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Local Planning Policy 9.6 – Urban Landscaping
1. Citation
This policy may be cited as Local Planning Policy 9.6 – Urban Landscaping and it has been prepared under Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015.
2. Introduction 
Landscaping plays an integral role in shaping the amenity of any given area, and will typically improve the visual appearance of development, moderate temperature (reduce temperature extremes), and assist in managing stormwater runoff. 
Landscaping can also provide social and cultural benefits, forming a key part of the character and history of local areas, often supplementing and improving the amenity of the built environment. 
This policy assists in reducing the dominance of hard stand areas associated with contemporary residential and non-residential development, improving the amenity and sustainability of development and streetscapes within the Shire.
3. Objectives
The objectives of this policy are:
1. To incorporate landscaping as a fundamental element of all developments on private land and public spaces. 
2. Protect and enhance the natural environment through the retention of vegetation with environmental, aesthetic or cultural value and increasing tree canopy and soft landscaping promoting native plants endemic to the area
3. Ensure a suitable supply of landscaping relative to the size of a development to complement the development and reduce the dominance of hard surfaces.
4. Develop a local character and sense of place though the provision of vegetated streetscapes with consistent and quality landscaping.
5. Provide for the needs of the community by ensuring that public spaces are functional, accessible, healthy and safe for the intended purpose
4. Application
This Local Planning Policy applies to all development applications on zoned land for the following developments:
a) Commercial and Industrial developments.
b) Grouped dwelling developments where more than ten dwellings are proposed and shared access to the units is provided.
c) Multiple dwelling developments.
d) Change of Use applications that involve substantial works. 
4.1 Exemptions
This policy does not apply in the following circumstances:
a) The development relates to minor works where the cost of development does not exceed $200,000; 
b) The development relates to land that is remote, and not located in a town or centre; and
c) The development does not involve works to the existing carparking and landscaping areas.
Prior to the commencement of any planting or landscaping, landowners and applicants are encouraged to discuss all development proposals with Shire Officers to determine whether the terms and requirements of this policy apply.
4.2 Application Requirements
4.2.1	Pursuant to clause 63(1)(d) of the Deemed Provisions, applications for development approval as outlined in the Application Section, must be accompanied by:
a) A Landscaping Plan; and
b) A Planting Schedule.
4.2.2	The ‘Landscaping Plan’ shall include the following:
a) Plant schedules - specify trees, shrubs, ground covers, climbers, flowers.  Botanical names are to be in alphabetical order and used in conjunction with common names on the plant schedule
b) Planting density for specific areas, total quantity and pot size of each individual species used in the planting design must be included on the schedule
c) Height and spread of trees is to be included on the schedule along with spacing and staking of all planting
d) All species used are to be noted on the drawing by either full botanical name or by code which will be referred to on the schedule. The plan and schedule should include plant coding where necessary to avoid plans cluttered with lengthy annotations
e) Identification of any irrigation systems and sources of water for reticulation of gardens and/or turf
f) Location and types of park furniture, playground equipment and other structures/features in public open space/road reserves.
4.2.3 Landscaping plans for development applications comprising 10 or more dwellings, or an estimated development value of $5 million or more, or as otherwise determined by the City shall be prepared by a suitably qualified landscape architect.
4.2.4 The applicant shall include a maintenance program within the landscaping plan that addresses the following:
a) Soft and hard landscaping outcomes and their integration.
b) Reinforcement of the overall philosophy/objectives of the landscape design.
c) Acceptance of horticultural best practices necessary to establish the proposed landscape works during the maintenance period, ensuring ongoing sustainability and ease of maintenance over the long term.
d) Designation of access pathways and traffic management requirements.
e) Arrangements for the maintenance of the landscaping for a minimum period of two summers from practical completion.
f) The annual cost of maintenance and asset replacement calculated by a qualified person and submitted to the Shire with the landscape plans.
g) Any bond required to ensure compliance with landscaping and maintenance plans, enabling the Shire to complete works and maintenance where a proponent defaults.
5. Policy Provisions 
5.1	The following provisions apply to development applications of a type specified in Section 4 of this policy.
5.1.1	A landscaping plan to be provided generally in accordance with the Shire of Ashburton Landscape Guidelines (guidelines).
5.1.2	In instances where departures are proposed from the guidelines, the landscape plan is to demonstrate how the principles and intended outcomes of the guidelines are satisfied.

6. Relevant Policies/Documents
Shire of Ashburton Landscape Guidelines for Commercial, Industrial and Residential Applications
7. Relevant legislation/local laws
Shire of Ashburton Local Planning Scheme 8
     Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015
Planning and Development Act 2005
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