as a single 
Regulation 16 prohibits a local government from recognising unit, all transactions and balances between those funds (for 
as assets Crown land that is a public thoroughfare, such as example, loans and transfers between funds) have been 
land under roads, and land not owned by but under the eliminated.
control or management of the local government, unless it is a All monies held in the Trust Fund are excluded from the 
golf course, showground, racecourse or recreational facility financial statements. A separate statement of those monies 
of State or regional significance.  Consequently, some assets, appears at Note 14 to these financial statements.
including land under roads acquired on or after 1 July 2008, 
have not been recognised in this financial report.  This is not GOODS AND SERVICES TAX
in accordance with the requirements of AASB 1051 Land Revenues, expenses and assets are recognised net of the 
Under Roads  paragraph 15  and AASB 116 Property, Plant amount of GST, except where the amount of GST incurred is 
and Equipment paragraph 7. not recoverable from the Australian Taxation Office (ATO). 

Receivables and payables are stated inclusive of GST 
Accounting policies which have been adopted in the receivable or payable. The net amount of GST recoverable 
preparation of this financial report have been consistently from, or payable to, the ATO is included with receivables or 
applied unless stated otherwise.  Except for cash flow and payables in the statement of financial position. Cash flows 
rate setting information, the report has been prepared on are presented on a gross basis. The GST components of cash 
the accrual basis and is based on historical costs, modified, flows arising from investing or financing activities which 
where  applicable, by the measurement at fair value of are recoverable from, or payable to, the ATO are presented 
selected non-current assets, financial assets and liabilities. as operating cash flows. 

PREPARATION TIMING AND REVIEW ROUNDING OFF FIGURES
All figures shown in this statement are rounded to the 

Date prepared: All known transactions up to 08 November 2021 nearest dollar.
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NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 NOTE 1

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY INFORMATION

(a) Non-cash items excluded from operating activities

The following non-cash revenue and expenditure has been excluded from operating activities
within the Statement of Financial Activity in accordance with Financial Management Regulation 32.

Notes Adopted Budget

YTD 
Budget

(a)

YTD 
Actual 

(b)
Non-cash items excluded from operating activities

$ $ $

Adjustments to operating activities
Less: Profit on asset disposals  7 (51,700) (8,091) (4,258)
Less:  Movement in liabilities associated with restricted cash (1,105,498) 0
Less: Movement in contract liabilities (non-current to current) (520) 0
Add: Loss on asset disposals  7 195,500 0 1,920
Add: Depreciation on assets 14,105,200 4,700,640 0

Total non-cash items excluded from operating activities 13,142,982 4,692,549 (2,335)

(b) Adjustments to net current assets in the Statement of Financial Activity

The following current assets and liabilities have been excluded Last This Time Year
from the net current assets used in the Statement of Financial Year Last to
Activity in accordance with Financial Management Regulation Closing Year Date
32 to agree to the surplus/(deficit) after imposition of general rates. 30 June 2021 31 October 2020 31 October 2021

Adjustments to net current assets
Less: Reserves - restricted cash 10 (57,957,775) (55,970,775) (57,957,775)
Add: Borrowings  9 475,420 460,984 309,832
Add: Provisions - employee 1,703,074 1,703,074 1,703,074
Total adjustments to net current assets (55,779,281) (53,806,717) (55,944,869)

(c) Net current assets used in the Statement of Financial Activity
Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents  2 66,833,787 90,065,245 97,362,599
Rates receivables  3 735,549 4,026,868 2,401,642
Receivables  3 2,243,316 2,086,679 2,431,376
Other current assets  4 1,202,591 134,646 1,234,611

Less: Current liabilities
Payables  5 (3,527,115) 2,294,198 (1,536,935)
Borrowings  9 (475,420) 460,984 (309,832)
Contract liabilities 11 (10,701,592) 4,083,109 (10,699,772)
Provisions 11 (1,703,074) (1,703,074) (1,688,606)

Less: Total adjustments to net current assets  1(b) (55,779,281) (53,806,717) (55,944,869)
Closing funding surplus / (deficit) (1,171,239) 47,641,938 33,250,214

CURRENT AND NON-CURRENT CLASSIFICATION
In the determination of whether an asset or liability is current or non-current, consideration is given to the time when each asset or liability is 
expected to be settled.  Unless otherwise stated assets or liabilities are classified as current if expected to be settled within the next 12 months, 
being the Council's operational cycle.  
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NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY OPERATING ACTIVITIES
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 NOTE 2

CASH AND FINANCIAL ASSETS

Total Interest Maturity
Description Classification Unrestricted Restricted Cash Trust Institution Rate Date

$ $ $ $

Cash on hand
WBC Cash and cash equivalents 40,084,710 0 40,084,710 Westpac 0 On-call
CBA Cash and cash equivalents 126,805 126,805 CBA 0 On-call
Cash on Hand Cash and cash equivalents 6,000 6,000 Ongoing
WATC Cash and cash equivalents 0 196,299 196,299 Western Austra 0 Ongoing
Trust Cash and cash equivalents 0 251,859 Westpac 1 Ongoing
Term Deposit Cash and cash equivalents (0) 57,762,155 57,762,155 Westpac 1 On-call

Total 40,217,515 57,958,454 98,175,969 251,859

Comprising 
Cash and cash equivalents 40,217,515 57,958,454 98,175,969 251,859

40,217,515 57,958,454 98,175,969 251,859
KEY INFORMATION 
Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, cash at bank, deposits available on demand with banks and other short term highly liquid investments highly liquid investments
with original maturities of three months or less that are readily convertible to known amounts of cash and which are subject to an insignificant risk of changes in value and bank 
overdrafts. Bank overdrafts are reported as short term borrowings in current liabilities in the statement of net current assets. 

The local government classifies financial assets at amortised cost if both of the following criteria are met:
- the asset is held within a business model whose objective is to collect the contractual cashflows, and
- the contractual terms give rise to cash flows that are solely payments of principal and interest.

Financial assets at amortised cost held with registered financial institutions are listed in this note other financial assets at amortised cost are provided in Note 4 - Other assets.

Unrestricted  , 
40,217,515

Restricted , 57,958,454

Trust , 251,859

Cash and Cash Equivalents
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NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY OPERATING ACTIVITIES
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 NOTE 4

OTHER CURRENT ASSETS

Opening Asset Asset Closing
Balance Increase Reduction Balance

Other current assets 1 July 2021 31 October 2021
$ $ $ $

Inventory
Fuel and materials 34,687 276,767 (244,004) 67,450
Tourist Bureau stock 138,212 0 0 138,212

Other current assets
Prepayments 941,117 941,117
Accrued income 88,575 (743) 87,832

Total other current assets 1,202,591 276,767 (244,747) 1,234,611

Inventory
Inventories are measured at the lower of cost and net realisable value.
Net realisable value is the estimated selling price in the ordinary course of business less the estimated costs of 
completion and the estimated costs necessary to make the sale.

KEY INFORMATION
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NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY OPERATING ACTIVITIES
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 NOTE 5

Payables

Payables - general Credit Current 30 Days 60 Days 90+ Days Total
$ $ $ $ $ $

Payables - general 0 100,156 0 604 75 100,835
Percentage 0% 99.3% 0% 0.6% 0.1%
Balance per trial balance
Sundry creditors 0 100,156 0 604 75 100,835
ATO liabilities 455,841 455,841
Accrued expenses 166,338 166,338
Other payables 0 7,839 329,024 14,619 369,450 720,931
Total payables general outstanding 1,536,935

Amounts shown above include GST (where applicable)

Trade and other payables represent liabilities for goods and services provided to the Shire that are unpaid and arise when the Shire
becomes obliged to make future payments in respect of the purchase of these goods and services.  The amounts are unsecured, are 
recognised as a current liability and are normally paid within 30 days of recognition.

   

KEY INFORMATION
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NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY OPERATING ACTIVITIES
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 NOTE 7

DISPOSAL OF ASSETS

Asset Ref. Asset description
Net Book 

Value Proceeds Profit (Loss)
Net Book 

Value Proceeds Profit (Loss)

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
Plant and equipment

PE384 Toyota Hilux 9,580 14,000 4,420 0 9,600 13,858 4,258 0
PE293 Hino 300 Series Crew Cab 21,400 25,000 3,600 0 0 0 0 0
PE307 Hayko Citymaster 9,460 20,000 10,540 0 0 0 0 0
PE339 Hiace Van 10,020 20,000 9,980 0 0 0 0 0
PE497 Toyota Fortuner 28,390 27,000 0 (1,390) 0 0 0 0
PE247 Hino 300 series tipper 15,450 20,000 4,550 0 0 0 0 0
PE329 Hino 300 series Tipper 47,240 20,000 0 (27,240) 0 0 0 0
PE294 Hino 300 Series Crew Cab 20,600 25,000 4,400 0 0 0 0 0
PE414 Hino FM Rear Loader refuse truck 231,870 65,000 0 (166,870) 0 0 0 0
PE413 Hilux 4x4 T/D D/C 15,790 30,000 14,210 0 0 0 0 0

Furniture & Equipment
FE467 OVCP Washing Machines 0 0 0 0 1,920 0 0 (1,920)

409,800 266,000 51,700 (195,500) 11,520 13,858 4,258 (1,920)

Budget YTD Actual

$0

$100,000

$200,000

$300,000

Proceeds on Sale

Proceeds on sale

Budget Actual YTD
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NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY INVESTING ACTIVITIES
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 NOTE 8

CAPITAL ACQUISITIONS

Capital acquisitions Budget YTD Budget YTD Actual
YTD Actual 
Variance

$ $ $ $
Land Held For Resale - Current 4,000 0 291 291
Buildings 19,666,000 4,009,000 1,047,671 (2,961,329)
Furniture & Equipment 591,000 191,000 68,326 (122,674)
Plant & Equipment 1,472,000 170,000 126,132 (43,868)
Infrastructure Assets - Roads 13,108,000 3,683,620 2,537,828 (1,145,792)
Infrastructure Assets - Footpaths 250,000 0 0 0
Infrastructure Assets - Drainage 2,495,000 100,000 33,812 (66,188)
Infrastructure Assets - Airports 10,028,000 4,616,000 3,524,166 (1,091,834)
Infrastructure - Parks & Recreation 18,685,000 1,281,000 676,160 (604,840)
Infrastructure - Town 5,698,000 2,415,000 1,128,868 (1,286,132)
Infrastructure - Waste 223,000 0 0 0
Waste (Pilbara Regional Waste Management Facility) 989,000 0 339,280 339,280
Payments for Capital  Acquisitions 73,209,000 16,465,620 9,482,535 (6,983,085)
Total Capital Acquisitions 73,209,000 16,465,620 9,482,535 (6,983,085)

Capital Acquisitions Funded By:
$ $ $ $

Capital grants and contributions 19,487,800 1,285,097 719,769 (565,328)
Borrowings 5,000,000 0 0 0
Other (disposals & C/Fwd) 266,000 14,000 13,858 (142)
Cash backed reserves

Financial risk reserve 621,752 168,300 0 (168,300)
Future projects reserve 19,179,139 0 0
Housing reserve 1,850,145 458,426 0 (458,426)
Infrastructure reserve 2,114,687 285,600 0 (285,600)
Onslow aerodrome reserve 4,661,224 0 0
Onslow community infrastructure reserve 198,337 0 0
Plant replacement reserve 1,182,000 745,280 0 (745,280)
Property development reserve 3,039,553 0 0
RTIO partnership reserve 0 88,192 0 (88,192)
Tom Price administration building reserve 2,900,000 1,972,000 0 (1,972,000)
Unspent grant and contribution reserves 0 656,232 0 (656,232)
Waste services reserve 488,500 499,747 0 (499,747)

Contribution - operations 12,219,863 10,292,746 8,748,908 (1,543,838)
Capital funding total 73,209,000 16,465,620 9,482,535 (6,983,085)

SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
All assets are initially recognised at cost.  Cost is determined as the 
fair value of the assets given as consideration plus costs incidental to 
the acquisition.  For assets acquired at no cost or for nominal 
consideration, cost is determined as fair value at the date of 
acquisition.  The cost of non-current assets constructed by the local 
government includes the cost of all materials used in the construction, 
direct labour on the project and an appropriate proportion of variable 
and fixed overhead. Certain asset classes may be revalued on a regular 
basis such that the carrying values are not materially different from 
fair value.  Assets carried at fair value are to be revalued with 
sufficient regularity to ensure the carrying amount does not differ 
materially from that determined using fair value at reporting date.

Adopted
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NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY INVESTING ACTIVITIES
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 NOTE 8

CAPITAL ACQUISITIONS (CONTINUED)

Capital expenditure total
Level of completion indicators

0%

20%

40% Percentage Year to Date Actual to Annual Budget expenditure where the 

60% expenditure over budget highlighted in red.

80%

100%

Over 100%

Level of completion indicator, please see table at the end of this note for further detail.

Account Description
Current 
Budget   

Year to 
Date 

Budget 
Year to 

Date Actual 

Variance 
(Under)/Ove

r 
Land

New - Land
0 0 0 0

Land Total 0 0 0 0

Buildings
New - Buildings

22015 Administration Centre Construction - Tom Price 2,900,000 0 0 0
22096 Administration Centre Handrail - Onslow 222,000 0 0 0
22019 Cat Impound Facility - Onslow 41,000 0 0 0
22020 Cat Impound Facility - Tom Price 41,000 0 0 0
21017 Child Care Facility - Tom Price 5,504,000 0 53,484 53,484
22040 Cultural Centre - Onslow 2,000,000 1,300,000 100,030 (1,199,970)
22078 Depot Exit Gate Automation - Onslow 20,000 20,000 0 (20,000)
21023 Emergency Services Facility - Tom Price 3,916,000 1,963,000 91,378 (1,871,623)
BN000 Staff Housing - Locations to be Advised 3,000,000 0 0 0

Renewal - Buildings
22043 Aquatic Facility Reticulation - Paraburdoo 23,000 0 0 0
22045 Aquatic Facility Shade Structure - Tom Price 14,000 14,000 0 (14,000)
22026 Bowls Club / Gym Cladding - Tom Price 40,000 0 0 0
22009 Child Care Facility - Onslow 280,000 0 0 0
22041 Civic Centre / Town Hall Electrical - Tom Price 115,000 0 0 0
21021 Depot Shade Structure - Tom Price 15,000 15,000 13,450 (1,550)
22027 Diamond Club Clubroom - Tom Price 20,000 0 0 0
22024 Library Air-Conditioning - Paraburdoo 6,000 0 0 0
BC390 Library Reception - Tom Price 16,000 0 0 0
22101 Tennis Facility - Tom Price 21,000 21,000 0 (21,000)

Adopted
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Level of completion indicator, please see table at the end of this note for further detail.

Account Description
Current 
Budget   

Year to 
Date 

Budget 
Year to 

Date Actual 

Variance 
(Under)/Ove

r 

Adopted

Upgrade - Buildings
22023 Goods Shed Museum (Compliance) - Onslow 171,000 171,000 38,594 (132,406)
22021 Kennels - Tom Price 60,000 0 0 0
21022 Sun Chalets - Onslow 1,241,000 505,000 750,736 245,736

Buildings Total 19,666,000 4,009,000 1,047,671 (2,961,329)

Furniture & Equipment
New - Furniture and Equipment

22046 Aquatic Facility Accessibility Stairs - Tom Price 9,000 0 0 0
22047 Aquatic Facility CCTV - Tom Price 14,000 0 0 0
22048 Aquatic Facility Inflatables - Tom Price 9,000 9,000 0 (9,000)
22025 Artwork - Paraburdoo 7,000 0 0 0
22028 Gym Equipment - Onslow 138,000 50,000 0 (50,000)
22008 Promotional Televisions 18,000 0 0 0

Renewal - Furniture and Equipment
22044 Aquatic Facility Pool Blankets - Paraburdoo 40,000 0 0 0
22049 Aquatic Facility Pool Cleaner - Tom Price 7,000 7,000 6,350 (650)
22000 Caravan Park (Onslow) Washing Machines - Onslow 26,000 26,000 10,171 (15,829)
22050 Commercial TV Compound - Onslow 18,000 0 9,856 9,856
22016 Information Technology - Laptop/desktops replacement 192,000 0 0 0
22022 Information Technology (Records) 73,000 73,000 30,825 (42,175)
21003 Ict Hardware - Servers & Migration Project Services 0 0 953 953
22001 Onslow Sun Chalets Washing Machines - Onslow 26,000 26,000 10,171 (15,829)

Upgrade - Furniture and Equipment
22042 Aquatic Facility CCTV - Onslow 14,000 0 0 0

Furniture & Equipment Total 591,000 191,000 68,326 (122,674)

Plant & Machinery
New - Plant and Machinery

22017 4WD Double Cab (1) (New) 50,000 0 0 0
22113 4WD Double Cab (2) (New) 50,000 0 0 0
22012 Access Cart (Caravan Park (Onslow)) (New) 19,000 0 0 0
22013 Access Cart (Sun Chalets (Onslow)) (New) 19,000 0 0 0
22084 Caravan 108,000 0 0 0
22114 Water Tanker (New) 100,000 0 0 0
22018 Works Trailer (New) 6,000 0 0 0

Renewal - Plant and Machinery
22085 4WD Double Cab (PUT94) 3 50,000 0 0 0
22086 4WD SUV (PSW83) 3 43,000 0 0 0
21025 Bedford Fire Truck 100,000 0 0 0
22088 Boom-Spray Unit (PBS03) 6,000 0 0 0
22089 Commercial Van (PSD06) 3 45,000 0 0 0
22090 Light-Truck Crew Cab (PTR22) 3 82,000 0 0 0
22091 Medium-Duty Crew Cab (PTR23) 3 85,000 0 0 0
22092 Medium-Duty Tipper (PTR19) 3 65,000 0 921 921
22093 Medium-Duty Tipper (PTR20) 3 65,000 0 0 0
22094 Mower (PVM01) 14,000 0 11,000 11,000
22095 Multi-Purpose Sweeper (PRS04) 3 170,000 170,000 113,560 (56,440)
22002 Rear Loader Garbage Compactor (PTR28) 3 375,000 0 0 0
22079 Workshop Hoist - Tom Price 20,000 0 651 651

Plant & Equipment Total 1,472,000 170,000 126,132 (43,868)

Infrastructure - Waste (General)
New - Waste (General)

22003 Alternative Daily Cover - Paraburdoo 71,000 0 0 0
22004 Alternative Daily Cover - Tom Price 118,000 0 0 0
22005 Transfer Station Solar Panels - Onslow 34,000 0 0 0
AW2003 Paraburdoo - Waste Operations Building Install New 0 0 0 0
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Level of completion indicator, please see table at the end of this note for further detail.

Account Description
Current 
Budget   

Year to 
Date 

Budget 
Year to 

Date Actual 

Variance 
(Under)/Ove

r 

Adopted

AW2004 Tom Price - Waste Operations Building - Install New 0 0 0 0
Infrastructure - Waste Total 223,000 0 0 0

Infrastructure - Waste (Pilbara Regional Waste Management Facility)
New - Waste (Regional Waste Facility)

22006 CCTV System and Weighbridge Arrangements 300,000 0 0 0
19093 Facility Construction 689,000 0 339,280 339,280

Infrastructure - Waste (Pilbara Regional Waste Management Facility) Total 989,000 0 339,280 339,280

Infrastructure - Parks & Recreation
New - Parks and Recreation

22051 Community Boating Precinct - Onslow 7,500,000 0 0 0
22052 Foreshore Masterplan Development - Onslow 800,000 300,000 4,300 (295,700)
21009 Foreshore Sculptures - Onslow 4,000 4,000 4,085 85
22058 Jetty - Onslow 500,000 0 0 0
22029 Judy Woodvine Oval Water Chiller - Paraburdoo 30,000 0 0 0
20000 Pump Track - Tom Price 1,600,000 0 14,254 14,254
22030 Skatepark Water Chiller - Paraburdoo 30,000 0 0 0

Renewal - Parks and Recreation
21020 ANZAC Memorial Park Landscaping - Tom Price 253,000 0 2,999 2,999
22031 ANZAC Memorial Picnic Shelter - Onslow 15,000 0 0 0
22102 Diamond Park Lighting - Tom Price 167,000 167,000 372,480 205,480
22032 Enclosed Cricket Scoreboard - Tom Price 25,000 0 8,385 8,385
22033 Foreshore BBQ Shelter - Onslow 30,000 0 0 0
22034 Four Mile Creek Decking - Onslow 30,000 0 0 0
22035 Gas Cooktops - Onslow 21,000 0 0 0
22036 Skate Park Renewal - Onslow 70,000 70,000 0 (70,000)
22037 Third Avenue Playground Shelter and Fencing - Onslow 99,000 0 0 0
22038 Tjiluna Oval Dug Outs - Tom Price 50,000 0 0 0
C042 Federation Park Playground Maintenance 0 0 0 0

Upgrade - Parks and Recreation
22099 Marina - Onslow 1,101,000 0 0 0
22103 Minna Oval Lighting - Tom Price 373,000 373,000 117,695 (255,305)
22109 Skate Park Expansion - Tom Price 867,000 167,000 146,053 (20,947)
22039 Sports Courts Coverage - Tom Price 4,500,000 0 5,910 5,910
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Level of completion indicator, please see table at the end of this note for further detail.

Account Description
Current 
Budget   

Year to 
Date 

Budget 
Year to 

Date Actual 

Variance 
(Under)/Ove

r 

Adopted

22110 Water Spray Park - Onslow 1 620,000 200,000 0 (200,000)
Infrastructure - Parks & Recreation Total 18,685,000 1,281,000 676,160 (604,840)

Infrastructure Assets - Airports
New - Airport (Onslow)

22105 Airside Civil Works 3,675,000 3,675,000 3,033,830 (641,170)
22106 Aviation Area Development 616,000 400,000 369,988 (30,012)
20011 Examination Devices (Luggage and Body Scanning) 62,000 62,000 0 (62,000)
22080 Explosive Trace Detector Devices 42,000 42,000 0 (42,000)
22108 Mixed Business Development (Services) - Onslow 154,000 154,000 8,421 (145,579)
22107 Rotary Wing Base 214,000 100,000 101,398 1,398
22081 Sub-Division 5,000,000 0 10,530 10,530

Renewal - Airport (Onslow)
22082 Water Softener 10,000 10,000 0 (10,000)

Upgrade - Airport (Onslow)
22083 CCTV System 23,000 23,000 0 (23,000)
18007 Solar Farm Expansion 232,000 150,000 0 (150,000)

Infrastructure Assets - Airports Total 10,028,000 4,616,000 3,524,166 (1,091,834)

Infrastructure Assets - Roads
Renewal - Roads

19061 Ashburton Downs Road Resheet (0.10 - 21.10) 1,807,000 0 0 0
22053 Banjima Drive Reconstruct (20.00 - 21.00) 280,000 280,000 148,803 (131,197)
22063 Beadon Creek Road Edging (0.15 - 0.80) - Onslow 146,000 146,000 146,898 898
22064 Clarke Place Reseal (0.00 - 0.40) - Onslow 90,000 90,000 86,090 (3,910)
22065 Cornish Way Reseal (0.00 - 0.15) - Onslow 34,000 34,000 32,523 (1,477)
22066 Doradeen Road Redesign - Tom Price 50,000 0 0 0
22067 First Avenue Reseal (0.00 - 0.25) - Onslow 56,000 56,000 53,567 (2,433)
22068 Forrest Court Reseal (0.00 - 0.12) - Onslow 27,000 27,000 25,827 (1,173)
22069 Hedditch Street Reseal (0.00 - 0.10) - Onslow 22,000 22,000 21,044 (956)
22070 Lapthorn Avenue Reseal (0.00 - 0.10) - Onslow 22,000 22,000 21,044 (956)
RU203 Lyndon-Towera Road Resheet (0.00 - 8.0) 250,000 158,620 125,522 (33,098)
22077 McRae Place Reseal (0.14 - 0.20) - Onslow 13,000 13,000 12,435 (565)
22054 Millstream-Pannawonica Road (0.00 - 0.18) 50,000 0 0 0
22055 Millstream-Pannawonica Road (41.12 - 41.28) 45,000 0 0 0
22112 Millstream-Pannawonica Road Floodway (93.65 - 94.65) 392,000 0 26,369 26,369
22057 Millstream-Pannawonica Road Reconstruct (5.00 - 25.50 1,025,000 0 2,246 2,246
22097 Mine Road Reconstruct and Reprofile (Various) 2,000,000 0 0 0
22056 Nameless Valley Drive Reconstruct and Reprofile (Variou 2,203,000 400,000 207,193 (192,807)
22071 Second Avenue Reconstruction - Onslow 439,000 0 0 0
22072 Shanks Road Reseal (0.00 - 0.20) - Onslow 45,000 45,000 43,045 (1,955)
22073 Simpson Street Reseal (0.00 - 0.45) - Onslow 101,000 101,000 103,970 2,970
22074 Third Avenue Reseal (0.00 - 0.18) - Onslow 40,000 40,000 38,262 (1,738)
22075 Third Street Reseal (1) (0.00 - 0.10) - Onslow 22,000 22,000 0 (22,000)
22076 Third Street Reseal (2) (0.10 - 0.22) - Onslow 27,000 27,000 46,871 19,871
21000 Twitchin Road Cattlegrids 360,000 0 0 0
RU206 Twitchin Road Resheet (0.05 - 22.5) 3,562,000 2,200,000 1,368,288 (831,712)
RS200 Budget Only - Rural Unsealed Road Program 2020/21 0 0 27,830 27,830

Infrastructure Assets - Roads Total 13,108,000 3,683,620 2,537,828 (1,145,792)

Infrastructure Assets - Drainage
Renewal - Drainage

21006 Drainage Renewal - Locations to be Advised 746,000 100,000 28,085 (71,915)
Upgrade - Drainage

22098 Basin Beautification - Onslow 1,749,000 0 5,727 5,727
Infrastructure Assets - Drainage Total 2,495,000 100,000 33,812 (66,188)

Infrastructure Assets - Pathways
New - Pathways

FN000 Paraburdoo - Location to be Advised 250,000 0 0 0
Infrastructure Assets - Footpaths Total 250,000 0 0 0
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Level of completion indicator, please see table at the end of this note for further detail.

Account Description
Current 
Budget   

Year to 
Date 

Budget 
Year to 

Date Actual 

Variance 
(Under)/Ove

r 

Adopted

Infrastructure - Town
Renewal - Towns

18072 Old Onslow Town (Access and Parking) 89,000 0 0 0
18073 Old Onslow Town (General Works) 54,000 0 0 0
18074 Old Onslow Town (Heritage Street Signage) 46,000 0 0 0
18071 Old Onslow Town (Online App Development) 13,000 0 0 0
18075 Old Onslow Town (Signage) 16,000 0 0 0
22010 Shopping Mall Water Line - Tom Price 45,000 0 0 0

Upgrade - Towns
22104 ANZAC Memorial Site Seawall (Stage 1) - Onslow 3,000,000 0 41,428 41,428
21016 Ocean View Caravan Park - Onslow 1,410,000 1,410,000 271,759 (1,138,241)
15151 Tourist Information Bay - Tom Price 830,000 830,000 815,681 (14,320)
22011 Tourist Information Bay (Sculpture) - Paraburdoo 138,000 138,000 0 (138,000)
22007 Tourist Information Bay (Service Station) - Tom Price 37,000 37,000 0 (37,000)
22014 Wi-Fi Expansion - Tom Price 20,000 0 0 0

Infrastructure - Town Total 5,698,000 2,415,000 1,128,868 (1,286,132)

Land Held For Resale - Current
Asset New

18022 Land Development Surveys - Tom Price 4,000 0 291 291

Land Held For Resale - Current Total 4,000 0 291 291

Grand Total 73,209,000 16,465,620 9,482,535 (6,983,085)

SHIRE OF ASHBURTON | 20
169



N
O

TE
S 

TO
 T

HE
 S

TA
TE

M
EN

T 
O

F 
FI

N
AN

CI
AL

 A
CT

IV
IT

Y
FI

N
AN

CI
N

G
 A

CT
IV

IT
IE

S
FO

R 
TH

E 
PE

RI
O

D 
EN

DE
D 

31
 O

CT
O

BE
R 

20
21

N
O

TE
 9

BO
RR

O
W

IN
G

S
R

ep
ay

m
en

ts
 - 

bo
rr

ow
in

gs
In

te
re

st
In

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

 b
or

ro
w

in
gs

Pr
in

ci
pa

l
Re

pa
ym

en
ts

Pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
s

Lo
an

 N
o.

1 
Ju

ly
 2

02
1

Ac
tu

al
Bu

dg
et

Ac
tu

al
Bu

dg
et

Ac
tu

al
Bu

dg
et

Ac
tu

al
Bu

dg
et

$
$

$
$

$
$

$
$

$
G

ov
er

na
nc

e
O

ns
lo

w
 A

dm
in

ist
ra

tio
n 

Bu
ild

in
g 

Ho
us

in
g

12
4

60
0,

18
4

0
0

0
46

,0
54

60
0,

18
4

55
4,

13
0

0
19

,4
87

Ho
us

in
g

St
af

f H
ou

sin
g 

Pl
an

11
7

15
5,

85
3

0
0

0
75

,7
93

15
5,

85
3

80
,0

60
0

7,
47

6
Co

m
m

un
ity

 a
m

en
iti

es
O

ns
lo

w
 T

ra
ns

fe
r S

ta
tio

n
12

2
1,

39
8,

34
5

0
0

16
5,

58
8

33
3,

72
5

1,
23

2,
75

7
1,

06
4,

62
0

21
,5

35
40

,5
19

Tr
an

sp
or

t
O

ns
lo

w
 A

er
od

ro
m

e 
U

pg
ra

de
11

9
11

2,
91

5
0

0
0

19
,8

47
11

2,
91

5
93

,0
68

0
6,

87
1

Ai
rp

or
t S

ub
-D

iv
isi

on
5,

00
0,

00
0

0
0

5,
00

0,
00

0
0

To
ta

l
2,

26
7,

29
7

0
5,

00
0,

00
0

16
5,

58
8

47
5,

41
9

2,
10

1,
70

9
6,

79
1,

87
8

21
,5

35
74

,3
53

Cu
rr

en
t b

or
ro

w
in

gs
47

5,
41

9
30

9,
83

2
N

on
-c

ur
re

nt
 b

or
ro

w
in

gs
1,

79
1,

87
8

1,
79

1,
87

7
2,

26
7,

29
7

2,
10

1,
70

9

Al
l d

eb
en

tu
re

 re
pa

ym
en

ts
 w

er
e 

fin
an

ce
d 

by
 g

en
er

al
 p

ur
po

se
 re

ve
nu

e.

KE
Y 

IN
FO

RM
AT

IO
N

in
cl

ud
ed

 a
s p

ar
t o

f t
he

 c
ar

ry
in

g 
am

ou
nt

 o
f t

he
 lo

an
s a

nd
 b

or
ro

w
in

gs
.

Pr
in

ci
pa

l
Pr

in
ci

pa
l

N
ew

 L
oa

ns
Re

pa
ym

en
ts

O
ut

st
an

di
ng

Al
l l

oa
ns

 a
nd

 b
or

ro
w

in
gs

 a
re

 in
iti

al
ly

 re
co

gn
ise

d 
at

 th
e 

fa
ir 

va
lu

e 
of

 th
e 

co
ns

id
er

at
io

n 
re

ce
iv

ed
 le

ss
 d

ire
ct

ly
 a

tt
rib

ut
ab

le
 tr

an
sa

ct
io

n 
co

st
s.

 A
fte

r i
ni

tia
l r

ec
og

ni
tio

n,
 in

te
re

st
-b

ea
rin

g 
lo

an
s a

nd
 b

or
ro

w
in

gs
 a

re
 su

bs
eq

ue
nt

ly
 m

ea
su

re
d 

at
 a

m
or

tis
ed

 c
os

t u
sin

g 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

iv
e 

in
te

re
st

 m
et

ho
d.

  F
ee

s p
ai

d 
on

 th
e 

es
ta

bl
ish

m
en

t o
f l

oa
n 

fa
ci

lit
ie

s t
ha

t a
re

 y
ie

ld
 re

la
te

d 
ar

e 

SH
IR

E 
O

F 
AS

HB
U

RT
O

N
 |

 2
1

170



N
O

TE
S 

TO
 T

H
E 

ST
AT

EM
EN

T 
O

F 
FI

N
AN

CI
AL

 A
CT

IV
IT

Y
O

PE
RA

TI
N

G 
AC

TI
VI

TI
ES

FO
R 

TH
E 

PE
RI

O
D

 E
N

D
ED

 3
1 

O
CT

O
BE

R 
20

21
N

O
TE

 1
0

CA
SH

 R
ES

ER
VE

S

Ca
sh

 b
ac

ke
d 

re
se

rv
e 

Re
se

rv
e 

na
m

e
O

pe
ni

ng
 B

al
an

ce
 

Bu
dg

et
 

O
pe

ni
ng

 
Ba

la
nc

e
Bu

dg
et

 In
te

re
st

 
Ea

rn
ed

Ac
tu

al
 In

te
re

st
 

Ea
rn

ed

Bu
dg

et
 T

ra
ns

fe
rs

 
In

 
(+

)

Ac
tu

al
 T

ra
ns

fe
rs

 
In

 
(+

)

Bu
dg

et
 T

ra
ns

fe
rs

 
O

ut
 

(-)

Ac
tu

al
 T

ra
ns

fe
rs

 
O

ut
   

   
   

   
   

 
(-)

Bu
dg

et
 C

lo
si

ng
 

Ba
la

nc
e

Ac
tu

al
 Y

TD
 

Cl
os

in
g 

Ba
la

nc
e

$
$

$
$

$
$

$
$

$

Em
pl

oy
ee

 b
en

ef
its

 re
se

rv
e

0
0

0
0

0
Fi

na
nc

ia
l r

isk
 re

se
rv

e
6,

16
7,

01
3

6,
17

9,
22

8
48

,9
33

0
(6

21
,7

52
)

5,
60

6,
40

9
6,

16
7,

01
3

Fu
tu

re
 p

ro
je

ct
s r

es
er

ve
21

,1
70

,3
06

21
,1

75
,8

94
17

,0
23

0
(1

9,
17

9,
13

9)
2,

01
3,

77
8

21
,1

70
,3

06
Ho

us
in

g 
re

se
rv

e
1,

83
2,

09
6

1,
83

5,
60

9
14

,5
36

0
(1

,8
50

,1
45

)
0

1,
83

2,
09

6
In

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 re
se

rv
e

2,
09

1,
53

3
2,

09
8,

07
3

16
,6

14
0

(2
,1

14
,6

87
)

0
2,

09
1,

53
3

Jo
in

t v
en

tu
re

 h
ou

sin
g 

re
se

rv
e

5,
06

5
5,

25
7

41
0

5,
29

8
5,

06
5

O
ns

lo
w

 a
er

od
ro

m
e 

re
se

rv
e

12
,6

94
,0

49
12

,7
21

,2
11

10
0,

74
0

0
(4

,6
61

,2
24

)
8,

16
0,

72
7

12
,6

94
,0

49
O

ns
lo

w
 c

om
m

un
ity

 in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
 re

se
rv

e
19

8,
99

0
19

8,
07

7
26

0
0

(1
98

,3
37

)
0

19
8,

99
0

Pl
an

t r
ep

la
ce

m
en

t r
es

er
ve

1,
33

0,
33

4
1,

33
3,

03
0

10
,7

54
0

78
0,

00
0

(1
,1

82
,0

00
)

94
1,

78
4

1,
33

0,
33

4
Pr

op
er

ty
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t r

es
er

ve
3,

00
6,

50
2

3,
01

5,
67

2
23

,8
81

0
(3

,0
39

,5
53

)
0

3,
00

6,
50

2
RT

IO
 p

ar
tn

er
sh

ip
 re

se
rv

e
0

0
0

0
0

To
m

 P
ric

e 
ad

m
in

ist
ra

tio
n 

bu
ild

in
g 

re
se

rv
e

6,
15

3,
16

1
6,

16
4,

50
2

48
,8

16
0

(2
,9

00
,0

00
)

3,
31

3,
31

8
6,

15
3,

16
1

U
ns

pe
nt

 g
ra

nt
 a

nd
 c

on
tr

ib
ut

io
n 

re
se

rv
es

0
0

0
0

0
W

as
te

 se
rv

ic
es

 re
se

rv
e

2,
48

1,
52

9
2,

48
7,

18
7

19
,6

66
0

(4
88

,5
00

)
2,

01
8,

35
3

2,
48

1,
52

9
CO

VI
D-

19
 R

el
ie

f &
 S

tim
ul

us
82

7,
19

7
82

8,
90

6
6,

56
5

0
83

5,
47

1
82

7,
19

7

57
,9

57
,7

75
58

,0
42

,6
46

30
7,

82
9

0
78

0,
00

0
0

(3
6,

23
5,

33
7)

0
22

,8
95

,1
38

57
,9

57
,7

75

SH
IR

E 
O

F 
AS

HB
U

RT
O

N
 |

 2
2

171



NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY OPERATING ACTIVITIES
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 NOTE 11

OTHER CURRENT LIABILITIES

Opening Liability Liability Closing
Balance Increase Reduction Balance

Other current liabilities Note 1 July 2021 31 October 2021
$ $ $ $

Contract liabilities

12 10,701,592 0 (1,820) 10,699,772
Total unspent grants, contributions and reimbursements 10,701,592 0 (1,820) 10,699,772

Provisions
Annual leave 1,020,302 0 1,020,302
Long service leave 682,772 (14,468) 668,304
Total Provisions 1,703,074 0 (14,468) 1,688,606

Total other current assets 12,404,666 0 (16,288) 12,388,378

KEY INFORMATION
Provisions
Provisions are recognised when the Shire has a present legal or constructive obligation, as a result of past events, for which it is 
probable that an outflow of economic benefits will result and that outflow can be reliably measured.

Provisions are measured using the best estimate of the amounts required to settle the obligation at the end of the reporting period.

Employee benefits
Short-term employee benefits 
Provision is made for the Shire’s obligations for short-term employee benefits. Short-term employee benefits are benefits (other than 
termination benefits) that are expected to be settled wholly before 12 months after the end of the annual reporting period in which 
the employees render the related service, including wages, salaries and sick leave. Short-term employee benefits are measured at the 
(undiscounted) amounts expected to be paid when the obligation is settled.

The Shire’s obligations for short-term employee benefits such as wages, salaries and sick leave are recognised as a part of current trade 
and other payables in the calculation of net current assets. 

Other long-term employee benefits
The Shire’s obligations for employees’ annual leave and long service leave entitlements are recognised as provisions in the statement 
of financial position.

Long-term employee benefits are measured at the present value of the expected future payments to be made to employees. Expected 
future payments incorporate anticipated future wage and salary levels, durations of service and employee departures and are 
discounted at rates determined by reference to market yields at the end of the reporting period on government bonds that have 
maturity dates that approximate the terms of the obligations. Any remeasurements for changes in assumptions of obligations for other 
long-term employee benefits are recognised in profit or loss in the periods in which the changes occur. The Shire’s obligations for 
long-term employee benefits are presented as non-current provisions in its statement of financial position, except where the Shire does 
not have an unconditional right to defer settlement for at least 12 months after the end of the reporting period, in which case the 
obligations are presented as current provisions.

Contract liabilities
An entity’s obligation to transfer goods or services to a customer for which the entity has received consideration (or the amount 
is due) from the customer. Grants to acquire or construct recognisable non-financial assets to identified specifications be constructed 
to be controlled by the Shire are recognised as a liability until such time as the Shire satisfies its obligations under the agreement.

- operating
Unspent grants, contributions and reimbursements
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NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY NOTE 14
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 TRUST FUND

Opening 
Balance Amount Amount Closing Balance

Description 1 July 2021 Received Paid 31 Oct 2021
$ $ $ $

Public open Spaces 236,655 0 236,655
Retention Funds 30,375 (15,187) 15,188
Adjustment 16 16

267,030 0 (15,171) 251,859

Funds held at balance date over which the Shire has no control and which are not included in this 
statement are as follows:
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NOTES TO THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITY NOTE 15
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 31 OCTOBER 2021 EXPLANATION OF MATERIAL VARIANCES

The material variance thresholds are adopted annually by Council as an indicator of whether the actual expenditure or 

The material variance adopted by Council for the 2021-22 year is $40,000 or 10.00% whichever is the greater.

Reporting Program Var. $ Var. % Timing/ Permanent Explanation of Variance

$ %

Revenue from operating activities

Governance 167,505 32.92%  Permanent
 Insurance Claim Payment (unbudgeted)
 Credit Card Income Increase

General purpose funding - other (585,341) (53.74%)  Timing

 FAGS - General Funding - Budget Profile Timing
 FAGS - Road Funding - Budget Profile Timing
 Interest Earnings - Possible Timing

Health 48,867 41.13%  Timing
Budget profile timing variance on various annual 
registration revenue

Housing (64,964) (47.41%)  Timing
 Decrease in Housing Other income
 Decrease in Housing Reimbursements

Community amenities 482,684 25.95%  Timing

 Disposal Site Fees Paraburdoo Income - Possible 
timing only
 Refuse Commercial Income - Possible timly only
 Town Planning Assess Fee Income - Budget +

Recreation and culture (155,920) (19.34%)  Timing

Incorrect allocation of grant funding
Timing of grant Funding. 
Increase and timing of various fees and charges

Transport (280,260) (17.44%)  Timing

Budget profile timing variances
Incorrect allocation of grant funding
Budget Profile timing of RRG Funding
 Proceeds from Sale of Scrap - Budget +

Economic services 396,369 87.91%  Timing

 Increase in Caravan Park Income.
 Increase in TP Visitor Cenre Souvenirs Income
 Increase in TP information Bay Funding
 Increase in Building Fees & Licenses - Budget +

Expenditure from operating activities

Governance (1,173,834) (56.01%)  Timing

Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Budget profile budget variances

Law, order and public safety 425,578 61.43%  Timing

Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Budget profile budget variances
 Decrease in CLIP program costs

Health 80,730 34.79%  Timing

Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Budget profile budget variances

Education and welfare 122,326 91.32%  Timing

Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Budget profile budget variances

Housing (57,770) (10.67%)  Timing

Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Housing allocations currently pending
Budget profile budget variances

Community amenities 2,191,559 54.41%  Timing

Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Budget profile budget variances

Recreation and culture 2,616,314 44.93%  Timing

 Decrease in Strategic Planning Projects consultancy
 Drecrease in Nameless Festival Rtio Sponsorship
 Increase in Cleam Thompson Oval & Surrounds
 Decrease in Old MPC
 Increase in Donation to Community Group - 
Compliance
 Decrease In Paraburdoo Chub-Utilities
 Increase in Building Program Onslow Museum 
(repositioned from Capex)
Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Budget profile budget variances

Transport 5,983,517 81.80%  Timing

 Increase in Road Flood Damage works
 Decrease in Rural Access Road works
 Decrease in Airport Insurance
Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Budget profile budget variances

Economic services 902,844 54.42%  Timing

 Increase in Rio Tino Covid 19 (20/21)
 Decrease in SOA Anniversary Celebration
 Decrease in OV Caravan Park operations
 Decrease in Onslow Water Tanks (artworks)
 Decrease in Toursim Promotion
Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Budget profile budget variances

Other property and services 842,223 84.38%  Timing

Admin Allocations currently pending
Depreciation allocations currently pending
Pending salary & wages repositioning
Budget profile budget variances

Investing activities
Proceeds from non-operating grants, subsidies and 
contributions (565,328) (43.99%)  Timing Budget profile timing on receipt of grants
Payments for property, plant and equipment and 
infrastructure 6,983,085 42.41%  Timing Budget profile timing

Financing actvities

Repayment of debentures (165,588) 0.00%  Budget profile timing

revenue varies from the year to date Actual materially.

SHIRE OF ASHBURTON | 25
174



14.2A Control of Declared Weeds – Old Onslow 

175



1

Rebecca Page

From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 21 August 2020 3:14 PM
To: 'robert.jehu@ashburton.wa.gov.au'
Subject: Declared weed management, Onslow
Attachments: OnslowCommons_Weed_Tenure_27July2018 (00000003).jpg

Hi Robert, 
Thanks for the chat today. As mentioned, Tim was in the process of sorting out a weed management 
plan for the Ashburton shire (before he left), to help the shire allocating funds to address their 
obligations in managing declared species. I think it did go up to council, but I’m not sure what the 
outcome was and little (if no work) has been undertaken by the Shire to manage declared weeds 
since. Here’s some of the email chain below regarding declared weeds – parkinsonia and mesquite 
were the key ones of concern around the Old Onslow area and some of the access roads near the 
Ashburton River area. 

I’ve also attached a map of the land tenure for the Onslow Commons area where the Parkinsonia 
and Mesquite infestation areas are (the mesquite is scattered throughout the area), where we’re 
trying to get a more coordinated approach to weed management across the area. This includes Shire 
of Ashburton tenure. 
The Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee (PMMC) have been a key player in this, as they help 
coordinate programs across the region and have been instrumental in sourcing funding for weed 
control programs. Jo Williams is the PMMC manager, her contact details are: Ph. 9144 
1844          Mob. 0456 000 487              Email: jo@pilbaramesquite.com.au 
Jo will be sending invites out for the PMMC AGM coming up in October, at this stage it’s likely to be 
the 13/14 October, which is when you said you’d be on leave. 
As discussed, we can always send through minutes etc 
If you have any questions, please get in touch. 
Thanks 

Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species 

Sustainability and Biosecurity 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 

You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  
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From: Tim Brokenshire [mailto:Tim.Brokenshire@ashburton.wa.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 August 2017 2:29 PM 
To: Martin, Lara <Lara.Martin@agric.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Weed Management of Mesquite and Parkinsonia at Old Onslow Townsite - Shire of Ashburton 

Thanks Lara 

Tim Brokenshire 
Manager Environmental Health 

D: (08) 9188 4411 
M: 0419 871 528 
E: Tim.Brokenshire@ashburton.wa.gov.au

246 Poinciana Street 
P.O Box: 567, Tom Price, WA, 6751
T: 08 9188 4444   F: 08 9188 2252

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information 
contained in it. If you have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document.

Tim Brokenshire 

From: Martin, Lara [mailto:Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 August 2017 2:20 PM 
To: Tim Brokenshire <Tim.Brokenshire@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: Weed Management of Mesquite and Parkinsonia at Old Onslow Townsite - Shire of Ashburton 

Hi Tim, 

Thank you for the conversation a few  weeks ago with regards to the management of declared plants 
in the Ashburton Shire. As discussed there are infestations of both mesquite (Prosopis sp.) and 
Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia aculeata) at the Old Onslow townsite and along the Ashburton River on 
shire managed land. 

Could you please let me know what control work the shire will be undertaking this year to commence 
management of declared weeds on your property at Old Onslow townsite? And what is your 
proposed ongoing management to eradicate mesquite and reduce Parkinsonia, given the long 
durability of seed and seed banks. 

It is good to hear that the Shire of Ashburton are proposing to put in place a weed management plan 
for ongoing control for the shire and including for undertaking control of declared plants on shire 
managed lands (including Parkinsonia and mesquite at the Old Onslow Townsite) in the near future, 
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with ongoing plans for continued weed management to prevent seed set and spread of declared 
species. 
Would it be possible for you to please indicate how you to propose to manage over the longer term? 
(including timing of control work – for audit purposes). Also when you will be undertaking control this 
year to meet your requirements to control these declared weeds. I will be undertaking audits in 
coming months to ensure control work is undertaken. Thanks. 

As discussed, there are obligations for land managers to control declared pests under the Biosecurity 
and Agriculture Management Act 2007, and to prevent the spread of seed or plant parts within and 
from the area on or in livestock, fodder, grain, vehicles and/or machinery.  Failure to take the control 
measures required under the Biosecurity Agricultural Management Act 2007 (WA) may result in the 
issue of a Pest Control Notice – which details the required control measures needed to comply with 
the Act, within a specified time period. Failure to meet these control measures may then result in 
further regulatory actions being taken, including remedial action at your expense and / or prosecution 
for offences under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, with fines of up to $ 50,000 
where not adhered to. 

In this instance Mesquite (Prosopis sp.) and Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia aculeata L.) are both present 
at Old Onslow townsite (as determined by inspections undertaken at the site in recent months) and 
therefore require control of these declared pests through the application of prescribed control 
measures within Regulation 27 of the Biosecurity and Agricultural Management Regulations 2013. 
Please be advised that the Shire of Ashburton, as the current land managers of this site are to 
undertake such control measures as outlined as best practice management for each of these 
species. 
Current known infested area: 

There are currently dense infestations of parkinsonia along the Ashburton River banks, and 
there are scattered patches of mesquite throughout the property – equating to thousands of 
plants requiring control over approximately 500-600 hectares of the property. 
GPSing individual locations during your control work activities will help in managing these 

plants and indicating reduction of infested area over time. 

Map of location of the Old Onslow Townsite (Multiple Lots on R35118) managed by the Shire of 
Ashburton: 
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Here are some recent photos of mesquite and parkinsonia at the Old Onslow townsite area, to give 
you an idea of plant densities. 
Mesquite: 
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Parkinsonia (the vibrant bright green coloured plants): 
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Mesquite and Parkinsonia: 
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All declared plants found on the Property (R35118) require control by the Shire of Ashburton. (Note, 
the same applies for managing declared plants on any land that you manage where declared plants 
may be found). 

Attached are control options for Parkinsonia and mesquite and best practice management information. 
Declared pests are assigned control categories under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management 
Regulations 2013.  Parkinsonia is Category C3 (requiring management – to reduce the numbers and 
distribution of the plant and prevent/contain the spread of the plant) and Mesquite is Category 2 
(requires eradication). Further information can also be found on the DAFWA website:  

Parkinsonia: https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/declared-plants/parkinsonia-declared-pest  

Mesquite: https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/declared-plants/mesquite-declared-pest 
 
For the Pilbara context (and methods that appear to work best in this region), there are some useful 
additional resources on the Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee (PMMC) website for primary 
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control methods, where basal bark spraying with foliage spray of recruitment tends to be what is used 
in most circumstances for both these woody weeds. Refer to: 
https://pilbaramesquite.com.au/resources/educational-material/  
Timing of control work is important, and is most effective when plants are actively growing (and 
herbicide is readily absorbed/taken up) – best conducted from April to November.  
 
If you are interested in options of contractors in the area to engage/employ in assisting to undertake 
control work, Jo Williams (Manager) from the Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee (who also 
works in the area with declared plant species including mesquite, parkinsonia, prickly pear and other 
opuntiod species, bellyache bush in the Pilbara) will be able to provide information. Her contact 
details are: 
Ph. 9144 1844          Mob. 0456 000 487              Email: jo@pilbaramesquite.com.au 
 
Other declared weeds to watch for in the Pilbara include Oputioid cactus species (such as prickly pear, 
coral cactus, devil’s rope cactus, Riverina pear), bellyache bush (Jatropha gossypiifolia), parthenium 
weed (Parthenium hysterophorus), rubbervine (Cryptostegia sp). 
 
Also could you confirm if the shire manage up keep and weed control on the old Onslow Road and 
camp areas along this road adjacent to the Ashburton River, including three mile pool. Re: control of 
mesquite here and possibly erecting signage for campers here to minimise spread of mesquite by 
practicing good clean down protocols and not driving over plants to reduce the spread of these weed 
seeds. 
 
If you have any questions, or require further information, please get in touch. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
 
Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species  

Biosecurity and Regulation  

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
Level 2 / 20 Sharpe Avenue (PO Box 1618)  
Karratha WA  6714 
 

t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9143 0017; m:  0439 567 046 

w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 

           

 
 
Report biosecurity or unfamiliar pests for free on our free smartphone or tablet apps or online. Use 
MyWeedWatcher for weeds or MyPestGuide for pests and diseases. Alternatively, contact the Pest 
and Disease Information Service on 1800 084 881 or email info@agric.wa.gov.au. 
 
DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email (including attachments) is intended only for the use of the person(s) 
to whom it is addressed as it may be confidential and contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended 
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recipient you are hereby notified that any perusal, use, distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this email in error, please immediately advise us by return email and delete the email document. 
 
This email and any attachments to it are also subject to copyright and any unauthorised reproduction, adaptation or 
transmission is prohibited. 
This notice should not be removed. 
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Rebecca Page

From: jo@pilbaramesquite.com.au
Sent: Tuesday, 8 December 2020 1:39 PM
To: Lara Martin; Robert.jehu@ashburton.wa.gov.au
Subject: [EXT] - Costs and background info for Ashburton Shire.
Attachments: Harding River Parkinsonia Management Proposal PMMC 2021.pdf; Minderoo & Urala 

2014 - 2020 M & P chemical control with Ashburton tenure.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DPIRD. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise 
the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello Rob and Lara,  
Hope you are both well. 
Just following up on our meeting last week and providing a bit of additional information that might help Ashburton Shire 
make a plan for the Mesquite and Parkinsonia management in the Onslow area; 

The map attached shows the locations where Minderoo have chemically controlled Mesquite and Parkinsonia in the last 
few years; the effort has cost about $150,000 per year (every year since 2014). The map does not show areas where 
Minderoo has used the excavator to mechanically control the dense patches of Mesquite and Parkinsonia, however 
most of these areas have had follow-up chemical treatment events. 
The map also shows the area of land that is Ashburton Shire tenure around the Old Onslow town site that we saw last 
week (shown as a white hatched block on the map). The Old Onslow town site area and Twitchen road & Old Onslow 
Road are the areas of concern for the Shire and it’d be great if we can help coordinate a better approach to managing 
this infestation as part of the broader landscape.  

As an example of the type of costs and strategies we deliver, I have also attached a proposal that I have just put 
together for the City of Karratha to coordinate the management of a similar weed infestation on their tenure. This 
proposal for work in 2021 builds on previous control efforts undertaken by the PMMC and City of Karratha in 2019 (so 
the document explains how the strategy is being progressed etc). The PMMC also works with several resource 
companies and pastoral companies to coordinate this type of work.   

There are lots of variables in what the cost per day is for most Professional Weed control contractors; it varies based on 
how much the operators are providing themselves, if they BYO  equipment (quad bikes etc), what type of 
accommodation/ meals etc. The approx. $150,000 / year that Minderoo spends pays for about 200 ‘operator’ days 
(where the operators BYO equipment and quad bikes) , then the PMMC provides chemical, data collection/ 
management  etc. (You can see from the map how much area the 200 operator days per year covers). 

There are a few Licenced Pest Weed control contractors that the PMMC works with across the Pilbara Regional- some 
locally based, other are FIFO.  

In terms of how much funding would Ashburton Shire “have to” spend would depend on how quickly they want the 
problem to be reduced; if you spend more in the first few years, the infestation will be reduced quickly and therefore 
the on-going management costs would be reduced. The strategy we recommend would be influenced by the budget, 
and then a recommendation of mechanical and / or chemical control would be selected accordingly. If the Shire was 
keen to be part of the effort to manage these weeds quickly, then a cost estimation/ strategy would be;  

 $50,000 for the first year to be used for both chemical and mechanical control (year 1)
 then approximately $30,000 for the next 2 years  (years 2 & 3)

Attachment 1.1A2 2020208 EXT - Costs and background info for Ashburton Shire
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 potentially reducing this to $15,000 by the 4th or 5th  year 
 it would then be likely that the effort could be conducted every 2nd year as a ‘maintenance’ effort at around 

$10,000 (on-going) 
All these approximated costs assume that experienced contractors are engaged given the efficiency gained by using 
people that know the area and the methods. Also the work would need to be  conducted in association with other local 
programs; again to add efficiencies and effectiveness to the program in terms of spatially complementary efforts and 
mobilisation costs of people etc.  
 
As we discussed during our meeting last week, it’s also noted that the Shire has not participated in this community land 
management effort previously, so there would be a great deal of social impact by them ‘getting on board’. Also as 
noted, the effect of any control effort from the Shire would have initial significant reduction on the infestation. So it is 
really  worth while committing any amount of budget to this work- particularly if that budget commitment is on-going.  
 
I understand Lara is going to add some information regarding the Legislation that under pins this work, but if there’s any 
further info you need about costs, control methods, external funding opportunities etc then I am happy to chat. 
Thanks again for your time last week Rob, it was nice to meet you. 
Cheers, Jo  
 
Jo Williams | Project Manager  
Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee 

Postal Address PO Box 867, Karratha WA 6714 
  

 
  

Mob 0456 000 487   
Em: jo@pilbaramesquite.comau   
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Rebecca Page

From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 20 November 2020 3:37 PM
To: 'robert.jehu@ashburton.wa.gov.au'
Cc: 'jo@pilbaramesquite.com.au'
Subject: 3 Dec 2020 - Meeting in Onslow

Hi Robert, 

Great to finally meet you on Tuesday. 
Just confirming our catch up in Onslow in a couple of weeks for Thursday 3 Dec, 1pm at the Onslow 
shire office. 
I’ve caught up with Jo Williams, from the Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee (PMMC), this 
week too and she’d also like to meet with us then, if that’s ok. 
We can go and show you some of the mesquite and parkinsonia out at Old Onslow and along the 
Ashburton River, to help you familiarise with these declared plant species and show you some of the 
issues around the Onslow Commons area and Ashburton Shire tenure.   
I can bring out some more declared plant pamphlets, including cactus. I found some Wheel cactus 
(not previously found in the Pilbara) and Riverina pear in Pannawonica this week. We’ll be getting a 
media release out in the next week or so. 

I’ll see if I can pick up some of those Leucaena brochures from DBCA office here – one of the 
environmental weeds you were mentioned that you were concerned about around Tom Price (it’s one 
of their high priority weeds, but not a declared species). To help with awareness raising etc. 

Kind Regards 

Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species 

Sustainability and Biosecurity 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 

You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  

Attachment 1.1A3 20201120 - Meeting in Onslow 3 Dec 2020
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Rebecca Page

From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 8 December 2020 3:33 PM
To: 'jo@pilbaramesquite.com.au'; 'Robert.jehu@ashburton.wa.gov.au'
Subject: RE: [EXT] - Costs and background info for Ashburton Shire.
Attachments: OnslowCommons_Weed_Tenure_27July2018 (00000003).jpg; Mesquite information 

sheet.pdf; Effective control of mesquite - a Pilbara approach v1-3.pdf

Thanks Jo. 

Hi Rob,  
Is this sufficient information to help with quantifying costs for declared weed management, to allow a 
budget item to your Director for inclusion into your shire project works (including for ongoing costs for 
declared weed management)? The breakdown of costs (in the example proposals), outlined by Jo, 
hopefully provides a guide to what the Shire of Ashburton would be looking at in terms of initial costs 
to address the mesquite and parkinsonia infestations in the Onslow area, and an estimate for 
ongoing management costs. Please let us know if you require further detail – as Jo indicated, she 
would be able to provide more details on breakdown of costs, external funding opportunities, 
contractor details and the like. 

The first year of control work will provide a better indicator of how much of the mesquite (Prosopis 
sp.) and Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia aculeata) is present (and therefore effort required to make a 
significant impact for successful control) – and allow a more up to date map of the current infestation. 
This is the best starting point to gauge the cost for ongoing weed control work – and time taken to 
cover the area as well as plant density (as it can be quite variable, and access and plant #s is a key 
factor in how much work can be done in a set timeframe). 
And as you could see on our site visit last week, the mesquite is currently quite scattered yet 
reasonably low in density across the shire land, with the parkinsonia quite dense, but confined to the 
Ashburton river (I’ve attached the Onslow commons area map).  

As Jo’s outlined already, the City of Karratha current control effort on the Harding River and 
surrounds would be a similar scale (a little bit larger area covered by their current infestation) to what 
would be required at Onslow, and a useful starting point for effective weed management (with a 
breakdown of costs). It all depends on what the Shire are able to budget for initially.  

As already discussed, there are obligations for land managers to control declared pests under the 
Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 (BAM Act), and to prevent the spread of seed or 
plant parts within and from the area on or in livestock, fodder, grain, vehicles and/or machinery.  

I think you already have the control options information for Parkinsonia and mesquite and best practice 
management information  (which I sent to you last year, please let me know if you’d like me to resend). 
Declared pests are assigned control categories under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management 
Regulations 2013.  Parkinsonia is Category C3 (requiring management – to reduce the numbers and 
distribution of the plant and prevent/contain the spread of the plant) and Mesquite is Category 2 
(requires eradication). Further information can also be found on the DPIRD website:  

Mesquite: https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/declared-plants/mesquite-declared-pest 

Parkinsonia: https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/declared-plants/parkinsonia-declared-pest 

Attachment 1.1A4 20201208 RE EXT - Costs and background info for Ashburton Shire
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For the Pilbara context (and methods that appear to work best in this region) basal bark spraying with 
foliage spray of recruitment tends to be what is used in most circumstances for both these woody 
weeds. Timing of control work is important, and is most effective when plants are actively growing 
(and herbicide is readily absorbed/taken up) – best conducted from April to November.  
 
Current known infested area: 

There are currently dense infestations of parkinsonia along the Ashburton River banks, and 
there are scattered patches of mesquite throughout the property – equating to thousands of 
plants requiring control over approximately 500-600 hectares of the property. 
GPSing individual locations during control work activities will help in managing these plants 
and indicating reduction of infested area over time. 

Mesquite near Old Onslow townsite:  

Parkinsonia, Ashburton River:  
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While getting on ground control activities are the priority here, the other consideration may be some 
signage, for around the Old town site and Old Onslow Rd (where there are a lot of travellers visiting), 
to raise awareness around the significance of these weeds in the area. (approx.. cost per sign $300-
500 depending on size).  
 
It’s great that the shire are considering declared weed management in the current budget, which will 
help to meet declared pest management obligations under the BAM Act, to contribute to reducing the 
current infestation. Please get in touch if you require further information. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species  
Sustainability and Biosecurity 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
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Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 
  
  
  

 
  
You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  
  
 
 
 

From: jo@pilbaramesquite.com.au [mailto:jo@pilbaramesquite.com.au]  
Sent: Tuesday, 8 December 2020 1:39 PM 
To: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>; Robert.jehu@ashburton.wa.gov.au 
Subject: [EXT] - Costs and background info for Ashburton Shire. 
 

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DPIRD. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

  

Hello Rob and Lara,  
Hope you are both well. 
Just following up on our meeting last week and providing a bit of additional information that might help Ashburton Shire 
make a plan for the Mesquite and Parkinsonia management in the Onslow area; 
 
The map attached shows the locations where Minderoo have chemically controlled Mesquite and Parkinsonia in the last 
few years; the effort has cost about $150,000 per year (every year since 2014). The map does not show areas where 
Minderoo has used the excavator to mechanically control the dense patches of Mesquite and Parkinsonia, however 
most of these areas have had follow-up chemical treatment events. 
The map also shows the area of land that is Ashburton Shire tenure around the Old Onslow town site that we saw last 
week (shown as a white hatched block on the map). The Old Onslow town site area and Twitchen road & Old Onslow 
Road are the areas of concern for the Shire and it’d be great if we can help coordinate a better approach to managing 
this infestation as part of the broader landscape.  
 
As an example of the type of costs and strategies we deliver, I have also attached a proposal that I have just put 
together for the City of Karratha to coordinate the management of a similar weed infestation on their tenure. This 
proposal for work in 2021 builds on previous control efforts undertaken by the PMMC and City of Karratha in 2019 (so 
the document explains how the strategy is being progressed etc). The PMMC also works with several resource 
companies and pastoral companies to coordinate this type of work.   
 
There are lots of variables in what the cost per day is for most Professional Weed control contractors; it varies based on 
how much the operators are providing themselves, if they BYO  equipment (quad bikes etc), what type of 
accommodation/ meals etc. The approx. $150,000 / year that Minderoo spends pays for about 200 ‘operator’ days 
(where the operators BYO equipment and quad bikes) , then the PMMC provides chemical, data collection/ 
management  etc. (You can see from the map how much area the 200 operator days per year covers). 
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There are a few Licenced Pest Weed control contractors that the PMMC works with across the Pilbara Regional- some 
locally based, other are FIFO.  

In terms of how much funding would Ashburton Shire “have to” spend would depend on how quickly they want the 
problem to be reduced; if you spend more in the first few years, the infestation will be reduced quickly and therefore 
the on-going management costs would be reduced. The strategy we recommend would be influenced by the budget, 
and then a recommendation of mechanical and / or chemical control would be selected accordingly. If the Shire was 
keen to be part of the effort to manage these weeds quickly, then a cost estimation/ strategy would be;  

 $50,000 for the first year to be used for both chemical and mechanical control (year 1)
 then approximately $30,000 for the next 2 years  (years 2 & 3)
 potentially reducing this to $15,000 by the 4th or 5th  year
 it would then be likely that the effort could be conducted every 2nd year as a ‘maintenance’ effort at around

$10,000 (on-going)
All these approximated costs assume that experienced contractors are engaged given the efficiency gained by using 
people that know the area and the methods. Also the work would need to be  conducted in association with other local 
programs; again to add efficiencies and effectiveness to the program in terms of spatially complementary efforts and 
mobilisation costs of people etc.  

As we discussed during our meeting last week, it’s also noted that the Shire has not participated in this community land 
management effort previously, so there would be a great deal of social impact by them ‘getting on board’. Also as 
noted, the effect of any control effort from the Shire would have initial significant reduction on the infestation. So it is 
really  worth while committing any amount of budget to this work- particularly if that budget commitment is on-going.  

I understand Lara is going to add some information regarding the Legislation that under pins this work, but if there’s any 
further info you need about costs, control methods, external funding opportunities etc then I am happy to chat. 
Thanks again for your time last week Rob, it was nice to meet you. 
Cheers, Jo  

Jo Williams | Project Manager 
Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee 

Postal Address PO Box 867, Karratha WA 6714 

Mob 0456 000 487 
Em: jo@pilbaramesquite.comau 
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Rebecca Page

From: Nathan Cain
Sent: Friday, 17 September 2021 1:35 PM
To: Maz Khosravi; Chris Hurstfield
Cc: Adam Majid; Kenn Donohoe
Subject: FW: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest requirements to 

control
Attachments: Declared weed management, Onslow; RE: [EXT] - Costs and background info for 

Ashburton Shire.; [EXT] - Costs and background info for Ashburton Shire.; 3 Dec 2020 - 
Meeting in Onslow

Hi Maz and Chris, 

I believe this may be a matter for you to follow-up with (not the EHOs). 

Is this even our land? 

Could you please advise ASAP. 

Thank you and kind regards 

Nathan Cain 
Director Corporate Services 
Direct: 08 9188 4447 
Mobile: 0439 946 238 
Nathan.Cain@ashburton.wa.gov.au 
www.ashburton.wa.gov.au 

Respect | Openness | Teamwork | Leadership | Excellence | Health and Wellbeing
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
  

From: Rebecca Smith <Rebecca.Smith@ashburton.wa.gov.au>  
Sent: Friday, 17 September 2021 1:28 PM 
To: Kenn Donohoe <Kenn.Donohoe@ashburton.wa.gov.au>; Nathan Cain <Nathan.Cain@ashburton.wa.gov.au>; Adam 
Majid <Adam.Majid@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest requirements to control 

Rebecca Smith 
Executive Assistant - CEO 
Direct: 08 9188 4457 
Rebecca.Smith@ashburton.wa.gov.au  

www.ashburton.wa.gov.au 

Respect | Openness | Teamwork | Leadership | Excellence | Health and Wellbeing
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
  

Attachment 1.1A5 20210917 FW Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared 
pest requirements to control
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From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 1 September 2021 1:38 PM 
To: Cr Kerry White <CRKerry.White@ashburton.wa.gov.au>; Kenn.donohue@ashburton.wa.gov.au 
Subject: FW: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest requirements to control 
 
Good Afternoon Cr White and Mr Donohue, 
 
I am the local Pilbara Biosecurity officer at the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development. I work in declared species management as an authorised officer under the Biosecurity 
and Agriculture Management (BAM) Act 2007 and associated regulations, to ensure declared 
species are being appropriately managed by landholders as required under this Act 
(https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/bam/biosecurity-and-agriculture-management-act-2007). As you may or 
may not be aware, there are obligations for land managers to control declared pests under the 
Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, and to prevent the spread of seed or plant parts 
within and from the area on or in livestock, fodder, grain, vehicles and/or machinery.  Failure to take 
the control measures required under the Biosecurity Agricultural Management Act 2007 (BAM Act, 
WA) may result in regulatory actions being taken, including remedial action at the landholder’s 
expense and / or prosecution for offences under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 
2007, with fines of up to $ 50,000 where not adhered to. Please refer to the attached email 
conversations which outline some of the earlier conversations that have been had with the Shire of 
Ashburton environment staff. 
 
Can you please let me know who the relevant contact in the Ashburton shire is with regards to 
meeting your legal obligations to manage declared pest species, as required under the BAM Act?  To 
date I’ve been dealing with your environment officer(s) and was assured by Robert Jehu, prior to his 
leaving in April that a budget had finally been allocated to commence a weed control program for the 
declared species Mesquite (Prosopis sp) and Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia aculeata) infestations in 
Onslow this year (see attached emails with information on the area of concern, best practice control 
options and some of the earlier information sent & emails, first with Tim Brokenshire, then Robert 
Jehu, and more recently to Kris-Tee Halliwell). I was informed by Robert that this information had 
been provided to the relevant staff and decision makers in the Shire (and was also informed that 
there was finally budget allocation to meet your legal obligations for declared weed management), 
though I’ve not heard anything further.  
 
On my last site visit to Onslow in July, no control has yet commenced (and plants are now flowering 
and starting to seed set).  
 
I have called the shire office in Tom Price (a number of times since April) and left messages with 
reception for Adam Majid - as Robert indicated that he was the contact person for this matter when 
he left, (who Robert said has been briefed on the matter and had allocated budget) as he manages 
these kinds of works. I’ve not had a response from Adam yet. So I’ve recently contacted your new 
Environment officer, Kris-Tee Halliwell, who was going to follow the matter up; and still I’ve had no 
further response as to proposed control work. I called in to the Tom Price office on the 12th August 
hoping to speak with someone, both Adam and Kris-Tee were not available and I’ve not had a 
response to the message left with the receptionist for them to please get in touch. 
 
I see you’ve recently announced a control program for leucaena (an environmental weed that is not a 
declared species in WA) in Tom Price (https://www.ashburton.wa.gov.au/news/control-of-leucaena-
weed-trees-in-tom-price/1212?fbclid=IwAR0vWEfyB9sN93vdMoqUlJ67rdYEttY-
pzfz5vrcBL7VBMNLU56iZvIib8c), so it looks like the shire has some weed control program work 
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planned; though I’ve not yet been provided any information as to commencement dates for control 
work or indication of your management plan for those declared species (namely Mesquite and 
Parkinsonia) in the Shire that you have legal obligations to control as outlined in the BAM Act 2007. 

I will be back down in Onslow in the coming month or so to audit control program work on 
neighbouring properties, and will be including in this shire tenure. I just need to know when your 
staff/contractors will be completing your spray program (if you need assistance with arranging 
experienced contractors or costings, the Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee can assist – 
please refer to attached email conversations), so I am able to time my visit accordingly. (GPS points 
or some means of marking plants/infestation area is also required, so the infestation can be 
delineated and monitored). 

It would be appreciated if you can please get in touch to discuss and to provide a relevant contact at 
the shire (preferably someone with authority to allocate budgets and authorise the required control 
work and discuss your management plan going forward- as it doesn’t seem to be your environment 
officers). If you would like me to meet you down in Onslow to show you the area in question and 
outline the issues these declared species pose, this can also be arranged - including issues of 
potential weed seed spread out of the area with the high tourist/visitor/local traffic driving, camping 
etc through the area.  

Kind Regards 

Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species 

Sustainability and Biosecurity 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 

You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  

From: Kris-Tee Halliwell [mailto:Kris.TeeHalliwell@ashburton.wa.gov.au] 
Sent: Wednesday, 11 August 2021 1:14 PM 
To: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] - Weed Management at Onslow 

Hi Lara, 

I have spoken to Adam and forwarded your email for him to look at. 
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Kind Regards 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
 

From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 11 August 2021 1:01 PM 
To: Kris-Tee Halliwell <Kris.TeeHalliwell@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] - Weed Management at Onslow 
 
Thanks Kris-tee, 
The last conversation I had with Robert Jehu (29 April, just before he left) was that the Shire had budgeted $20,000 for 
this year’s mesquite and parkinsonia control program work on the Onslow commons tenure in the Onslow area (that 
was apparently approved late that month) with support and inclusion in budgets for ongoing control work (some 
estimates of costs are in the attached email from the PMMC, last email). He indicated that he’d sent through the emails 
(that I’d sent him – see attached) to Adam Majid regarding the Shire’s budget (and ongoing program for declared weed 
management to meet their obligations under the Biosecurity and Agricultural Management Act 2007) and that I should 
know in a couple of weeks from this time. He said I should contact Adam for further information or to discuss proposed 
weed control plans. I have since left a couple of messages with the Shire reception for Adam to call to discuss, but have 
heard nothing further. 
I was down at Onslow last week, and it looks like no control work has commenced for this season, so I was wondering 
what was in place and time frames for contractors (or shire) to undertake weed management work (i.e. who will be 
undertaking the work, how and when?). If you could please provide updates on what the shire has planned to meet 
their declared weed control obligations would be appreciated. 
If you and Adam also require a site visit to get an understanding on the extent of the infestation, we can arrange a site 
visit to show you what mesquite and parkinsonia looks like and the areas of concern.  
Kind regards 
 
Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species  
Sustainability and Biosecurity 
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 
  

  
  
You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  
  
 
 
 
 

From: Kris-Tee Halliwell [mailto:Kris.TeeHalliwell@ashburton.wa.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 11 August 2021 12:29 PM 
To: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: [EXT] - Weed Management at Onslow 
 

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DPIRD. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

  

Good afternoon Lara, 
 
Thank you for the call today regarding the weed management in Onslow. As I said I am new to the 
Shire and so I had a conversation with Adam Majid (Director) about this issue, he seemed unaware 
of the situation so would you please send through all of the current information for the Shires 
obligations with this issue and I will forward it to Adam and the other relevant Departments. 
 
I was not able to find much information in our system regarding weed management so any 
information would be helpful. 
 
Kind Regards 
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Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
 

 

   

 

  

  

 

  

 

DPIRD acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country, the Aboriginal people of the many lands that we work on and their language 
groups throughout Western Australia and recognise their continuing connection to the land and waters. 

We respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of our regions and we pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging. 

Artwork: “Kangaroos going to the Waterhole” by Willarra Barker. 
  

Western Australia’s COVID-safe principles: Practise physical distancing where possible. Wash hands regularly. Stay home if unwell. 
Get tested if symptomatic. Download the COVIDSafe app. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email (including attachments) is intended only for the use of the person(s) to whom it is 
addressed as it may be confidential and contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby 
notified that any perusal, use, distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately advise us by return email and delete the email document. This email and any attachments to it are also subject to 
copyright and any unauthorised reproduction, adaptation or transmission is prohibited. This notice should not be removed. 

200



7

DPIRD acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country, the Aboriginal people of the many lands that we work on and their language 
groups throughout Western Australia and recognise their continuing connection to the land and waters. 

We respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of our regions and we pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging. 

Artwork: “Kangaroos going to the Waterhole” by Willarra Barker. 

Western Australia’s COVID-safe principles: Practise physical distancing where possible. Wash hands regularly. Stay home if unwell. 
Get tested if symptomatic. Download the COVIDSafe app. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email (including attachments) is intended only for the use of the person(s) to whom it is 
addressed as it may be confidential and contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby 
notified that any perusal, use, distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately advise us by return email and delete the email document. This email and any attachments to it are also subject to 
copyright and any unauthorised reproduction, adaptation or transmission is prohibited. This notice should not be removed. 
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Rebecca Page

From: Maz Khosravi
Sent: Thursday, 7 October 2021 9:30 AM
To: Chris Hurstfield
Subject: FW: [EXT] - RE: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest 

requirements to control
Attachments: OnslowCommons_Weed_Tenure_27July2018 (00000003).jpg; [EXT] - Costs and 

background info for Ashburton Shire.; Mesquite information sheet.pdf; Parkinsonia 
information sheet.pdf; Effective control of mesquite - a Pilbara approach v1-3.pdf

Maz Khosravi 
Director Infrastructure Services 
Direct: 08 9188 5513 
Mobile: 0408 109 169 
Maz.Khosravi@ashburton.wa.gov.au 
www.ashburton.wa.gov.au 

Respect | Openness | Teamwork | Leadership | Excellence | Health and Wellbeing
 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
  

From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, October 7, 2021 9:06 AM 
To: Maz Khosravi <Maz.Khosravi@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: [EXT] - RE: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest requirements to control 

Hi Maz, 
Thanks for getting in touch. Here is the email to Kenn last week, with the contractor information (highlighted in yellow). 
If you have any questions, please get in touch.  
Kind Regards 

Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species 

Sustainability and Biosecurity 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 

You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  

Attachment 1.1A6 20211007 FW EXT - RE Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your 
declared pest requirements to control
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From: Kenn Donohoe <Kenn.Donohoe@ashburton.wa.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 30 September 2021 1:21 PM 
To: Maz Khosravi <Maz.Khosravi@ashburton.wa.gov.au>; Grant Mettam <Grant.Mettam@ashburton.wa.gov.au>; Chris 
Hurstfield <Chris.Hurstfield@ashburton.wa.gov.au>; Helen Pickering <Helen.Pickering@ashburton.wa.gov.au>; Matt 
Fanning <Matthew.Fanning@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Cc: Chantelle McGurk <Chantelle.McGurk@ashburton.wa.gov.au>; Nathan Cain <Nathan.Cain@ashburton.wa.gov.au>; 
Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: [EXT] - RE: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest requirements to control 
 
Good Afternoon Team,  
 
This appears to have fallen through the cracks and has for some time.  
 
Can we source an account for these works and go through a procurement regime for the controls as identified in Ms 
Martin’s email please.  
 
This is also likely to be a long term treatment plan so it may pay to look at putting an item up to Council for the long 
term management of these weeds which may require some additional resources and capital such as a quad with spray 
unit/other treatment controls or such other medium into the long term for this and our other problem such as calthrop.  
 
Maz, can you take lead on this please.  
 
I have ccd in Lara Martin to the email.  
 
Kind Regards 
 
Kenn  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

   

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
 

From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>  
Sent: Thursday, 30 September 2021 8:57 AM 
To: Kenn Donohoe <Kenn.Donohoe@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Cc: Rebecca Smith <Rebecca.Smith@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] - RE: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest requirements to control 
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Hi Kenn, 
Thanks for getting back to me. Sorry that this is something of a surprise to you – it seems the 
messages haven’t been getting through to the relevant staff. 
I’ve been in touch with Jo Williams, manager of the Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee (a not 
for profit organisation that helps coordinate some of the declared weed programs across the Pilbara), 
her contact details: 

Mob 0456 000 487 
Em: jo@pilbaramesquite.comau 

Jo’s provided the following weed control contractor’s contact #s, who undertake control work in the 
Pilbara for the PMMC: 
Charlie Forbes -ph 0408 090 711 
Warren Edwards – 0429 111 917 
Brock Harris (Onslow Based) – 0412 224 069 
(I’m not sure of current schedules etc – Jo would be able to help with this). 

If you’re looking at shire staff being involved in the ongoing control work, it would be a good 
opportunity to possibly engage a contractor initially and include your staff in the control operations so 
they can get a good understanding of what is involved for these woody weed species and enable a 
more cost-effective program for the Shire utilising local staff going forward etc. 

As discussed, slashing/mulching is not a suitable control option for these woody weeds - where 
regrowth from roots will result. And at this stage, where plants are setting seed, it just contributes to 
spread of weed seeds - especially where equipment is inadequately cleaned down prior to 
leaving/between infested sites. Good biosecurity hygiene practices are important in preventing 
spread. 
Mechanical control options require cutting the roots below ground with a blade (such as blade 
ploughing/cutter bar attachments) or cut/stump method (limited application at the scale here, and can 
be costly). See attached for best practice control options - basal bark spraying or foliar spray for 
smaller plants (using a suitable broadleaf herbicide plus a distillate, eg garlon and diesel) is the most 
common method for widespread infestations such as this and/or mechanical removal. 

The map (attached) shows the area of land that is Ashburton Shire tenure around the Old Onslow 
town site area and Twitchen road & Old Onslow Road are the areas of concern for the Shire and it’d 
be great if we can help coordinate a better approach to managing this infestation as part of the 
broader landscape. I’ve also included the email sent to Robert, with some estimated operational 
costs may assist – to help give an understanding of what to expect for some of the ongoing 
management costs, background info etc. 

Please note, there’s also a requirement to record and report back to DPIRD the location of plants to 
enable monitoring of control work and infestation extent over time - so eradication / management 
targets are met (gps waypoints& track logs (showing search area) are an adequate means for this).  

If you have any questions or require further information, please get in touch. 
As discussed, I’m always happy to come out to the Shire to talk about pest and weed best 
management practices, control options etc. 

Kind Regards 
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Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species  
Sustainability and Biosecurity 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 
  

  
  
You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  
 
 

From: Kenn Donohoe <Kenn.Donohoe@ashburton.wa.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 29 September 2021 3:52 PM 
To: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au> 
Cc: Rebecca Smith <Rebecca.Smith@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: [EXT] - RE: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest requirements to control 
 

  CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DPIRD. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise 
the sender and know the content is safe. 

  

HI Lara 
 
I believe someone from our office has contacted you re the weed control we have in place for reserves under our care 
and control 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Kenn 
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Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
 

From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 28 September 2021 1:20 PM 
To: Kenn Donohoe <Kenn.Donohoe@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Cc: Rebecca Smith <Rebecca.Smith@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest requirements to control 

Hi Kenn, 
Can you please get in touch regarding the Ashburton Shire’s requirements to manage declared weeds and when you 
plan on commencing this year’s control program for Mesquite and Parkinsonia in Onslow? 
I rang the Shire office a couple of weeks ago (17/9/21) and spoke with Rebecca Smith,  who said you were out at the 
time. She was going to pass on a message to you (when you  were back in on the following Wednesday).  
Please see the below email (it appears that I spelt your name incorrectly on the email address (apologies for this)) and 
Rebecca was going to forward through this email to you. She said that the copy had been received by Kerry White. 
If you could please call to discuss. My contact details are below. 
Kind Regards  

Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species 

Sustainability and Biosecurity 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 

You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  

From: Lara Martin  
Sent: Wednesday, 1 September 2021 1:38 PM 
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To: Kerry.white@ashburton.wa.gov.au; Kenn.donohue@ashburton.wa.gov.au 
Subject: FW: Weed Management at Onslow - meeting your declared pest requirements to control 
 
Good Afternoon Cr White and Mr Donohoe, 
 
I am the local Pilbara Biosecurity officer at the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development. I work in declared species management as an authorised officer under the Biosecurity 
and Agriculture Management (BAM) Act 2007 and associated regulations, to ensure declared 
species are being appropriately managed by landholders as required under this Act 
(https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/bam/biosecurity-and-agriculture-management-act-2007). As you may or 
may not be aware, there are obligations for land managers to control declared pests under the 
Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, and to prevent the spread of seed or plant parts 
within and from the area on or in livestock, fodder, grain, vehicles and/or machinery.  Failure to take 
the control measures required under the Biosecurity Agricultural Management Act 2007 (BAM Act, 
WA) may result in regulatory actions being taken, including remedial action at the landholder’s 
expense and / or prosecution for offences under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 
2007, with fines of up to $ 50,000 where not adhered to. Please refer to the attached email 
conversations which outline some of the earlier conversations that have been had with the Shire of 
Ashburton environment staff. 
 
Can you please let me know who the relevant contact in the Ashburton shire is with regards to 
meeting your legal obligations to manage declared pest species, as required under the BAM Act?  To 
date I’ve been dealing with your environment officer(s) and was assured by Robert Jehu, prior to his 
leaving in April that a budget had finally been allocated to commence a weed control program for the 
declared species Mesquite (Prosopis sp) and Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia aculeata) infestations in 
Onslow this year (see attached emails with information on the area of concern, best practice control 
options and some of the earlier information sent & emails, first with Tim Brokenshire, then Robert 
Jehu, and more recently to Kris-Tee Halliwell). I was informed by Robert that this information had 
been provided to the relevant staff and decision makers in the Shire (and was also informed that 
there was finally budget allocation to meet your legal obligations for declared weed management), 
though I’ve not heard anything further.  
 
On my last site visit to Onslow in July, no control has yet commenced (and plants are now flowering 
and starting to seed set).  
 
I have called the shire office in Tom Price (a number of times since April) and left messages with 
reception for Adam Majid - as Robert indicated that he was the contact person for this matter when 
he left, (who Robert said has been briefed on the matter and had allocated budget) as he manages 
these kinds of works. I’ve not had a response from Adam yet. So I’ve recently contacted your new 
Environment officer, Kris-Tee Halliwell, who was going to follow the matter up; and still I’ve had no 
further response as to proposed control work. I called in to the Tom Price office on the 12th August 
hoping to speak with someone, both Adam and Kris-Tee were not available and I’ve not had a 
response to the message left with the receptionist for them to please get in touch. 
 
I see you’ve recently announced a control program for leucaena (an environmental weed that is not a 
declared species in WA) in Tom Price (https://www.ashburton.wa.gov.au/news/control-of-leucaena-
weed-trees-in-tom-price/1212?fbclid=IwAR0vWEfyB9sN93vdMoqUlJ67rdYEttY-
pzfz5vrcBL7VBMNLU56iZvIib8c), so it looks like the shire has some weed control program work 
planned; though I’ve not yet been provided any information as to commencement dates for control 
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work or indication of your management plan for those declared species (namely Mesquite and 
Parkinsonia) in the Shire that you have legal obligations to control as outlined in the BAM Act 2007. 

I will be back down in Onslow in the coming month or so to audit control program work on 
neighbouring properties, and will be including in this shire tenure. I just need to know when your 
staff/contractors will be completing your spray program (if you need assistance with arranging 
experienced contractors or costings, the Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee can assist – 
please refer to attached email conversations), so I am able to time my visit accordingly. (GPS points 
or some means of marking plants/infestation area is also required, so the infestation can be 
delineated and monitored). 

It would be appreciated if you can please get in touch to discuss and to provide a relevant contact at 
the shire (preferably someone with authority to allocate budgets and authorise the required control 
work and discuss your management plan going forward- as it doesn’t seem to be your environment 
officers). If you would like me to meet you down in Onslow to show you the area in question and 
outline the issues these declared species pose, this can also be arranged - including issues of 
potential weed seed spread out of the area with the high tourist/visitor/local traffic driving, camping 
etc through the area.  

Kind Regards 

Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species 

Sustainability and Biosecurity 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 

You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  

From: Kris-Tee Halliwell [mailto:Kris.TeeHalliwell@ashburton.wa.gov.au] 
Sent: Wednesday, 11 August 2021 1:14 PM 
To: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] - Weed Management at Onslow 

Hi Lara, 

I have spoken to Adam and forwarded your email for him to look at. 

Kind Regards 
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Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
 

From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>  
Sent: Wednesday, 11 August 2021 1:01 PM 
To: Kris-Tee Halliwell <Kris.TeeHalliwell@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] - Weed Management at Onslow 
 
Thanks Kris-tee, 
The last conversation I had with Robert Jehu (29 April, just before he left) was that the Shire had budgeted $20,000 for 
this year’s mesquite and parkinsonia control program work on the Onslow commons tenure in the Onslow area (that 
was apparently approved late that month) with support and inclusion in budgets for ongoing control work (some 
estimates of costs are in the attached email from the PMMC, last email). He indicated that he’d sent through the emails 
(that I’d sent him – see attached) to Adam Majid regarding the Shire’s budget (and ongoing program for declared weed 
management to meet their obligations under the Biosecurity and Agricultural Management Act 2007) and that I should 
know in a couple of weeks from this time. He said I should contact Adam for further information or to discuss proposed 
weed control plans. I have since left a couple of messages with the Shire reception for Adam to call to discuss, but have 
heard nothing further. 
I was down at Onslow last week, and it looks like no control work has commenced for this season, so I was wondering 
what was in place and time frames for contractors (or shire) to undertake weed management work (i.e. who will be 
undertaking the work, how and when?). If you could please provide updates on what the shire has planned to meet 
their declared weed control obligations would be appreciated. 
If you and Adam also require a site visit to get an understanding on the extent of the infestation, we can arrange a site 
visit to show you what mesquite and parkinsonia looks like and the areas of concern.  
Kind regards 
 
Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species  
Sustainability and Biosecurity 
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Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 
  

  
  
You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  
  
 
 
 
 

From: Kris-Tee Halliwell [mailto:Kris.TeeHalliwell@ashburton.wa.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 11 August 2021 12:29 PM 
To: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: [EXT] - Weed Management at Onslow 
 

  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DPIRD. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 

  

Good afternoon Lara, 
 
Thank you for the call today regarding the weed management in Onslow. As I said I am new to the 
Shire and so I had a conversation with Adam Majid (Director) about this issue, he seemed unaware 
of the situation so would you please send through all of the current information for the Shires 
obligations with this issue and I will forward it to Adam and the other relevant Departments. 
 
I was not able to find much information in our system regarding weed management so any 
information would be helpful. 
 
Kind Regards 
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Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
 

DPIRD acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country, the Aboriginal people of the many lands that we work on and their language 
groups throughout Western Australia and recognise their continuing connection to the land and waters. 

We respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of our regions and we pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging. 

Artwork: “Kangaroos going to the Waterhole” by Willarra Barker. 

Western Australia’s COVID-safe principles: Practise physical distancing where possible. Wash hands regularly. Stay home if unwell. 
Get tested if symptomatic. Download the COVIDSafe app. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email (including attachments) is intended only for the use of the person(s) to whom it is 
addressed as it may be confidential and contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby 
notified that any perusal, use, distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately advise us by return email and delete the email document. This email and any attachments to it are also subject to 
copyright and any unauthorised reproduction, adaptation or transmission is prohibited. This notice should not be removed. 
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DPIRD acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country, the Aboriginal people of the many lands that we work on and their language 
groups throughout Western Australia and recognise their continuing connection to the land and waters. 

We respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of our regions and we pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging. 

Artwork: “Kangaroos going to the Waterhole” by Willarra Barker. 

Western Australia’s COVID-safe principles: Practise physical distancing where possible. Wash hands regularly. Stay home if unwell. 
Get tested if symptomatic. Download the COVIDSafe app. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email (including attachments) is intended only for the use of the person(s) to whom it is 
addressed as it may be confidential and contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby 
notified that any perusal, use, distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately advise us by return email and delete the email document. This email and any attachments to it are also subject to 
copyright and any unauthorised reproduction, adaptation or transmission is prohibited. This notice should not be removed. 

DPIRD acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country, the Aboriginal people of the many lands that we work on and their language 
groups throughout Western Australia and recognise their continuing connection to the land and waters. 
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We respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of our regions and we pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging. 

Artwork: “Kangaroos going to the Waterhole” by Willarra Barker. 

Western Australia’s COVID-safe principles: Practise physical distancing where possible. Wash hands regularly. Stay home if unwell. 
Get tested if symptomatic. Download the COVIDSafe app. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email (including attachments) is intended only for the use of the person(s) to whom it is 
addressed as it may be confidential and contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby 
notified that any perusal, use, distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately advise us by return email and delete the email document. This email and any attachments to it are also subject to 
copyright and any unauthorised reproduction, adaptation or transmission is prohibited. This notice should not be removed. 

DPIRD acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country, the Aboriginal people of the many lands that we work on and their language 
groups throughout Western Australia and recognise their continuing connection to the land and waters. 

We respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of our regions and we pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging. 

Artwork: “Kangaroos going to the Waterhole” by Willarra Barker. 

Western Australia’s COVID-safe principles: Practise physical distancing where possible. Wash hands regularly. Stay home if unwell. 
Get tested if symptomatic. Download the COVIDSafe app. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email (including attachments) is intended only for the use of the person(s) to whom it is 
addressed as it may be confidential and contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby 
notified that any perusal, use, distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately advise us by return email and delete the email document. This email and any attachments to it are also subject to 
copyright and any unauthorised reproduction, adaptation or transmission is prohibited. This notice should not be removed. 
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Rebecca Page

From: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 22 October 2021 1:11 PM
To: Chris Hurstfield
Subject: RE: [EXT] - Declared Weed Treatment - Old Onslow
Attachments: Mesquite information sheet.pdf; Parkinsonia information sheet.pdf; Effective control of 

mesquite - a Pilbara approach v1-3.pdf; PER 13333 Minor use permit_Enviro weeds 
WA.pdf; PER13236 Minor use permit_Declared weeds WA.pdf; leucaena.pdf

Hi Chris, 
I just tried to call. Regarding your questions below, 

chemical control options for Parkinsonia and Mesquite are in the attached information (also available on our 
website: https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/herbicides/mesquite-control ; 
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/herbicides/parkinsonia-control) – for the Pilbara what works best is 600g/L 
Triclopyr (eg. Garlon));  or 240g/LTriclopyr + 120g/L Picloram(eg. Access) at a rate of 1:60 in distillate (e.g. 
diesel). 

 Brain Randall, from the City of Karratha, would be the best contact regarding the Harding River Parkinsonia
control work. Ph 9186 8555

 For Leucaena, as other woody weeds, the same chemical options as for Parki and Mesquite. Eg. Access or
Garlon;  at a rate of 1:60 in distillate. See below extract from the minor use permit for Environmental weeds in
WA (see attached), there’s also a minor use permit for declared weed control (also attached) – which covers off
label use of these herbicides in WA as long as application rates are used as per the guidelines in the permit or
per the our website  ( https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/bam/western-australian-organism-list-waol). I’ve also
included the Qld DAF info for Leucaena (attached, WA Permit 13333 would cover the references to their own
states PERs) – they have a bit more info available (as it’s not declared in WA, we have less on our website for
this particular weed).

Leucaena seed durability can be 5-10 years (sometimes longer). Regular follow-up treatments of thickets is required to 
kill seedlings as they emerge and before they mature and set seed.  

Attachment 1.1A7 20211022 RE EXT - Declared Weed Treatment - Old Onslow
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Seedlings and regrowth from cut stumps can be killed by foliar applications. 

Mechanical control  - Leucaena is difficult to kill by physically damaging the trees with fire or machine as it regrows 
vigorously from the roots and crown. Cutting plants at ground level allows them to coppice from the crown. Established 
leucaena plants must be ripped out by cutting off the roots below ground level using, for example, a blade plough.  

If you require further information, please get in touch. 

Kind Regards 

Lara Martin | Biosecurity Officer, Invasive Species 

Sustainability and Biosecurity 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, Western Australia 
1/17-19 Crane Circle (PO Box 675)  
Karratha WA  6714 
t:  +61 (0)8 9143 7003; f:  +61 (0)8 9144 4348; m:  0439 567 046 
w: www.dpird.wa.gov.au I www.agric.wa.gov.au 

You can now report biosecurity concerns or unfamiliar pests using our free MyPestGuideTM Reporter 
app, or online: mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au  Alternatively, please contact the Pest and Disease 
Information Service on (08) 9368 3080 or email padis@dpird.wa.gov.au  

From: Chris Hurstfield <Chris.Hurstfield@ashburton.wa.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 19 October 2021 9:51 AM 
To: Lara Martin <Lara.Martin@dpird.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: [EXT] - Declared Weed Treatment - Old Onslow 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of DPIRD. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise 
the sender and know the content is safe. 

Morning Lara 

Further to our recent discussions, we have sought some basic costings from the 3 contractors suggested.  At this time, I 
have only received pricing from Flying H but am chasing the other 2. 

In addition, could you please provide assistance with the following queries: 

 Name of chemical(s) used for control of mesquite/parkinstonia;
 Contact at City of Karratha who looked after the treatment programme along the Harding; and
 Name of chemical you mentioned for control of Leucaena trees.

Thanks again with your assistance. 
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Kind Regards 
 

Chris 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
This email is confidential and may contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you 
have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by return email and delete the document. 
 

 

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.
Facebook

 

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.
Twitter

 

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.
Linkedin

 

 

  

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
Dept o f Primary Industries and Regional Dev elopment

 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
We're working for Western Australia
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Artwork: “Kangaroos going to the Waterhole” by Willarra Barker.

 

DPIRD acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country, the Aboriginal people of the many lands that we work on and their language 
groups throughout Western Australia and recognise their continuing connection to the land and waters. 

We respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of our regions and we pay our respects to their Elders 
past, present and emerging. 

Artwork: “Kangaroos going to the Waterhole” by Willarra Barker. 
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Western Australia’s COVID-safe principles: Practise physical distancing where possible. Wash hands regularly. Stay home if unwell. 
Get tested if symptomatic. Download the COVIDSafe app. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email (including attachments) is intended only for the use of the person(s) to whom it is 
addressed as it may be confidential and contain legally privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient you are hereby 
notified that any perusal, use, distribution, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please 
immediately advise us by return email and delete the email document. This email and any attachments to it are also subject to 
copyright and any unauthorised reproduction, adaptation or transmission is prohibited. This notice should not be removed. 
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Effective control of mesquite – Pilbara Tools and Tips version 1.3 Page | 1 

Version 1.3 

Updated: October 2012 

State NRM Program Caring for our Country Program 

Prepared by: Linda Anderson, Project Manager Pilbara Mesquite Management Committee 
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Chemical treatment 
Always consult with the Material Data Safety Sheet and Product Label prior to handling any chemicals. Ensure 

that required PPE is worn, especially when handling raw herbicides. 

The use of Access® to control mesquite is accepted with an on-label permit for basal bark treatment of plants 

with stems up to 5 cm basal diameter. The herbicide is mixed at a rate of 1 lt Access® to 60 lt diesel as the 

transfer agent. 

The use of specific herbicides, including Garlon 600® and Velpar L®, to control mesquite is registered under an 

off label permit issued by the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) to the 

Department of Agriculture and Food WA (1 January 2011 – 31
st
 December 2016). Under this permit, persons 

generally can use specified chemicals to treat declared plants in Western Australia. 

Basal bark treatment – highly recommended and widely used 

Situations where basal barking is recommended: 

We recommend basal barking mesquite as the primary treatment method for hybrid and tree-form mesquite, 

especially in situations where plants are in low to moderate densities or seedlings dominate an area. If 

vigilance is maintained during programs very high control rates can be achieved. 

Advantages & disadvantages: 

Basal bark treatment of mesquite often results in rapid death of plants, and if treated correctly, over 95% of 

plants will die within 2 months. This technique is also target specific with only the plants being sprayed 

affected by the herbicide. On the other hand, this technique is labour intensive and can become costly if large 

or denser populations of mesquite are targeted. Additionally, operators must be vigilant about their technique 

to ensure comprehensive herbicide mix coverage. 

Recommended herbicides: 

Access®  240 g/L Triclopyr + 120 g/L Picloram + 389 g/L Liquid hydrocarbon 

Garlon 600® 600 g/L Triclopyr 

Equipment required: 

• Recommended herbicide

• Diesel

• Low volume spray bottle or pack

• Surveyors tape or similar

• GPS or similar

Technique: 

1. Mix the diesel and herbicide of preference at a rate of 1 lt chemical to 60 lt diesel

2. Decant into spray bottle or pack and pressurise

3. Test the output of the spray pack, and adjust to a coarse droplet size

4. All debris is removed from the base of plants to ensure good herbicide mix to stem contact

Basal barking requires that the herbicide and diesel mix is applied to the point of runoff, around each

stem from the base of the ground up to a particular height. Our observations have found that the larger 

a plant is, the more herbicide and chemical mix is required to achieve death. We recommend that the 

following parameters are followed: 

5. Herbicide mix is applied to the point of run-off to every stem branching within the following height

classes, all the way around every stem:

• Seedlings – 2 m tall plants – apply mix from the ground up to 30 cm

• Plants 2 – 4 m – apply mix from the ground up to 1 meter

• Plants 4 m plus – apply mix from the ground up to the maximum height which is safe to do so (caution

of spray drift if spraying above should height)

6. Tag the tree if required using fluro surveyors tape

7. Take a GPS reading of the plant

221



 

Effective control of mesquite – Pilbara Tools and Tips version 1.3 Page | 4  

    

Above: Low pressure basal bark spraying @ Mardie Station, high volume basal bark spraying @ Mardie Station 

Timing: 

The effectiveness of basal barking is greatly enhanced when plants are actively growing, as herbicide is readily 

absorbed or taken up. Active growth is indicated by the presence of new leaves and shoots, or the presence of 

flowers, and is triggered by new moisture availability or a change in day length. Our observations have 

indicated that basal barking plants which do not appear to be actively growing will still cause death, however 

the effects of the herbicide and eventual death will be delayed over several months. We believe this is because 

plants have found alternative sources of underground water to keep them alive during dry times.  

In general terms, we find that basal bark spraying is best conducted from April to November. During these 

months, temperatures are favourable to being out in the field conducting control programs and plants should 

be responding to the rainfall received during the wet season. The onset of a late wet season, or a big wet 

season, may delay the commencement of control programs as access to target areas for control may be 

hampered.  

What you should see: 

In an optimal season, when plants are actively growing, the following observations should be apparent. Note 

that if plants are very large (+6 m) or the season is dry, the timing of these observations will be longer: 

• Immediately: diesel will cause the stem to change colour, to a glossy brown. This colour will remain on the 

stem for several days, indicating the plant has been controlled 

• 1 week after treatment: tips of the leaves on the plant will have begun to die, and will be turning a distinct 

fluro brown colour 

• 2-3 weeks after treatment: entire branches of the plant will have died and turned a fluro brown colour 

• 3-4 weeks after treatment: plant should be entirely dead, with all branches turned and stems snapped off 

should show no sign of being alive (fleshy or still green)  

2 months later 
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Troubleshooting where things went wrong: 

The list below might help troubleshoot if a basal barking program isn’t successful: 

What you see Most likely causes How to fix it in future 

Plant shows no signs of death 

after 1 month following 

spraying 

Herbicide wasn’t put in the 

diesel 

Nominate one person to ensure 

the correct amount of herbicide 

is put in the diesel 

Plant was missed during 

spraying 

Use flagging tape to mark 

plants as controlled 

Plant was not actively growing Monitor for a further month, if 

no death is evident see above 

cause 

Plant is only half dead 

Herbicide mix was not applied 

all the way around each stem 

to run-off 

Be vigilant in ensuring every 

stem is sprayed to the point of 

runoff and to the nominated 

height 

Debris around base meant that 

herbicide was not applied to all 

stems 

Remove debris prior to starting 

basal barking (not with wand of 

spray pack) 

Plant is reshooting some time 

after death was thought to 

have occurred 

Not enough herbicide was 

applied to plant 

Ensure for larger trees as much 

herbicide as possible is applied 

to kill the more extensive root 

system 

Cut stump treatment – limited application 

Situations where cut stump treatments are recommended: 

Cut stump treatment of mesquite is generally not conducted in the Pilbara, due to the intensive methods used, 

requirement for additional equipment and the need for a two-person team to kill one plant. Additionally, the 

multi-stemmed nature of hybrid mesquite means that cut stump is not an effective control method and the 

droopy nature of plants means that access to stems is often very difficult. 

Limited situations where cut stump treatment is used to control mesquite include areas where off-target 

species may be adversely affected by other herbicide control techniques, such as close to large gum trees 

along creek lines and where permanent water is adjacent to targeted infestations. Cut stump treatment is best 

used in very low density mesquite populations or where it is desired that the dead plants do not remain in-

situ. 

Advantages & disadvantages: 

Despite the fact that cut stump treatment of mesquite uses significantly less herbicide mix than other 

methods, these cost savings are offset by the requirement for two people to treat one plant (labour intensive) 

and the time taken to cut each stem singularly so herbicide can be applied immediately (time consuming). 

However, the cut stump method is extremely selective and most often results in 95%+ kill rates. 

Recommended herbicides: 

Access® 240 g/L Triclopyr + 120 g/L Picloram + 389 g/L Liquid hydrocarbon 

Garlon 600® 600 g/L Triclopyr 

Equipment required: 

• Recommended herbicide

• Diesel

• Low volume spray bottle or pack

• Chainsaw or tree loppers

• GPS or similar
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Technique: 

1. Mix the diesel and herbicide of preference at a rate of 1 lt chemical to 60 lt diesel 

2. Decant into spray bottle or pack and pressurise 

3. Test the output of the spray pack, and adjust to a coarse droplet size 

4. Using tree loppers or the chainsaw, cut the stems of the target plant as close to the ground as possible 

Mesquite will exude a sap when damage is caused to any part of its stem, sealing it against any external 

treatments. If this occurs, chemical will not penetrate the stump. 

5. Immediately (within 10 seconds) spray the herbicide mixture onto the exposed stem and around the sides 

of the remaining stem to the point of runoff 

6. Take a GPS reading of the plant 

Above: specialised equipment and protective gear is required for cut stumping 

Timing: 

Cut stump treatment can be conducted at any time of the year.  

What you should see: 

If applied correctly, the cut stump treatment of mesquite should cause a rapid death. However, to ensure that 

no regrowth is to occur, it is best to monitor treated plants after a rainfall event that would, under normal 

circumstances, trigger new growth to appear.  

Troubleshooting where things went wrong: 

The list below might help troubleshoot if a basal barking program isn’t successful: 

What you see Most likely causes How to fix it in future 

Plant has new growth on new 

branches 

Herbicide not applied 

immediately after cutting 

Ensure stems are cut singularly 

and herbicide applied 

immediately 

Not enough herbicide applied to 

exposed plant cut or remaining 

stem 

Apply herbicide to the point of 

run-off and all around the 

remaining stem 

Foliar spraying treatment – very limited application 

Situations where foliar spraying is recommended: 

Foliar spraying mesquite is a control technique whose application is very limited across the Pilbara and not 

commonly put into practice by pastoralists.  Recommendations to use this technique are generally confined to 

specific situations where dense infestations of seedlings or small plants less than 1.5 m tall exist.  

Advantages & disadvantages: 

Foliar spraying is advantageous in that high volume spray equipment can be used and control can be 

undertaken over large areas of dense seedlings and small plants quickly and with only 1 operator. As foliar 

spraying uses a mix of herbicide, water and wetter, no diesel is required to mix with the herbicide and 

therefore diesel cost savings can be made.  
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However, there are a number of disadvantages that make foliar spraying mesquite a rarely used or 

recommended control technique. The amount of herbicide needed per plant to cause death in foliar spraying 

is more compared with basal barking or cut stump treatment, increasing the amount and therefore cost of 

herbicides required. The equipment needed is costly, and the quality of the water put through pumps and 

other pressurised hoses must be better than what is generally available in remote situations (must be clean 

and not contaminated with large amounts of dirt).  

Especially on Mardie Station, where the leaf tying moth Evippe is prevalent throughout many infestations of 

mesquite, foliar spraying is not an option for mesquite control. The leaf tying moth is currently defoliating 

large stands of mesquite, and without mature leaf growth the effectiveness of any foliar herbicide is very 

limited.  

Recommended herbicides: 

Grazon Extra® 300 g/L Triclopyr, 100 g/L Picloram & 8 g/L Aminopyralid 

Recommended surfactants: 

BS-1000 1000g/L Alcohol Alkoxylate 

Equipment required: 

• Recommended herbicide 

• Surfactant (eg. BS-1000) 

• High volume pressure spraying unit (eg. Quikspray®) 

• Source of clean water 

• GPS or similar 

Technique: 

1. Fill the spraying unit tank 1/3 with clean water 

2. Add the preferred herbicide at a rate of 350 mL herbicide + 100 ml surfactant to 100 lt water 

3. Fill the spraying unit tank to the required amount 

4. Run the pump of the spraying unit for at least 10 minutes to ensure herbicide is mixed with water 

5. Set pump to desired revs, set pressure to desired level 

If spraying during slightly windy conditions, reduce the pressure output of the spraying unit so off-target 

impacts are reduced 

6. Completely cover target weeds with the mixture, to the point of runoff. This includes all leaves and stems  

7. Take a GPS reading of location controlled 

Timing: 

Foliar spraying is most effective when plants have the most leaf cover, as this allows the maximum amount of 

herbicide to be absorbed by plants – generally immediately after rain is received. 

What you should see: 

Plants should show a darkening and then death of all leaves treated within a 3 week period of being treated 

under optimal conditions. Plant death should occur within 2 months. It may be difficult to determine if plants 

are completely dead until rainfall promotes any new growth. 

Troubleshooting where things went wrong: 

What you see Most likely causes How to fix it in future 

Plant shows no signs of death 

after 1 month following 

spraying 

Herbicide wasn’t put in the 

mixture 

 

Nominate one person to ensure 

the correct amount of herbicide 

is put in the diesel 

Plants were missed during 

spraying 

A marker dye can be used in 

mix to indicate herbicide mix 

location 

Surfactant concentration was 

not adequate to assist 

penetration of herbicide 

Ensure correct rate of 

surfactant is added to mixture 

and that agitation occurred to 

mix thoroughly 

Plant was not actively growing Monitor for a further month to 

225



Effective control of mesquite – Pilbara Tools and Tips version 1.3 Page | 8 

determine if plant has absorbed 

any herbicide 

Plant is only half dead/has 

new growth on some parts of 

the plant 

Herbicide mix was not applied 

to the point of runoff to all 

parts of the plant 

Be vigilant in ensuring all leaf 

material is covered to the point 

of runoff 

Granular herbicide treatment – very limited application 

Situations where granular herbicides are recommended: 

The use of granular herbicides has been trialled as an aerial application around Onslow in October 2010 and 

2011. Results from these trials indicated that granular herbicides are not effective in controlling mesquite in 

coastal environments where soils are particularly sandy and rainfall is highly variable. 

In the past, Velpar L® had been used successfully to treat mesquite. The current trial used Graslan® as the 

primary granular herbicide, after an off-label permit was received for the use of this herbicide against declared 

weeds in Western Australia.  

Above: Graslan® being applied aerially at (left) prevolumed and (right) premetered doses according to plant height 

Advantages & disadvantages: 

Granular herbicides have the advantage that the treatment is more labour efficient, as once the plant is 

reached the granular herbicide is easily dosed out under the plant quickly. Little equipment is needed to apply 

the herbicide, and Graslan® is available with a dose meter to ensure accurate amounts of herbicide are 

measured. Graslan® also has a residual effect within the soil, meaning seedlings germinating in treated areas 

will be open to the uptake of residual chemical. 

However, granular herbicides are activated by rainfall, with the moisture transferring the product into the soil 

where the roots absorb the herbicide and cause plant death. If granular herbicides are put out too long before 

rainfall occurs, the product will deteriorate and effectiveness will be adversely impacted. Granular herbicides 

are non-selective and will impact upon or kill other trees which have roots in the same target zones as 

mesquite. The effective control of different weeds also occurs depending on the biology of plant root systems, 

so it must be know if plants have main tap roots or extensive lateral roots to determine best placement of 

granules.  

Recommended herbicides: 

Graslan® 200 g/kg Tebuthiuron (no permit, under small scale trial currently) 

Velpar L® 250 g/L Hexazinone (off-label permit) 
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Mechanical  

Blade ploughing/cutter bar attachments - recommended 

Situations where mechanical control is recommended: 

Mechanical treatment of mesquite with blade ploughs and cutter bars attached to the front of dozers is a 

recommended control technique in moderate to dense infestations of the weed. Control work must not be 

undertaken in situations where excessive damage to natural features is caused, such as directly adjacent to 

water course (promote erosion) or on fragile soils. 

Above: Dozer @ Urala Station with front mounted cutter bar (stick rake), Ellrott Plough® in Queensland  

Rear mounted blade ploughs on dozers can be effective in treating moderate infestations of medium sized 

mesquite (up to 4 meters), however design needs to be stringent as blade wings are susceptible to damage by 

roots and rocks (below). Wheel trailed blade ploughs are not recommended as they require hydraulic systems 

to work and are not able to be swapped onto different machines easily. 

Above: Rear mounted, single wing blade plough behind a D9 Dozer, damage to wing resultant from a stubborn root 

Advantages & disadvantages: 

Depending on which mechanical option is adopted will factor in or out a number of advantages and 

disadvantages. Generally however, the treatment of mesquite by each of these ploughs will result in excellent 

kill rates (>85%) IF operators are meticulous in ensuring plants are dug or pushed out of the soil, with the root 

ball severed at least 6 inches below the soil surface. The process can be mostly selective to controlling 

mesquite only, especially if front mounted ploughs are used. Finally, this method of controlling mesquite is less 

labour intensive than other methods such as herbicide control. 

With a front mounted arrangement, less soil disturbance occurs compared to other mechanical techniques, as 

the blade or rake can be lifted in areas where no mesquite is present. Plant material that is cut out of the soil 

can also be piled up and burned. The rear mounted plough will simply slice through the soil profile, dropping 

soil where it previously was and allowing better penetration of water while maintaining grass coverage.  
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On the negative side, using front or rear mounted mechanical tools to control mesquite can be very costly, 

especially if machinery hire is necessary. Damage can also be caused to machinery and attachments if care is 

not taken especially in compacted soil or when targeting large trees. Small plants may be missed during 

control due to focus on larger plants, and the disturbance of the soil may also cause mass germination of the 

seed bank; however, follow-up control is made insurmountably easier with the clear access to plants. 

Technique: 

The correct technique to successfully killing mesquite with blade ploughs or cutter bar attachments is to 

ensure that all plants are knocked completely out of the ground, with the roots severed a minimum of 6 inches 

below the soil surface. A plant with one lateral root in the ground will reshoot. 

Follow-up control is required for mechanically treated mesquite, and herbicide control using the basal bark 

method is most common. In areas where mesquite plants have been piled up, fire is often a good tool to use 

to remove the residual trash and kill any seed which may be present. 

 

 

 

 

Left: Results of rear mounted blade ploughing on hybrid 

mesquite @ Mardie Station, 8 months post treatment. Note 

the dense mesquite in the background and the return of 

grass after 117 mm of rain since treatment. 

 

 

Dozing – limited application 

Situations where dozing is recommended: 

The straight dozing of mesquite without the added tools of blade ploughs, cutter bars or stick rakes is rarely 

used in the Pilbara, as kill rates are generally lower than with the other attachments included. Dozing tree-

form mesquite is generally limited to infestations of medium to dense mesquite. Dozing in hybrid mesquite is 

difficult (due to high chance for regrowth from root system) and often not recommended or used unless very 

experienced machinery operators are available. 

Advantages & disadvantages: 

If the correct technique is employed, dozing can have moderate kill rates of mesquite. These impacts are 

immediate, which is advantageous in that developing seedpods will be rendered unviable as they will not 

mature. This technique can also allow for pushed material to be piled up and burnt, opening up country and 

allowing pasture species to return. In moderate to dense infestations, this process is less labour intensive than 

other non-mechanical techniques. It can also be a selective process whereby native vegetation and trees can 

be avoided and mesquite directly targeted. 

However, dozing does require vigilance of the operator to ensure that plants are completely severed from the 

root system at least 6 inches below the soil surface (to sever the root ball from the roots). This is the only way 

to ensure that the plant will not coppice. Additionally, follow-up control will be required as the disturbance of 

the soil will promote seed bank germination. 

Technique: 

The correct technique to successfully killing mesquite by dozing is to ensure that all plants are knocked 

completely out of the ground, with the roots severed a minimum of 6 inches below the soil surface. A plant 

with one lateral root in the ground will reshoot. 
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Follow-up control is required for mechanically treated mesquite, and herbicide control using the basal bark 

method is most common. In areas where mesquite plants have been piled up, fire is often a good tool to use 

to remove the residual trash and kill any seed which may be present. 

Chaining – not recommended 

Situations where chaining is recommended: 

Mechanical chaining is a process whereby a large industrial chain is dragged between two dozers moving 

parallel to each other, with the intention of the chain dragging mesquite plants out of the ground to kill them. 

Double chaining involves two passes across an area in opposite directions. This technique is reserved for 

controlling mesquite that infests in moderate to dense populations, and is generally only considered useful 

when followed up with fire. 

Both chaining and double chaining were trialled on hybrid mesquite at Mardie Station in 2003, implemented 

primarily to provide additional fuel loads for a fire. The treatment method proved unsuccessful in both killing 

plants and adding to the fuel load, as the multi-stemmed, shrub-like form of the hybrid mesquite prevented 

the chain from anchoring onto a plant and removing it from the soil.  

Advantages & disadvantages: 

Our studies have found very few advantages in chaining mesquite, and these are rapidly outweighed by the 

disadvantages, which include: 

• Poor kill rates from initial treatment 

• Inability of chain to pull hybrid mesquite from the ground 

• Non-selective process which impacts upon any native vegetation in the path of the chain 

• Cost of using two dozers and purchasing a suitable heavy duty chain 

• Cost of follow up treatment if using herbicides is high 

Notes: 

Future studies may find a niche for using chaining on tree-form mesquite, however we find that the off-target 

impacts far outweigh any benefits chaining provides, and therefore do not recommend this technique. 

 

Above: Chaining hybrid mesquite @ Mardie Station 2002/03, coppicing of mesquite which results from not cutting the 

root system of plants 

Fire 

Situations where fire is recommended: 

Fire is not commonly used as a primary tool for controlling mesquite in the Pilbara, but rather forms part of an 

integrated program for a particular purpose. The most common situations where fire is used are: 

a. To remove undergrowth to create an easier access path for treatment with herbicides 

b. To clean up any dead plant material left behind after mechanical treatment 

c. To assist in promoting and destroying the soil seed bank of mesquite  
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Fire can be an effective tool in killing low to moderately dense tree-form mesquite, however at higher plant 

densities there must be sufficient fuel loads to carry an effective fire. The multi-stemmed hybrid mesquites are 

generally fire tolerant, and will only be affected by the hottest of burns. 

Advantages & disadvantages: 

In all situations using fire as a control tool, there needs to be a fuel load in order to start and carry the fire 

through the targeted infestation. This may require the removal of stock and/or a reduction in grazing pressure 

in that target area to allow for a build-up of fuel, and they cannot be returned post-fire until stable pastures 

have returned. The area will additionally require fire breaks to be established to reduce the risk of non-target 

burns. These factors will add indirect costs to the use of fire as a control tool, and need to be carefully 

considered prior to implementation. 

In tree-form infestations of mesquite, fire is a relatively cheap option to control standing populations as well as 

killing a percentage of the seed bank, depending on the level of intensity of the fire. Kill rates of plants can be 

as high as 90%, and seed banks within 2 cm of the soil surface can be sterilised. The trade off for this relatively 

labour free, cheap control tool is the destabilisation of the soil due to vegetation removal. This can cause 

problems if no rain is to occur (wind erosion across the burned area) or if heavy rains or flooding is 

experienced (water erosion along water courses). Also the reduced grazing that can occur on this area prior to 

and after the fire can be costly. 

Hybrid and multi-stemmed mesquite is generally fire tolerant, except to the hottest fires possible. We have 

only had success with one fire in hybrid mesquite – it was lit on an extreme fire danger day at Mardie Station, 

with the temperature heading towards 45°C and strong easterly (desert) winds blowing, with almost zero 

relative humidity. The fire was lit from a large windrow of extremely dry mesquite trash that had been dozed 

out of the ground to form a road. The fire was extreme, however travelled only a few hundred meters before 

it lost momentum and petered out. Whilst over 90% of the mesquite in this area was killed, the fire was so hot 

it scorched the soil surface and killed the seed bank of all species of grass in the area, exposing the landscape 

to the erosive powers of wind and water.  

Fire was trialled again in 2007, with slightly more mild conditions experienced (40°C, moderate easterly winds) 

however in a paddock where stock had been excluded for 5 years and some mechanical treatment had 

occurred. Despite the fuel load being at a maximum, the sparse, patchy nature of both the mesquite and the 

understorey severely restricted the fire and we couldn’t get a sufficiently hot or flowing fire to cause much 

damage. 

Timing: 

Fires are generally lit before the first rains of the wet season. In tree-form mesquite populations, fires need to 

be moderately intense so late dry season (Sept – Nov) is optimal. 

In hybrid mesquite populations, where intense fires are required, the specific months for lighting fires can be 

anywhere from December through to March, depending on how early or late (or non-existent) the wet season 

is. General characteristics of the day should be hot and dry, with desert winds pushing the fire towards the 

west. 
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Above: Desolate, unvegetated landscape as a result of an extremely hot fire @ Mardie Station, regrowth from a fire not 

intense enough to kill hybrid mesquite 

Biological 

Biological control agents for weeds are introduced following extensive risk assessments and host testing, to 

ensure that impacts on other native plant species does not occur and that the introduced agent will not 

become an invasive species itself. Evolutionary science tells us that the aim of these agents will never be to kill 

the only host plant within a landscape that supports its survival. Therefore, biological control agents generally 

impact upon the growth or reproduction of plants. 

What agents are out there? 

Leaf-tying moth - Evippe spp. 

Evippe was released at Mardie Station and more widely across Pilbara populations of mesquite in 1999, as a 

joint effort between CSIRO, DAFWA and the PMMC. Intensive studies on the impacts of the leaf-tying moth 

were researched at Mardie Station by the PMMC from 2002 through 2007.  

The leaf-tying moth was introduced for its impact on the ability of mesquite to set flower and seed annually. 

The adult Evippe lays eggs on the mesquite plants, and the larvae hatch to mine and tie together adjacent 

mesquite leaves in which to feed. This causes the death of the leaves, and defoliation of the plant. Due to 

plants primarily gathering their energy though its leaves, a defoliated plant has only a very small ability to 

collect energy. What little energy is absorbed is transferred to putting out more leaves (to collect more 

energy), rather than setting flower or seed. The impacts of Evippe are mainly noticed by its defoliated nature, 

and this causes a severe reduction in the growth (size) of mesquite plants and the ability of the plants to 

reproduce annually.  

Above: Mined and tied leaves of a mesquite plant, defoliated plants on Mardie Station 

The Evippe biological control was released within several different populations of mesquite across northern 

Australia, including at Mardie Station and Minderoo Station. Comparative observations show that Evippe has 
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impacted significantly at Mardie Station on the hybrid mesquite, however presence and impacts on tree-form 

P. pallida at Minderoo Station has been minimal to date.

The significant impacts of Evippe have most notably been observed within the core hybrid infestation of 

mesquite centred on the lower Fortescue River on Mardie Station. Here, Evippe has caused a massive 

reduction in the annual growth of plants within the infestation, reducing increase of size of plants by 82% 

annually. The less energy these plants are getting, the slower they grow! This defoliation and slow growth is 

allowing additional vegetation to grow directly under and adjacent to mesquite plants, which is competing and 

stalling seedling growth and allowing potential fires to be employed as a control tool. 

We have also seen a remarkable decrease in the number of pods being produced annually within this 

population, to the point where only a small percentage of plants successfully reproduce. This decrease in seed 

production is stopping the mesquite infestation at Mardie Station from becoming denser and also from 

spreading further into paddocks in which it currently inhabits. 

Seed-feeding beetle - Algarobius prosopis and A. Bottimeri 

The Algarobius seed feed beetles were introduced across northern Australia in 1996 and 1997. Some studies 

on the impacts of these agents was conducted at Mardie Station. 

The two Algarobius species were introduced as beetles that would predate upon mesquite seed pods for the 

survival of their larvae. Once hatched, the larvae would bore into the mature seeds of mesquite, both on the 

tree and on the ground, and feed on the seed. After 8-10 weeks, the larvae would reach maturity and emerge 

from the seeds by drilling a large emergence hole. These adults would then lay their own eggs, and the cycle 

would continue. 

Photo: emergence holes of Algarobius beetles from mesquite pods 

The impacts of Algarobius beetles on mesquite pods have been seen widely throughout the Pilbara, however 

their impacts are difficult to assess. This is mainly due to the high predation rates of other herbivores - cattle, 

kangaroos and emus – seeking the sweet and nutritious pods before the impacts of the Algarobius can be 

noticed. In the core infestation of mesquite at Mardie Station, the impacts of Algarobius are even less 

noticeable since the introduction of the aforementioned Evippe leaf tying moth, due to the limitation this 

other biological control places on mesquite reproduction.  

Sap-sucking psyllid - Prosopidosylla flava 

The sap-sucking psyllid was introduced into the hybrid mesquite infestation at Mardie Station in the Pilbara. 

Indications are that this agent does not survive well in hotter climates and therefore its presence and 

establishment in the Pilbara did not occur.  
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Mesquite: declared pest 
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/declared-plants/mesquite-declared-pest 

Mesquite (all Prosopis species and hybrids) are declared pests in Western Australia (WA). 
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Form: tree — perennial 

Status: present in WA 

Appearance 
Evergreen or deciduous shrub or low tree with one to several trunks and arched branches. It has different growth 

forms depending on its location and water supply. Mesquite is a Weed of National Significance. 

 Drier soils – short, many stemmed shrubs 1-3m high

 Near permanent water – large single trunk 6-15m high

 Floodplains – branching from the base, forming dense thickets 5-8m high, particularly along the banks of

intermittently flowing creeks

Reproduces by seed and suckers.

Branches: Small branches have a zigzag appearance. Plants can have an irregular outline, with some branches

protruding out of the canopy. Spines are solitary or paired along the stem, and range from 4-75mm in length.

Leaves: Bipinnate (like jacaranda leaves), that is, divided twice, with one to four pairs of pinnae, each with seven

to 21 pairs of small opposite leaflets.

Flowers: Long finger-like spikes (5-12cm long) of many small greenish, cream or yellow flowers, all densely

crowded. Stamens 10 in number and protrude out of the flower.

Seed: Pods are 5-20cm long, compressed, straight to curved, smooth or with slight restrictions between the seeds.

Ripe pods are yellow, purple, or yellow with purple streaks and patches. The flat seeds are oval or elliptical 2.5-

7mm long by 2-3mm wide, each enclosed in a flattened fibrous case, and surrounded by sweet pulp.

Weed of national significance

Mesquite has been prioritised at a national level as Weeds of National Significance (WoNS). Further details on

Weeds of National Significance can be found by visiting the external link(s) on this page.

Agricultural and economic activity 
Invades rangelands. 

Declared pest category 

The Western Australian Organism List (WAOL) contains information on the area(s) in which this pest is 

declared and the control and keeping categories to which it has been assigned in Western Australia (WA). Search 

for mesquite in the WAOL using the scientific name Prosopis. 

Requirements for land owners/occupiers and other persons 
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Requirements for land owners/occupiers and other persons if this pest is found can be sourced through the 

declared plant requirements link. 

Legal status: Declared Pest - s22(2) 
Declared pests must satisfy any applicable import requirements when imported, and may be subject to an 
import permit if they are potential carriers of high-risk organisms. They may also be subject to control and 
keeping requirements once within Western Australia. 

Presence in WA: Present 

Control / Keeping categories 

C2 - Eradication / Prohibited 

Organisms which should be eradicated from part or all of Western Australia. 

 Except for Mardie and Karratha Stations:

 Whole of state

C3 - Management / Prohibited

Organisms that should have some form of management applied that will alleviate the harmful impact of the
organism, reduce the numbers or distribution of the organism or prevent or contain the spread of the organism.

 For the area on Mardie Station bordered by the coast, the boundary between Mardie and Karratha stations, the
North West Coastal Highway, Peter's Creek and the boundary between Yarraloola and Mardie stations.

Requirements for land owners/occupiers and other persons

Requirements for organisms in category 1 (C1) exclusion and category 2 (C2)

eradication in an area:

Requirement Recommendations 

Introduction of the plant or its seeds 

into, or movement within this area is 

prohibited. 

Mark the location of the pest in such a way that it can be 

found again. 

Report the presence or suspected 

presence of this pest in this area (1800 

084 881). 

C1 and C2 category pests are of high importance to WA 

and must be reported as a priority. Please report sightings 

to the Pest and Disease Information Service (1800 084 

881). 

Supply or advertising supply of this 

pest into this area is prohibited. 
— 

If the declared pest is found in this 

area control measures must be taken 

to destroy, prevent or eradicate it. 

Treat to destroy all plants, prevent seed set and prevent 

the spread of seed or plant parts within and from the area 

on or in livestock, fodder, grain, vehicles and/or 

machinery. Treat prior to seed set each year. 

Ensure that any person conducting 

an activity on the land is aware that 

measures are required to be taken to 

Erect a biosecurity sign for persons conducting an 

activity on the land. 
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Requirement Recommendations 

control the declared pest. 

 Requirements for organisms in category 3 (C3) management in an area:

Requirement Recommendations 

Introduction of the plant or its seeds into 

this area is prohibited. 
— 

Supply or advertising supply of this pest 

into this area is prohibited. 
— 

The infested area must be managed in 

such a way that alleviates the impact, 

reduces the number or distribution or 

prevents or contains the spread of the 

declared pest in this area. 

Treat to destroy all plants, prevent seed set and 

prevent the spread of seed or plant parts within and 

from the area on or in livestock, fodder, grain, 

vehicles and/or machinery. Treat prior to seed set 

each year. 

Ensure that any person conducting an 

activity on the land is aware that measures 

are required to be taken to control the 

declared pest. 

Erect a biosecurity sign for persons conducting an 

activity on the land. 

Report the presence of this pest before undertaking control 

Mesquite control 
Control method for mesquite (Prosopis species) declared pests in Western Australia. 

Chemical requirements 
When using any agricultural chemicals please ensure that you always follow instructions on the label and any 

permit. Users of agricultural chemical products must always strictly comply with the directions on the label and 

the conditions of any permit. To view permits or product labels go to the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 

Medicines Authority website. 

Control options 
Chemical control options can be found below. For other methods of control please refer to the mesquite: what 

you should know page. 

Chemical control options 

Recommended herbicides 

When actively growing,basal bark spray and/or overall foliar spray 

Triclopyr; Triclopyr + picloram 

At any time 

Velpar®; Access™ Herbicide 
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Small plants 

Tryclopyr 

Herbicide: Access™ Herbicide (Group I) 

Active ingredient 240g/L triclopyr + 120g/L picloram 

Rates of dilution for spot 

spraying 
1:60 in distillate 

Amount of product/10L 

distillate 
160mL 

Time of application When actively growing at all stages before pod formation 

Remarks 
Treat plants with stems up to 5cm diameter. If using ‘cut stump’ 

treatment, the tree diameter is not restrictive. 

More information and 

other control methods 

 Treat stems up to a height of 30cm above ground level for ‘basal 

bark’. 

 For ‘cut stump’cut stem as close to the ground (<15cm) as 

possible. 

 Do not treat trees with wet bark. 

Herbicide: Triclopyr (Group I) (various trade names: see APVMA link) 

Active ingredient 600g/L triclopyr 

Rates of dilution for spot 

spraying 
1:60-1:120 in distillate 

Amount of product/10L 

distillate 
1:60 = 160mL; 1:120 = 80mL 

Rate of product/ha Not recommended 

Time of application When actively growing 

Remarks 

Apply as a ‘basal bark’ spray to mature trees. Poor results can be 

expected if treatment undertaken during or after long dry spell. 

Mix only what can be used on day of spraying. Agitate regularly. 

Use 1:60 on large mature trees. The mixture can be used as a ‘cut-

stump’ treatment at any time of year. 

More information and Individual trees can be removed mechanically. There will be 
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Herbicide: Triclopyr (Group I) (various trade names: see APVMA link) 

other control methods seedling regrowth in subsequent years. 

Herbicide: Tryclopyr (Group I) (various trade names: see APVMA link) 

Active ingredient 600g/L triclopyr 

Rates of dilution for spot 

spraying 
1:330 

Amount of product/10L 

water 
30mL 

Rate of product/ha Not recommended 

Remarks 
Use to treat small plants as overall foliar spray 

A 755g/L formulation available 

Herbicide: Triclopyr + picloram (Group I) (various trade names: see APVMA link) 

Active ingredient 300g/L triclopyr + 100g/L picloram 

Amount of product/10L 

water 
350-670mL

Rate of product/ha Not recommended 

Wetting agent BS-1000 @ 100mL/100L 

Time of application When actively growing, up to pod formation 

Herbicide: Velpar® (Group C) 

Active ingredient 250g/L hexazinone 

Rates of dilution for spot 

spraying 

Use undiluted at 4mL/spot. One spot/m height of tree up to 5m 

tall. Recommendation for parkinsonian. 

Amount of product/10L 

water 
Not recommended 

Rate of product/ha Not recommended 
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Herbicide: Velpar® (Group C) 

Time of application At any time. Inject into soil (sub-surface) if dry. Use spotgun. 

Remarks 

 Needs rain to activate. Distribute dose around dripline of large 

trees. Keep clear of desirable trees. Best suited to isolated small 

plants (up to 2m in height). 

 For prickly acacia (Acacia nilotica) 4mL/spot using one spot for 

every metre of height. 
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Parkinsonia: declared pest 
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/declared-plants/parkinsonia-declared-pest 

Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia aculeata) is a declared pest in Western Australia (WA). This article describes the 

nature of the plant with links to requirements land owners/occupiers must adhere to and pest control methods. 
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Form: tree — perennial 

Status: present in WA 

Parkinsonia is a native of tropical America. It was introduced into northern Australia as an ornamental plant, 

because of its attractive foliage and its drought tolerance. It was then known as Jerusalem thorn. Currently it is a 

serious weed in pastoral areas of the Kimberleys and Pilbara. Parkinsonia is a Weed of National Significance. 

Parkinsonia grows best in moist conditions along river banks and flats where it forms dense thickets. It does 

particularly well on tropical black soils. Once established it withstands heat and drought. It is well established in 

tropical Queensland, the Northern Territory and parts of Western Australia. Hundreds of kilometres of the banks 

of Lake Argyle, Christmas Creek and the Ord, De Grey, Maitland and Ashburton rivers are infested with 

Parkinsonia. 

It is a large shrub or small tree growing up to 8m high. It sometimes has only a single stem but it usually branches 

close to the base following mechanical damage. The trunk and branches have bright green bark. 

Leaves: Light green, narrow, very thin and up to 30cm long, with numerous minute leaflets on both edges. Stiff 

spines about 12mm long are formed on the branches at the base of each leaf. The spines persist on the older 

branches and trunks. 

Flowers: Bright yellow and fragrant. They are 1-2cm wide and are borne in loose bundles on long flower stalks 

hanging near the ends of the branches. Parkinsonia flowers mainly in May and June, but individual plants may 

flower throughout the year. 

Fruit and Seeds: Long seed pods with marked constrictions between each seed. The pods are 5-10cm long and 

straw coloured when ripe. Each pod contains several hard brown seeds. Many of the seeds are hard and will 

germinate years later, in some cases after long immersion in water. The pods float and are spread by floods. 

Declared pest category 

Control Categories and Areas Keeping Category 

C3 Management Prohibited 
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Control Categories and Areas Keeping Category 

Whole of State 

Control method 

Control methods for Parkinsonia (Parkinsonia aculeata) a declared pest in Western Australia. 

Recommended herbicides 

When actively growing: 

Triclopyr; Triclopyr + picloram; Access™; Velpar® L; 

Graslan 

Moist soil if possible, subsurface treatment if dry: 

Velpar® L 

Hebicide: Triclopyr (Group I) (various trade names: see APVMA link) 

Active ingredient 600g/L triclopyr 

Rates of dilution for spot 

spraying 
1:60 in distillate 

Amount of product/10L 

distillate 
160mL in distillate 

Rate of product/ha Not recommended 

Time of application When actively growing 

Remarks 

 Apply as basal-bark spray to mature trees 

 May need follow-up treatment 

 Mix only what can be used on day of spraying — agitate regularly 

More information and 

other control methods 

 Grub individual plants 

 Trees greater than 5m in height should be treated by stem injection 

 A 755g/L formulation also available 

Hebicide: Triclopyr + picloram (Group I) (various trade names: see APVMA link) 

Active ingredient 300g/L triclopyr + 100g/L picloram 

Amount of product/10L 

water 
35mL 
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Hebicide: Triclopyr + picloram (Group I) (various trade names: see APVMA link) 

Rate of product/ha Not recommended 

Time of application When actively growing 

Time of application To trees under 2m in height 

Remarks 

 Add Uptake™ spraying oil @ 50mL/10L of water mix 

 Thoroughly wet foliage 

More information and 

other control methods 

 Grub individual plants 

 Trees greater than 2m in height should be treated by stem injection 

 Poor control if trees under moisture stress 

Hebicide: Access™ (Group I) 

Active ingredient 240g/L triclopyr + 120g/L picloram 

Rates of dilution for spot 

spraying 
1:60 in distillate 

Amount of product/10L 

distillate 
160mL 

Time of application Plants up to stem diameter of 5cm 

Remarks 

 Use low pressure spray (<200kPa) and liberally spray bark until 

run-off 

 Treat to height of 30cm above ground 

More information and 

other control methods 
Do not treat stems that are wet or have been burnt 

Hebicide: Velpar® L (Group C) 

Active ingredient 250g/L hexazinone 

Rates of dilution for spot 

spraying 

 Apply neat with a 'spot gun' to soil at 4mL/spot 

 One spot for each metre of tree (bush) height up to 5m tall 

Rate of product/ha Not recommended 

Time of application 

 Apply to moist soil if possible 

 Use sub-surface treatment if dry 

Remarks 
 Needs rain to activate 

 Keep clear of desirable trees 
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Hebicide: Velpar® L (Group C) 

 Apply spots between stem and drip line 

 Clean 'spot gun' thoroughly after use 

Hebicide: Velpar® L (Group C) 

Active ingredient 250g/L hexazinone 

Amount of product/10L 

water 
35mL 

Wetting agent dilution 1:400 BS-1000 

Time of application Trees under 2m tall 

Remarks 

 Avoid spraying under dry conditions or when trees bearing pods 

 Apply to foliage 

Hebicide: Graslan (Group C) 

Active ingredient 200g/kg tebuthiuron 

Rate of product/ha 10-15kg

Time of application When actively growing 

Remarks 

 Apply to moist soil at beginning of 'wet' season 

 Plants need to be actively growing. May need follow-up treatment 

in the next season 

More information and 

other control methods 

 Do not apply granules within 100m of water courses 

 Do not apply to ground sloping more than 11 degrees 

 Follow directions on label regarding distribution of granules under 

the drip line of trees 

Requirements for land owners/occupiers and other persons 

Requirements for organisms in category 1 (C1) exclusion and category 2 (C2) eradication in an area: 

Requirement Recommendations 

Introduction of the plant or its seeds 
into, or movement within this area is 

Mark the location of the pest in such a way that it can be 
found again. 
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Requirements for organisms in category 1 (C1) exclusion and category 2 (C2) eradication in an area: 

Requirement Recommendations 

prohibited. 

Report the presence or suspected 
presence of this pest in this area (1800 
084 881). 

C1 and C2 category pests are of high importance to WA and 
must be reported as a priority. Please report sightings to the 
Pest and Disease Information Service (1800 084 881). 

Supply or advertising supply of this pest 
into this area is prohibited. 

— 

If the declared pest is found in this area 
control measures must be taken to 
destroy, prevent or eradicate it. 

Treat to destroy all plants, prevent seed set and prevent the 
spread of seed or plant parts within and from the area on or 
in livestock, fodder, grain, vehicles and/or machinery. Treat 
prior to seed set each year. 

Ensure that any person conducting an 
activity on the land is aware that 
measures are required to be taken to 
control the declared pest. 

Erect a biosecurity sign for persons conducting an activity on 
the land. 

Requirements for organisms in category 3 (C3) management in an area: 

Requirement Recommendations 

Introduction of the plant or its seeds into this 
area is prohibited. 

— 

Supply or advertising supply of this pest into 
this area is prohibited. 

— 

The infested area must be managed in such a 
way that alleviates the impact, reduces the 
number or distribution or prevents or contains 
the spread of the declared pest in this area. 

Treat to destroy all plants, prevent seed set and prevent 
the spread of seed or plant parts within and from the 
area on or in livestock, fodder, grain, vehicles and/or 
machinery. Treat prior to seed set each year. 

Ensure that any person conducting an activity 
on the land is aware that measures are 
required to be taken to control the declared 
pest. 

Erect a biosecurity sign for persons conducting an 
activity on the land. 
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14.4A Shire Unsealed Road Maintenance Grading and Renewal Program 
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15.2A Shire of Ashburton Facilities Fees and Charges 
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Training Field
CURRENT 

Hourly
NEW 

Hourly
CURRENT 

Day NEW Day 
CURRENT 

Night NEW Night 
Community $4.00 $4.00 $65.00 $40.00 $43.00 $24.00
Commercial $17.00 $8.00 $78.00 $80.00 $57.00 $48.00
Junior (50% Discount) $2.00 $2.00 $32.50 $20.00 $21.50 $12.00
Light usage $11.50
Line marking paint $6/can
5 day discount 50% code

Village Green
CURRENT 

Hourly
NEW 

Hourly
CURRENT 

Day NEW Day 
CURRENT 

Night NEW Night 
Community $3.00 $3.00 $55.00 $30.00 $32.00 $18.00
Commercial $10.50 $6.50 $65.00 $65.00 $43.00 $39.00
Junior (50% Discount) $1.50 $1.50 $27.50 $15.00 $16.00 $9.00
Line marking paint $6/can
5 day discount 50% code

Clem Thompson 
Memorial Oval

CURRENT 
Hourly

NEW 
Hourly

CURRENT 
Day NEW Day 

CURRENT 
Night NEW Night 

Community $4.00 $4.00 $65.00 $40.00 $43.00 $24.00
Commercial $17.00 $8.00 $78.00 $80.00 $57.00 $48.00
Junior (50% Discount) $2.00 $2.00 $32.50 $20.00 $21.50 $12.00
Additional Items
Line marking paint $6/can
5 day discount 50% code
Light Usage 100% $31.00
Light Usage 60% $18.00
Light Usage 40% $12.50

Tjiluna oval
CURRENT 

Hourly
NEW 

Hourly
CURRENT 

Day NEW Day 
CURRENT 

Night NEW Night 
Community $4.00 $4.00 $65.00 $40.00 $43.00 $24.00
Commercial $17.00 $8.00 $78.00 $80.00 $57.00 $48.00
Junior (50% Discount) $2.00 $2.00 $32.50 $20.00 $21.50 $12.00
Additional Items
Line marking paint $6/can
5 day discount 50% code
Lighting Charge $7.60/hr/tower $7.60

Minna Oval
CURRENT 

Hourly
NEW 

Hourly
CURRENT 

Day NEW Day 
CURRENT 

Night NEW Night 
Community $4.00 $4.00 $65.00 $40.00 $43.00 $24.00
Commercial $17.00 $8.00 $78.00 $80.00 $57.00 $48.00
Junior/NFP (50% 
Discount) $2.00 $2.00 $32.50 $20.00 $21.50 $12.00
Additional Items
Line marking paint $6/can
5 day discount 50% code
Light Usage 100% $31.00
Light Usage 60% $18.00
Light Usage 40% $12.50

Community Centre
CURRENT 

Hourly
NEW 

Hourly CURRENT NEW 
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Community Day $25.00 $192.00 $200.00
Community Night $19.00 $160.00 $120.00

Commercial Day $32.00 $230.00 $270.00
Commercial Night $25.00 $208.00 $162.00

Junior (50% Discount) $12.50 $10.00 $96.00 $100.00
Schools (50% Discount)
5 Days consecutive 
discount 

50% discount 
code

Cleaning Fee $110.00

Civic Centre - Area W
CURRENT 

Hourly
NEW 

Hourly CURRENT NEW 
Community Day $25.00 $192.00 $200.00
Community Night $19.00 $160.00 $120.00

Commercial Day $32.00 $230.00 $270.00
Commercial Night $25.00 $208.00 $162.00

Junior (50% Discount) $12.50 $10.00 $96.00 $100.00
5 Days consecutive 
discount 

50% discount 
code

Cleaning Fee $110.00

Clem Thompson 
Memorial Sports 
Pavilion - Ground 
Floor

CURRENT 
Hourly

NEW 
Hourly CURRENT NEW 

Community Day $7.00 $108.00 $70.00
Community Night $7.00 $108.00 $42.00

Commercial Day $34.00 $218.00 $330.00
Commercial Night $33.00 $197.00 $198.00

Sport Group Day $3.00 $12.50 $30.00
Sport Group Night $3.00 $12.50 $18.00

Junior (50% Discount) $3.50 $3.50 $54.00 $35.00
5 Days consecutive 
discount 50% discount code
Cleaning Fee $110.00

Clem Thompson 
Memorial Sports 
Pavilion - First Floor

CURRENT 
Hourly

NEW 
Hourly CURRENT NEW 

Community Day $27.00 $203.00 $250.00
Community Night $22.00 $203.00 $150.00

Commercial Day $33.00 $274.00 $330.00
Commercial Night $28.00 $274.00 $198.00

Junior (50% Discount) $13.50 $12.50 $101.50 $125.00
5 Days consecutive 
discount 50% discount code

$20.00

$27.00

$20.00

$27.00

$7.00

$33.00

$3.00

$25.00

$33.00
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Cleaning Fee $110.00

Rec Centre - 
Performing Arts 
Centre

CURRENT 
Hourly

NEW 
Hourly CURRENT NEW 

Community Day $25.00 $192.00 $210.00
Community Night $19.00 $160.00 $126.00

Commercial Day $32.00 $230.00 $250.00
Commercial Night $25.00 $208.00 $150.00

Junior (50% Discount) $12.50 $10.50 $96.00 $105.00
5 Days consecutive 
discount 50% discount code
Cleaning Fee $110.00

Rec Centre - Sports 
Hall and Gym

CURRENT 
Hourly

NEW 
Hourly CURRENT NEW 

Community Day $25.00 $192.00 $210.00
Community Night $19.00 $160.00 $126.00

Commercial Day $32.00 $230.00 $250.00
Commercial Night $25.00 $208.00 $150.00

Junior (50% Discount) $12.50 $10.50 $96.00 $105.00
5 Days consecutive 
discount 50% discount code
Cleaning Fee $110.00

Rec Centre - Council 
Chambers and 
Meeting Room

CURRENT 
Hourly

NEW 
Hourly CURRENT NEW 

Community Day $16.00 $92.00 $120.00
Community Night $10.50 $70.00 $72.00

Commercial Day $23.00 $116.00 $170.00
Commercial Night $17.00 $95.00 $102.00

Junior (50% Discount) $8.00 $6.00 $46.00 $60.00
5 Days consecutive 
discount 50% discount code
Cleaning Fee $110.00

Rec Centre - Green 
Room

CURRENT 
Hourly

NEW 
Hourly CURRENT NEW 

Community Day $16.00 $92.00 $120.00
Community Night $10.50 $70.00 $72.00

Commercial Day $23.00 $116.00 $170.00
Commercial Night $17.00 $95.00 $102.00

Junior (50% Discount) $8.00 $6.00 $46.00 $60.00
5 Days consecutive 
discount 50% discount code
Cleaning Fee $110.00

$17.00

$12.00

$17.00

$21.00

$25.00

$21.00

$25.00

$12.00
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Rec Centre - Kitchen
CURRENT 

Hourly
NEW 

Hourly CURRENT NEW 
Community Day $10.50 $86.00 $85.00
Community Night $7.00 $65.00 $51.00

Commercial Day $14.00 $111.00 $120.00
Commercial Night $11.00 $88.00 $72.00

Junior (50% Discount) $5.25 $4.25 $43.00 $42.50
5 Days consecutive 
discount 50% discount code
Cleaning Fee $110.00

Minna Oval Canteen - 
Area W

CURRENT 
Hourly

NEW 
Hourly CURRENT NEW 

Community Day $10.50 $86.00 $85.00
Community Night $7.00 $65.00 $51.00

Commercial Day $14.00 $111.00 $120.00
Commercial Night $11.00 $88.00 $72.00

Junior (50% Discount) $5.25 $4.25 $43.00 $42.50
5 Days consecutive 
discount 50% discount code
Cleaning Fee $110.00

Indoor Cricket Nets
CURRENT 

Hourly
NEW 

Hourly
CURRENT 

Day NEW Day 
CURRENT 

Night NEW Night 
Community $3.50 $2.50 $22.00 $25.00 $16.50 $15.00
Commercial $5.50 $3.50 $33.00 $35.00 $28.00 $21.00
Junior (50% Discount) $1.75 $1.25 $11.00 $12.50 $8.25 $7.50
Lights $6.50
5 day discount 50% code

$8.50

$12.00

$8.50

$12.00

254
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